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TDREW EDMTSTON--Noted Pioneer 





~ tA 
a 


Anarew EamiSton Esq. 


of Scotch Irish ancestry, late of 


; . q 
the lower Levels is the subject of this biographic memoir. The 
hip is traceable to 


immediate ancestry of the Edmiston relations 
Matthew Himiston, who came +o Augusta County, Virginia, from 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, among the earliest settlers of 


County, about 1740 or very soon after. 





James Edmiston, 2 son of Matthew the ancestor was one 


children and was born in Augusta County, October 7, 1746 





October 7, 1817. Janes Edmiston's wife was Jane Smith 





o was born October 17, 1746 and died May 20th, 1857, 





Andrew Edmiston, son of James, was born July 
y 


Soon after his marriage with Mary Gilliland January 





. Edmiston settled near Locust, on lands at one 









ree Calli: 





lirs. Mary (Polly) Edmiston, let 





a@s a daughter of the first Mrs 





James 





rong) ‘born Oatat 
ng) born October 17th, 1755 and aiea 
5 and died 





Olly 





ey , ving her husband 


thirteen years 






well 
~ep-father as/as fathe 
rallel in the history of 


a relation- 






Andrew Edmiston's § os lews 
+o challenge 4 Pp 







Ship so unique as 


Pocahontas marriage -xelationships« 


This James Gilliland's father was named Nathan Gilli- 
Jars. By the first marriage 


land, about whom we have no particu 
Nathen, Willian Samuel and 


Robert, dames, 
Sarah, Elizabeth, Nancy, Lydia 


there were six sons; 


George, and six daughters; Jane, 


and Mary (Polly), the last named the wife of Andrew Edmiston. 


What lends interest to what has just been said about James Gilli- 





land's first family is the fact that there are cogent reasons for 


ng that Honorable Verk Hanna of Ohio is a descendant of 





one of the above named sisters. 
It-is also interesting to mention that Andrew Edmiston 


eal descendant of Sir David Edmiston, cup-bearer to 





a mA 
Scotland; also of Sir James Edmiston, standard- 







he royal colors in the battle of Sheriffmuir (1715) 
Var Mr, Edmiston's ancestors were distin- 


e n at the bat eel ut 
the battle of King's Mountain. Several 





re goo federa di 
good Confederate soldiers in the late 


sons and 


James, 














pee + in Jamesport, 4 
Senior and settled in Davies Gounty, Missouri, 1 Bees 


i as 
Jocated on his farm and hence Ww 


tow of 1200 population was 
ealled Jamesport. a 
Jene Eamiston became lirs. Abram Jordan, mentioned elsevhere 


x as Imovm to the writer she lived in 


So fa 
Mrs. William Renick. 


as having gone west . 


nsas with her daughter, 





Martha Bamiston married Franklin Jordan and settled in 


souri, where she died leaving no surviving children. 





Mary Edmiston was an 4nvalid all her life and never 


ried. She went with her brother George Edmiston to Missouri. 





Bamiston married Minerva Bland in Weston and settled there. 





new 


s name appears in the history of our state as one of the most 





distinguished of our native born citizens. In Lewis History and 


covermment of West Virginia mention is made of this distinguished 


man as follows: “Judge Edmiston was born September 9, 1814 at 





Levels, Pocahontas County, where after receiving a common 





ion he was admitted to the bar in 1835. Four years 





removed to Lewis County, which later he represented in 





f 





sembly of Virginia. In 1852, he 





Gives o . ; 
ircuit Court, in which position he 





s elected to a seat in 





Yonsti- 
becans f 4 
us Decause of ill health he aia 


& Judge of the Sr 














five sons, fowe became physicians, and one a lawyer; each dis- 


tinguishing himself with marked oredit in both private and 
One by one they fulfilled the destiny of 


a answered the final summons of life until at 





career an 
this writing only one survives. He possessed the distinction of 
been named for the subject of this sketch. Honorable 


miston resides at Weston, Lewis County, West Virginia. 





1 well may it be said, "His has been @ life of great influ- 





ness." Possessing in a marked degree those sturdy 





utes of manhood which have always character- 
ranily, he has brought added luster to the name. 


+o follow in the footsteps of his eminent father, he has 








high calling of the law. Prominent in 





he steadily advanced in the esteem of 





he erected for himself a monument of honor and 





in all future time to his worth and 





drew Eami - 4 ; 
ndrew Edmiston of Weston is conspic— 


identified with the political history of West Virginia 
% ton married Mar j 
ton married Mary Hill, daughter of Thomas 
4 « mber of ars near Nii oi 
4+ years near liill Point on the farm 


card, song of Edgar Beard, 




















was engaged in many business enterprises with the late Colonel 





He finally moved to Missouri. 
Amarew Jackson Edmiston married Rebecca Edmiston a daugh- 


ter of James Edmiston, song of William Edmiston, _brother of Andrew 





ston. After the decease of her husband, Mrs. Edmiston became 





e of Jackson Jones of Nicholas County. 


William Edmiston, the youngest of Andrew Edmiston's sons 





some time with Judge Edmiston at Weston where he attended 





several terms to Rev. Dunlap, Principal of 
when he attained his majority 
ssouri w iy Jordan. While on a steamer 


rs he was seized with cholera and died or{the boat. 






ows were quarantined in a very ri 





id manner and all landing 


the crew were compelled to bury their pas- 


abited spot, not very remote from St. 





iend Jordan went to assist in th 


, 7 would not return to the boat and finished his journey 





after successfully 


eluding the quaran 





from the public routes of travel 





manhood , 








ling and feats of msoular 
wae Wes ving at the time 
eng ONe Johnson 





tas County, 
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Levels, that if he would meet him he would find out that he 
might be the best that the 


soon f 


Levels coulda show, but that he would 
ind himself no-where on Stony Creek. 





This fired young 
ton a 


and he set out by the light of the morning stars for 





Union. 


He walked from his home near Locust to John Smith's at 





Stony Creek, fifteen miles before breakfast, to dispute 





jon of "best man" with Tom Johnson on. his own Stony 
rs ground. 








Without stopping for rest or breakfast he sailed into 


In the first round Johnson landed a terrific 





blow on 
shoulder that dislocated Edmiston's arm and 


yet he 
contest until he saw 









his opportunity and 
elled out "enough". 


he c 


overpowered 








then took charge of the victor--the 





¥ best 
and the Levels and gave him his bre 


back a 





akfast, 











nor forsaken him when his strength failed. 
At evening time it was light with this venerable man 
and he could realize the power of words like these: "J will 


g0 in the strength of the Lord God; I will make mention of thy 


righteousness even of thine only." 
Pec btaslicr aise Rt Lert lee er 
ey PApae— Dole Beck € Tererreret fame 


Nib ¢ jer fale Ue. rer 


” Cv petpaced & et! peter gd Aan Yaron tle 
Ae any 
Leva? ete Lf ae 









(gee 





pts vhs hele 
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pocaHONTAS COUNTY 
=i= 
Chapter 4 - vec 
——— 
of whose 


Early settlers of Pocahontas County, many 


heir name and are here with us, 6re 


descendants still bear t 
the foundation stone of our 


given below. These pioneers, 


present citizenship, mostly came from that part of Virginia 


although a few came from Maryland 


east of the mountains, 


and Pennslyvania. They were either married when they came 


and brought their wives with them or else returned to the set- 


tlement for a helpmate. A pioneer home was not complete 


without a cook, a spinner and a weavere 


Marly permanent settlers: 
Benjamin Arbogast, who settled in the Glade Hill 


neighborhood. 
Adam Arbogast, who settled on head of Greenbrier 
River, 1796. 


filliam suldridge, a native of England, who sethled 


John Barlow, who s 1 
1 riow, who settled on Buckley iountain on the 


aaar GC a 
de of Greenbrier River. 








radshaw, wi § 
av, Who settled at Huntersville. 


2y, the pioneer s r 
ploneer settler of the Buckeye 


neighborhood, who came from 





inchester and settled at the 





nbrier yer r 
rier River, between the 










POCAHONTAS couNTY 
=e= , 

Adam Burner, the progenitor of the Burner family = 
Pocahontas County, who settled at the head of Greenbrier Rivere 

Robert Beale, who settled on ELK about 1827. 

Reuben Bussard, a native of Germany, who settled be- 
tween Glade Hill and Frost. 

Jesse Bright, ancestor of the Bright family in Pocahon- 
tas County. 

Valentige Cackley, who settled in the Mill Point 
neighborhood about 1778. 


Michael Cleek, who settled in imapps Creek Valley. 





Conrad, who settled on North Fork. 


Jacob Cassell, ancestor of the Cassell family, who 


settled in Greenbank District. 


Sollins, a native of Ireland, who settled on Greenbrier 


iver. 





homes Cochran, a native of Ireland, who settled on 


the Renkin place on Greenurier River. 


allison, who settled on Locust Creek about 





iiicoon who settled in the same neigh- 





settled in the Greenbank neighbor- 





ative of rele 
Ireland, who settled 


yottled in 


dray Distriot, 









PpocaHoNnt..S COUNTY 





=-g= 
H ettled 
Walter Drinnon, & native of Treland, who § 
in Sdray District. 
Martin Dilley, who settled near Dilley's Mill. 
p ' 
Sdward Srvine, who settled on the head of Trimble's 
Run in Greenbank District. 
ndrew Hdmiston, who settled on Locust Creek. 
William Edmiston, who settled in Little Levels Dist. 


Jeremiah Friel, who settled on the waters of Laurel 





John R. Flemmins, who settled on the waters of 





Felix Grimes, a native of Ireland, who settled on 


Creek about 1770. 








rt Gay, 





ho settled in Edray District, on the 





sreenbrier River, opposite the mouth of 
ek, near lwarlinton, 


avid Gibson, 





ho settled in the Little Levels 
trict about 1770. 


alford, the original uncestor of the Galfora 











inty, ¥ settled on Glade Hill about 
— f Lut ar. 
» Who settled near Greenbank, 
tt 1 r reenbank. 
ee elilaved to have settled here 
- Volution were disbanded, 
a . hter of John MoNeel, the ¢ 


irat 
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n Elk. 
David Hannah, en early pioneer, who settled > 


D preeke 
christopher Herold, who settled on pouthards Cr 


: who 
Henry Harper, the ancestor of the Harper family, 
settled on Knapps Creek about 1812. 

Richard Hudson, who settled on sitlingtons Creeke 

David James, who settled on Droop Mountaine 


John Jordan, who settled in the Little Levels. 





was a native of Ireland. 
George Kee, a native of Ireland, who came here prior 
to 1600 and settled near Marlinton. 
Daniel Kerr, who settled near Greenbank. 
Lanty Lockridge, who settled on Douthards Creek. 
Moses Moore, the ancestor of the large Moore family 
in Pocahontas County, who settled ion Knapps Creek about 1770. 


John Moore, from Pennsylvania, who settled in the 


Hills Country. 





cLaughlin, who settled in Greenbank District. 
William McLaughlin, who settled on Thomas Creek. 


igh 


Mclaughlin, who settled on the site where the 


Warlinton now stands. 





oNeel, from Frederick County, Virginia, who 
» wh 





Little Levels about 1765 


ro, Sr., @ native of 





wales, 


settled 














POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


=5- 


Mimothy McCarty, a native of Ireland, who settled on 


He was one of the early pioneers. 


apps Creek. 
Sampson L. Mathews, who first settled on Swago and 
later moved to Mill Point. He was the first County Surveyore 
William Nottingham, a native of England, who settled 





the Greenbank District. 


William Poage, who settled in the Little Levels. 


David L. Ruckman, who settled in the Little Levels. 


who came to Pocahontas County in 1624, 






es Rodgers, 


tiea on Rodgers Mountain at the head of Swagoe 





John Slaven, who settled on Deer Creek. 


Sharp, a native of Ireland, the ancestor of 





of the Sharp family in Pocahontas County, who 





at Frost in 1802. 








filliam Sharp, the ancestor of another branch of the 


y in Focanontas County, who settled in Huntersville 








about 1773. 





h, & native of Ireland, who settled on 


Aiman, who settled near Greenbank, 


‘arner, who settled on Elk, 


*» *HO Sottled in the Hills Countr 





Lens, who settled in } 





ters- 


oad in the Little Levels 


© Greenbank bi 


tr 





tot 
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samuel Whiting, who with his wife came from England 
and settled on Blk. His descendants are now to be found 
in Greenbrier County. 
settled 


John Yeager, who came from Pennsylvania and 


at Travelers Repose soon after the Revolutionary War. 
And such other names 4S Thomas Drinnon, John Johnson, 
Thomas Johnson, Patrick Slaterly, Robert Duffie, Thomas Brock, 
John Switzer, and many others. 


Lawrence Drinnon, James Lewis, 


from Price's History and a list of first settlers 





py Mr. D. C. Adkison. 
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ape Ve a 
: —— DAWIEL KERR 


The Pioneer of Upper Pocahontas County. 


Aclmoviledgments are due Samuel Sutton and Mrs. Harvey 


Curry, near Dunmore, for the following items, that they may 
reseue from oblivion the memory oF a very worthy and useful 
pioneer of upper Pocahontas. nis was Daniel Kerr, who soon 
after the Revolution, located on the upper end of the estate now 


owned by Uriah Hevener. Eeseens—that hi she came from poor tae 

nn 

shed apill, sayémill and vlack@enith 
acts [0 

: of Deer Creek, ant=his=place~bec 









(Gree 


Little Back 








industry for a wide region. He was r@cried twice) 
Pats 
wife was a Miss Kirkpatrick of Anthony's Creek. Their 








ren were Robert, John, William, Thomas and James. 





niel Kerr's second wife was a Miss McKamie of Rock- 





ightly and attractive person, Her children 





» Daniel, Nancy, Betsy ana Mary. He was a sincere, 







and the close of his life was very touching He 





ily for worship, and upon. fini 





= NA at ~ 
Jmeeked for prayer am Sh a—bong Shine che. 





wes silent. Upon going to h 





pin—thert position, he was found 





a helples 





. itueh=of—tire— 





“time after this, he 





.—of_any-thine-mne 






paid no 





* GO.ne On axound=him ang Seemed 
him. a seem 





nam of = 


intelligence So 
a. igence and he arvtered 
a = n lapsed into silence ana nos 


gore the f: eee 



























4ves in or near the site of the old 


Andy Hughes now a 
on a part of the 


1's son Robert Seep settled 
Keto e aL ° 


Kerr home. Danie’ 
John Kerr went to Augusta 


a place, and finally west west. 


) hw aes 
ini ae shex whilesctben went to Missouri. 
nty, Virginia, and ace ere aah 


pie and settled on the place 





m Kerr married a Miss Gillis 





ied by Asbury Sheets. His family composed of three sons 





i two daughters. These sons, Jacob, George end Andrew lived 


inity of the old home place. Mary Ann, one of these 








married Henry Sheets. The other daughter Rachel 


daughters, 


ir. Armstrong in Highland County, Virginia. 






onmas Kerr, another son of the pioneer, married a Miss 


Greenbrier County and settled where James Kerr 





lived, near the road to the Top of Allegheny Mountain. His 


three sons and two daughters. The sons were 





obert, George and James; the daughters were Mrs. Phoebe 


Wooddell. 








quite a traveler over most of the western 





and owned valuable lands in upper 


sneat Robert D ure 








+ “err, & Son of James Kerr,| graduated 
ade t n from West Poi : 
Point in 1898, being 
» being as ened to t} 
¢ &Y the 
a ear ho he servic 1 
vice. He was ordered +o the 





1 1 A troop ship in Aum 1809 on 
: Sy) anc 






























- 


J £ Daniel 
David W. Kerr, one of the younger members of 


lived for many years near Green Bank, and was a 





igh reputation. He was a carpenter by trade, yet 





t inence 
+ self improvement he rose vo be a person of promin: 


ligent 








per of the County Court, Colonel of the Militia, zuling 





Church, faithful teacher in Sabbath schools, and 





wrayer meetings. His daughter Maggie became the wife 





¢. Carson, a well-knom minister in West Virginia 





D. of Millboro, Virginia,was 





Adolphus Kerr, 
brother and mother resided there also. 


s Eliza Whitman, daughter of William 





rr's wife 





itman was a native of Orange 





ny's Creek. 





New York, He was a remarkable person, 





good wherever he lived. The blessing 








good old pioneer abide with his descendants 


The merey of the Lord is from 





everlasting, to those who remember his commandments 








a 





are its havens of peace, its sanc- 


rength end happiness. Hence come those principles 





at aré the safeguards of our nation 


eers and follow their 





ample in re 





on, truth 





life. 
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ADAM ARBOGAST--Noved Pioneer 











arked degree with the 





ast#s are identified to a m 


The Arbogas’ 
s people, and justly elain recognition. 






oO 


xy of our Pocahonta 





rogenitor of the Arbogasts 






So far as knomm, the original 





gast, 









paper was prepared 


whose 





\ 


}omon, Henry, Adam, John and Benjamin, Ire, 





ier and pulpit orator. In that paper there 








supplied here. Margaret, daughter 


became lirs, John Yeager 01 % 





and lived in Randolph 


Henry Wade on Back Creek. 























ied 





joneer, marr 





Jacob Ill Arbogast; 
Virginia, anc 









ison 





slisabe' 





settled on the 








Yeager of Nar- 
zen of our county 


Pocahon- 

















Pegram on Rich Mountain in 1861, he refugeed with his 





ly to the east and spent most of the 





inia. He carried but little 





ousehold foods and live stock along with his dwelling. 





5 he returned and began life afresh at the old 





homestead. But few places in Wes 





Virginia were more coMm- 





than the head of 





he ravages 








st duior of Adem the pioneer, first ma 








of Zebulon Gragg and settled near the 





one son by th 





s mer 





- Napoleon 





second 





with 





rah MeDaniel. In 





hhildren of the second 






Huldah 





ap 


d Paul Neleel 





‘bogast became 





lolph Count, 
olph County. 





Alice 
Highland County. 




















ber of our State Legislature from Monongelia County. 





Adam Arbogast, the pioneer lived to be nearly one 





: +5 - 
red years old, He recovered his second sight and for 





he did not need eye glasses. 
Coming to this region as early as he did and having 


up in the period of Indian troubles, he had many thrill- 








entures to relate. Upon one occasion his dogs treed 





dmmense hemlock tree, for which the upper 








ser was so celebrated. He called on John Yeager, his 





for assistance in capturing the animal, 


John Yeager was a famous 





trees. A torch was procured 





1. to climb, holding it in one hand. When he had 


he laid the torch on two limbs, descended 






could reach the rifle that ir. Arboga 





primed for h 








d his game. 





the pioneer had a 

















He had to fo hgne for an axe to chop the tree off 
> bear and cet help to bring it in. 


-jves these stories interest, it all occurred 





Comtry, Adam Arbogast 






xing but the truth, as he saw it 
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1 





ne Callison's of Locust heve a claim for special 





cal sketches as one of the oldest 









ern Focahontas. Members of that family 





their section of the 


deal in developi 





n be done with our soil in our 





were of 


mong the families that 





settle in the North of 





tury it 





County to Gr 









: e e 
settlement there 
f » Anthony I aac, 
re tek 
¢ 1 wher 
, 1 Le LB ¢ 
k. 8 ithwest 
. ll live 
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near Lewisburg. 


About 1782, James Callison, another son of the pioneer 


emigrant came from Tennessee to Locust, (now lower Pocahontas ) 


e-empted some years 





and settled on a tract of 164 acres - 


previously by his father. Soon after locating on Trump Run 


Eamiston, the 


Mr. Callison took a great fancy to Miss Susan 


deuchter of James Edmiston Senior, who was then living 





on the farm at one time owned by George Callison, now owned by 
Calvin May. 


orge Callison mentioned was a grand-son of the 


isd 
® 
Q 
o 


m Callison. James Callison and Susan 





dm i 





wife, were the ents of five sons and two 








mnah Ray, and settled in 


married } 





cy Jordan, lived awhile in 


returned to Pocahontas. 





married Rebecca Gillilan, daughter of John 








Gillilan, and ttled in Missouri. 
Josiah Callison married Nancy aS 
Bt the ol c tead ani were the hax he 
three *he following are rticuls 
family . rr le lien Alkire of 
ar ettle ‘ } 











iti aug f£ Ebenezer 
Williem Callison married Fannie Whiting, daughter of & 


i OM i ot n Locust 
Whiting on the summit_of Droop Vountain end lived o 


Creek, a mile from its source. 
Mountain, 


Locust Creek springs from the base of Droop 


sized creek, receiving but little volume from visible 





tributaries on its course to the Greenbrier River. 


George Callison married Maude MeNeel, daughter of 





Je William Lamb McoNeel, of Little Levels, better known 
: 


ptain William L. McNeel. Their residence was for a 





Edmiston place on Locust then they moved to Hills- 





farm once occupied so long by Colonel John Hill. 





rd Callison married Fannie Beard, daughter of 








rd near Hillsboro and he occupied the old Trump 





Locust. All these sons are among the pros— 





lower Pocahontas. They are engaged in 





a@ising stock--registered stoc 





thus contributing 


tantial prosperity of our county. 





on, daughter of Josiah Callison, married 











y o ] ried Lorenza Rerer and they lived in 
ne County 
e c e Mrs. Jesse Brirht 
in Gree ted in 1 
t Lideon f y 
y A ur county 
be represe t 
Ant Jullison, the 
saigr Lld r in T 
end soot c : < 








—\- 


greenbrier County and settled on lands adjoining those pos- 


sessed by his brother James. These persone had ten children-— 


six sons and four daughters. 
Abram Callison married Frankie Blair from North Carolina, 


ter of the late Major William Blairm near Hillsboro, and 





after living a few years in Pocahontes County went to North 


Joseph Callison married Elizabeth Bright of Greenbrier 





Ieaae Callison married Huldah Hickman in Bath County 


diana. 





, Callison Junior was married to Martha 11. and 





Callison married Mary Bright, sister of Jose; a's 


» 





t 


he old homestead and finally moved 








located in the Meadows of West Greenbrier 





Anthony and Abagail Calli- 


- William Burnsides and went to Indiana. 
*4son married Jonathan Jordan and they lived 
; e « led by Peter Clark. It was here 
, 1 Ant ny also ¢ 

















This is a brief contribution to the history of the 


Callison relationship which deserves an importent place in the 


annals of our county.— 


Those people whose lives make up the past, whose history 


so few survive to repeat, sowed in tears, privations and hard— 


ships, what we who now live are reaping in joyful harvest. What 


they sowed in tears we, the living, may reap with grateful joy 


if we have proper appreciation of whet they did and suffered in 


their day and generation. 


Let us not forget that the frugality, industry and careful 





ntion to duties that enabled them to secure this goodly 
heritage is all important. for us to observe and imitate in 


ger to keep it from slipping away from our reach. 





Like busy bees the pioneer people all over our country 


tried to improve every shining hour and turn to some good 


account every opportunity in sight, no matter how hard it 


eene 1¢ has been well said that thi 


ose who look only for 
ces, will finally round up in the hardest places and 


no way to get out, except by death. 
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Florence Schum 









Stephen Suel and Jacob Marlin. 






ntry and took up 


5 men, recently from New England,visited the cow 





e on the Greenbrier river. 





ssidenc 
ther improve- 





nd being engaged in making some O 
ak 


erected a cabin a 
one of them,to for- 






tercation arose,Which caused Stephen Suel, 
e time in a hollow tree not far 


panion-They were thus 


from the 





n and abide for som 
ch was still occupied by his old com 


Lewis,of Augusta and his son Andre 






51. when John wo were eX— 






o whom Suel made known the cause of their living apart, 


in their morning salutations, 


country 3t 





experienced 





the great pleasure which he now 





whereas when they slept un- 





ng from their respective habitations; 
ly greetings passed between them. Suel 






roof ,none of those kind 


long remain in the vicinity of Martin,the other of the two 








moved forty miles west of his first improvement ,and- soon af- 





prey to Indian ferocity." 














ll,in Sketches of the History,1 i 

e y,Life and Manners _o: 
n, i826), p-60, wha visited the Greenbrier a 
rver. 8s Sewail's-companion. "These two men,says 
Saveraty rs), but at length they disagreed 













nd used iS sit ap al re vi cee Sewell ite 
Geet up ght without sleep,wit 
at each other And what could that tests 








1 tOnly + 
L2 pies ones you, and could you not ‘a- 
oe ity ebout tevlaqgins® Onesie’ teal ere 

other an Epigcopalian." 1.c.D. 





Lyme 


C.Draper) 

















—$$_———— = = Nelle Y. Me~eaue 


— 





hiin 
June 17, 194 liar Linton, We Yee 





POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


t Shapter 
Concerning questions asked by the writer on Chap 


are 

Andrew and Robert Sitlington were two different per- 
sons. Robert Sitlington married the widow of Lieut. Warwick 
and lived at Dunmore a number of years after the marriagee 
Jacob Warwick, the son of Lieut. and Elizabeth Dunlap Warwick, 
remembered but little of his own father and cherished the 
highest regard for his step-father, Robert Sitlington. When 
Jacob Warwick attained his majority, Robert Sitlington moved 
to his own property near old Millboro, the estate later occupied 


Mrs. Dickinson, the daughter of Andrew Sitlington. I have 


been unable to find how Andrew and Robert Sitlington were relat- 





ed. Andrew Sitlington owned some land in Pocahontas County 


but there is no account of his ever having lived here. 


The letter was written by Robert Sitlington to his bro- 


ther John in ireland, according to an editorial written by the 
Zete Andrew Price and published in the Pocahontas Times April 
ad 


As to the name of 


Lieut. “arwich, historians disagree. 
Mr. Andrew Price tt 


ought his name might have been William 
Bot 1 find the following article in Annals of \ugusta County 
3726-1071, “a44011, : 
he t torioal Nagas ine for August, 1692 
e ; ; gust, v2, contains 





> Price 


entitled "Pioneer His- 


the followin, 





& Tacts: 


gusta County from 
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Willimasbubg probably about the year 1740. He was & lieutenant 


in ti, service of the British Government, and was employed in 


surve;ing and locating land grants in Augusta. His Christian 


name 3 not given, but we find a deed on record from James Gay 


to «Gis erwick, dated March 21, 1759, and presume that the 


yas the same as Lieut. Warwick. According to the 





3 referred to, he married BZlizabeth Dunlap, who lived near 





village of iiddlebrook. He obtained for himself 





of land called Dunmore, in the present County of Pocahon- 





en .ugusta. After the birth of four children,- Charles, 


Jacob and John- and settling his tamily on the Dun- 





Lieut. warwick concluded to visit lngland. He 








departure, 





iven up for 





subseque 


married Robert Sitlington. 





arwick who settled on veer Creek, I have 








any relationship between his 
‘ b fhe descendants of Jacob 
ink 3 a different branch of the 
1% t, Was any relationship, it 
1 i t. f ‘ 1 “arwick I finda, he \ 
ance h or the Y 
ok t ly a 
t- t 1 r a t L berore 
ene ' 











POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
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Jizabeth married John Slaven on April 3, 1783 and by this 
arriage there were five daughters and two sonse 


Both andrew and WilliamrVWarwick went to the Hichlands 





ves. andrew Married Elizabeth 





nbrier county for their 
Graig and Jillian married Nancy Craig the sister of Mrs. Andrew 


4lliam Warwick settled on veer Greek where Peter 








k now lives and had three children, Robert Craig, 





h und Margaret. andrew warwick also opened up @ home 





ards occupied by Maj. J. Cc. 


children were: Jane, who merried 








sreenbank Margaret was Mrs. Samuel Sutton; 





Jacob Hartman near Greenbank and went to the 





k, son of Andrew warwick, Married Elizabeth 


























. if and sett or : 
il, , and settled on the veer Creck homestead, then 
4 I to Miissouri. Mary varwick married 
I : 1 lived on ty now held by Joseph Riley; 
viley; 
11 srwi e irs, Geo. Burner, ot Travele Repose. anne 
i to Ve tHe arbogast, and lived near Glade- 
osed by a fragmentary reference to 
3 , « De 
l } re a re 
Pice ith the 
troops 
t he 
soo" > 








POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


Ae 





relationship. 
fhe tradition 4s that John warwick, Junior, married 


poage of Auguste County Tt is pelieved that James 





her father, lived & while on Knapps creek, ana after- 





to Kentucky. 


this marriace John warwick, dunior, settled on the 





the arm afterwards wned bY Capt. Ge Ww. Siple- 


+ remember seeing traces of the cabin he had 





He remained there put @ short time, hows 





moved to Ohi° about 1790. 





re three little boys, one of them naned John. 





ficer claimed to be & descendant of 4 John Warwick 





nia, & grandson,~ and was @ son doubtless, of one 





that went to Ohio with their parents from 





on Deer Ureek- Shis Federal officer became 4 





a national reputation by deteat- 


contest. 


ocahontas County History 


by Rev. William 


nneals of Augusta 


County - 
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WILL OF SAMPSON L. MATHEWS. 


ity Fsampson L. Mathews of the County of Pocahontas, _| 
Virginia, being in good health, of sound disposing mind and 
memory, but knowing that life is always uncertain, do make | 
publish & declare this to be my last Will and Testament. 

lst. I will & devise to my seeenier aeee Ann Mathews, 
all my lands lying on Stamping Creek & Stpehen Hole Run, 
near and adjoining Mill Point, in Pocahontas County, for 


and during her natural life, and after the death of my said 





reby will © devise the said land and real 





vhe name of " Mary Ann Mathews Academy". 





rz the care government and direction of that branch 







styled the new school, 


so 


id Church 





all adhere to the 


fon of faith,—-ang Th 





ereby aut 








Tustee, 


James Withrow, a 





oon as the 
med 211 be lege 





nartered by the f 





dauchter die leaving children surviving her, that such 


children of my said daughter peing females, shall be admitted 


bile to said Academy & thus receive instruction as long 





as shell be desired, free from all charges for tnhition, for 
all the terms such female children shall attend satd Academy. 
nd for the purpose of securing the benefits & advantages of 


said Academy, to my friemds, & a preference in favor of their 


families, I do hereby will & direct that the children (female) 





ilies of my brothers, Jacob W. Mathews & of Andrew 





of the families of the Justices of the 


S$ who sustained my election as Surveyor of 





» Shall be next prefered as scholars to 





but not without charge for tuition fees as 





2 NsoericT ee ss eee a 
3 I will and devise to my saia daughter Mary Ann 
u all the & resia 
rest residue of my real estate in the State 











‘ wee woe @ Caring her natural life and after her death 
“4 te childre 1f the 4a 
of the said ty Ann, as shall sur— 
eo ty one or marry, but if my 
eid daughter 1 die without leaving 


children, or if she 








i t Trustee 
the legal title shall vest in the said James withrow> 


named in 
as aforesaid, or in the Trustees or corporate pody 
s s 3 


e ; ; - ne use & 
the act of incorporation of said Academy cones 


j ni i been 
purpose thereof as effectually as if this devise had 
made directly to said Academy. 
h.— I will and devise a tract of land I own in Missouri, | 
containing 160 acres, for the use & purpose of a parsonage of | 


the Mew School Presbyterian Church, and for this purpose do 


hereby invest my said friend Jameg Withrow with the legal 





tle thereto as Trustee, to hold the same in trust for the 





a parsonage of said Church, and to convey the legal 





le thereof &-thereto to said Trustee in Missouri as may be 





y constituted, to take and hold the same, the use & 





herein indicated. 


above devises are made subject to the payment 





debts, but of all the real estate of which I may 


o 
£ 





be necessary to be sold for the payment 





vill & direct that my Missouri lands 





that no part of the lands on 


le Run, near & adjoining Mill Point 
nt, 








thereon, shall be ever sold 
. else, but held as lana ted 
a ed 2 
end f ‘ r ; 
cade And it is furt t 
‘a that 
{ sh 
: oo a 18 s@ised, whic 
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be requisite 
Academy shall be sold or disposed of than shall a 

; ilaings for th 
& necessary of the erection of the necessary puilding 


use of said Academy. 


i ecutor 
I hereby appoint James Withrow of Lewisourg my Ex ? 
s ad this to 
hereby revoking all former wills by me made, declare 
i ive 
be my last will & testament. The said Executor not to gi 
security. As witness my hand & seal this twenty sixth day of 
October in the year 1650. 
SAMPSON L. MATHEWS (SEAL) 
ted by us in the 


nee of the Testator & _ 
request at the same time. 


Teste — Johnson Reyholds 
Robert F. Dennis 






nich Will being proven by the oaths of Johnson Reynolds 


i Robert F. 





Dennis, subscribing witnesses thereto was 


to be & is herein recorded. And thereupon James 


the Executor named in said will, who made oath & 





bond in the penalty of Twenty Five Thousana 


dollars conditioned as the law directs, which bond is in 
the words & figures following,to wit: 
iow all 


men by these presents. 





That I,James 
eld & firmly bound unto the Commonwealth of 
t 


sum of Twenty Five Thou 





nd dollars, for 


ent whereof well & truiy 
1 truly to be made, I bing myself, 
my beirs, Exe tor nd Admiy 7 
nietratora, firmly by these 
resents. onled th my 
Pp A y @al1 an Gated thig 
Septerber, + 


26th day of 











The condition of the ab 


ove obligation is that if the said 


James Withrow, Executor of Sampson L. Mathews dec'd shall 


faithfully aischarge the duties of his trust, then the 


above obligation to be void, else to remain in full force. 


JAS. WITHROW (SEAL) 


ed sealed & acknowledged 
open Court - Wm. Skeen Clk. 








hnereupon letters testamentary in due form is granted 
he said James Withrow in dur form of law, upon the Estate 





n L. Mathews dec'd. 








sersonal Estate of Sampson L. Mathews 
ectd, & mak 7 


eof to Court. 











Bene ile 


File e 
Poldors 








Soe ee I + 
1621, the son of Henry Turner 


died ed in the 
Mary (Piper) Stofer who die! 





Mextean War under Taylor, volunteer 








beginning of the Civil War entered the Confed 






















n the face, 


one was cut out near 


The 














gave 
aed we lost to the Confeder 

political end social relations he y one 
a opull n Huntersville. He lived to be quite 
an n the Ly Japt. Stofer the town lost a fine 





hem gentleman and a beloved 


uy 19: 


Pia LS sn 1852 and 
ofer who died in 1852 ani 


commis- 


? 


twice j 


the 


formed which 





‘no Bruce grawford, chief state Suyenssso 
\ uge Crawford, chief State 


Pron Nelle Y. McLaughlin office 


Subject 
Separate sheet for each subject. 211: 


I am sending you 4a verbatim copy from Gounty Court Order 
Book No. 2 of John Braéshaws application for a pension 
under an act of Congress.7" In-my ‘reeding somewhere, I have 
seen that there were fifteentof these ola veterans who 
lived to be old enough to apply for pensions in this cx > 


county. 









“ 






Pocahontas COUNTY 


te of eee) vet : 2 
Pocahontas ‘County To wit: ee 


a La Cal ae* t ms 12 appeared s 
On this 4th day of Bepveuber oo! eS Cubed by, gohn 
4n open Court, before Benjamin Ta. _ . eoehontas County - 
Gilleland, mise ete wut Foote eaid county 
now sitting. 0: ra 2 a eeventy-two years, 
of Pocahontas, and State of Virginia, see 
cy inept day of TOUS? LOLS Gh make’ he Telaortas 
ByOrn G00 erases eit of the Act of 
declaration, in order to obtain the bene: revs tery one 
iongress seed June 7th 1632... That he entere 4 
oF ae tAtted States under the following named oan y on 
the month of January 1781, under Captain Seen Si Tony 
Lieutenant Joseph Given; Ensign Thomas Right, oe or 
Sampson Mathews. He was drafted in and taken zon e a y 
of Augusta, in the State of Virginia, where he reside 2 is 
passed over the Blue Ridge, down to Camp Carson, near Ports= 
mouth, in Virginia, where he remained the greater part of 
the winter; and, from there the army marched down to Mur= 
dock's Mills, nearer Portsmouth, where he remained until the 
expiration of his Term of service. Three months expired on 
the ninth day of April 1781----- he was discharged. He was 
in one engagement undér the before named officers, at, ox 
in sight of Portsmouth. He was not wounded, but one of the ~~ 
officers, Captain Cunningham, of Rockbridge County, Virginia, - 
wae wounded, and one soldier was also wounded. He was en= 
geged several times in routing the ploket guard. He was. 
Sergeant in the Company aforesaid. Sues ee 





That he was again drafted from the Militia as aforesaid, 
and from the county aforesaid, in the year 1781, tnder the»: 
command of Colonel Samuel Vance, and Captain Thomas Hicklin,=* 
and taken to Little York, where Cornwaliace's Army lay and’ 
was in the siege of York---at the taking of Cornwailace and © 
guaréed the prisoners to the barracks at Winchester virginia, 
where he was discharged: That he was taken out of the ‘ 
Company of John Henderson, in the County of Greenbrier, now 
Monroe, in the State of Virginia, as a volunteer Spy in the 
epring of the year 1776; that he was then in his 18th year: 
that before entering on the duties of a Spy, he took th ee 
of fidelity. He spent the summers of 1776=1777-1778 a one 
arr a Breteler is ence eounty of Monroe as aforesaid 

k n * 
Deeripgiae afcrecaia. ‘ie Near ome could testify to his 


to # pension or annuity, except the inquishes eyery claim 





that hie name 16 not on the pension present, and declares 


‘any State. Roll of the agenoy of 


eee subeoribed, | the day and year aforesaid 


st JOHN BRADSHAW, 
: 












in the recent 





John, Alexander and 
anian in the latter part 


settled nearby at 





the enmity of Francis I of France. 





r Charles V of many, the 
their location. 


hased near Folney 





‘th the consent of James Ist 


erg,John, Alexander 
































Bay of Cauldwell" - also a fire burning on 4 hill, over 
Words "Jiount Arid" and a vessel surrounded by high waves. 





The name of "Cauldwell" early entered the wars of the 
as Joseph, John, Alexander, Deniel, David and Andrew 
If Cauldwell went with Oliver Cromwell (whose grand-mother was 





Am Cauldwell) to eland, of which he was the Lord Governore 
Mrter his promotion to the protectorate of England, they re- 





1 the restoration of 





Hained in his interest in Ireland wi 


Charles II, when David, John and Alexander fled to America. 





Joseph died in Irel nd Daniel remained there, but several 





o America, settling on the James 


John Cauldwell did not settle in 


is assured that his son, John Caldwell (as the 





rgaret Philips in County 





ere born to them. 





known as 





John Caldwell 














was nesdexed by British soldiers 


founders of Princeton College, 


at Elisabethtovm, New Jersey, and his descendants received, by 
the way of pension, oferkships at Washington for many years. 
Two of his sons led in the tBnaation of the Liberia Coloniza- 
tion scheme, and gave name to Cauldwell, Liberia. 

Martha, daughter of William Caldwell, became the 
mother of John Caldwell Calhoun, the American statesman. ‘The 


wished for patriotism during the Var 





whole family were distin 





he Revolution. 
Robert Caldwell was an early settler in Mercer County, 
Mentucky, where he died in 1806 the father of a large family, 


who were an honor to the State. One son, John died while 








ernor, and was buried at Frankfort where a public 





cs his life work. He gave the name to Caldwell 





he was early settler. 


11 was a Major-General in the War of 1812, 





£ the Logan County Court. Both were mem- 





ure, as was Robert Caldwell, who presided 





the famous resolutions of 1798 were adovted 


The daughter of 


obert Caldwell became the wife of 0 

















1col ecretary of the Interior, 
ry, another thter of Robert married Dr. R 
arried Dr. R. CG. 
; ¢ r Ame r 
1 his day. Javid Cal wa 
buried i: i 1 . 
widow wit . V og 
mi t Noeia 
a. Caldwell 
One of as 





Aesoeriant= * 


















a 


investigations prove that the Calawells in 


Mhe recent 
erica, whom common traditions point to a common origin and H 
|ncestry, comprise at least three distinct pranches of the ] 
family, each starting from & separate emigration from Ireland. | 
histor=- | 


These emigration’ according to the evidence now 


recorded are: 





First emigration John Caldwell of Ireland with his family, 
o 
lended at Newcastle, Delgware, December LO erative Settled 





‘lyania, and finally in 1742 at 





James Caldwell of Cou 


With him came also his two 






well fa y Hi 
of Harmony Hill, near 


T™ a $4 + 
Ireland, with his family in 1799 
aan 772 

















Ping y the site of the present Salisbury 
exception of the young-= 
sharleston, South Carolina. He also |} 
oats so had 
c ep 
4; James settled in 
ttled in Lt 
timre 
| iH 
nd rel “st + 
not ) 
¥ | 
; | 
’ Y 
who a rated | 
h ted to } 
r ear 54 4 | 
nt € of Cor} 4 









Lon - money 
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i a at Wheeling 
Te fanily crossed the mountains and settled at Mi g 
s " s up the proad 
in 1772, two years before the Zanes. They ook up & 
pyottom lands south of V neeling Creek, peing ebout twelve hun- 


area acres of the present city of Wheeling. 


of land in the 





mes Caldwell took up large surveys 





ver Valley and lived there until his death in 1800, 


reet of the City o£ Wheeling. 





James Caldwell was commissioned by Patrick Henry, the 


# Virginia, one of the “Gentlemen Justices" for Ohio 





+o be a member of the first Court, which then 









ory. This was the first Court in 





the first organized government west 


o 4 a‘ i J ini This Court 





and recomnended 


governor for commission. This ] 





of Fort Henry at Wheeling against Bri 





end on various other military enterprises 





ecords of the court of Ohio County 





Llitia 





-icient 








| 
| 
: 
| 









4 antati after one of 
He was driven outs from his plantation af 


i £ Indians 
py one_of the Girty family end a band of I Ss 





ih i citi with 
4s improvements, sending him & fugitive 
4 illior jearing the 
carried behind him on a pillion. Hearing 


cettle with silver 





g, they filled*iarge c 


+ and other valuables and buried it in the woods and fled 
money ana th aluabl 










When they returned for their valu- 
, could not find where the house had stood, nor any trace 


While they were at Claysville, their 





been printed before the Revolution 









ear of our 


These old rebel justices 





1 the year of our Sovereign Lord 





George 





and inserted 











ubeth died 


y- The 





house 



















in abeyance and Cast 











mony « The 


on the 





e ru 





daughters, 

















powder was stored across the road from the fort. 








oges excla: 





ed to the commander that a woman's life was not 








worth much an offered to go and bring a St pply of this powder. 





persistence was such that 





ander gave her 












dia not molest her. 


5 1 apron with powder and 








mea upon the Indians what she was doing. They fired at 





aculously 





nto the fort, safe with the 


2. Miss Zane who car 








id it was 




















fenin of Maryland and her second 


cy 


husband was Lee. 





Mary Caldwell was born in 1756 and married August Bs 





75 Colonel Moses CatonChapline, of Wheeling. She Was the 





neral Moses V. Chapline, aid-de-camp 





o General 


he war of 1612. 





married Elizabeth, eldest daugh- 





osiah Fox, constructor of the first American Navy, whose 


1] record has been 





given to the Journal of American 





well was born in 1758. She married Colonel Hughes. 





+ion called "The Mount" Havre-de-Grace, where 





and made cannon during 





the war of 1812, receiv- 


the government for several. Before he had 








h spiked them all, which resulted 








died young. 


1 1764 and married Colonel 








born in 1765 





and r 





oo 


-il- 





went to Congress from that district. He was said to be the 
handsomest man in the state. He was President of the Merchants 
end Mechanics Bank of Wheeling and at his death left a large 
estate. He married Nancy Booker of St. Clairsville. His son 
Alfred Caldwell was a graduate of Washington and Jefferson Col- 
lege, Pennsylvania ang of the Harvard Law School. He was an old 
+ime whig and was seated py his party as Senator +o the State 


Legislature of Virginia. -In 1860, he became a Republican. 





The people of Richmond, the capital of Virginia, threat- * 


ened to mob him if he, a Republican, came there and took his 






He accepted their challenge, went to the 


rst Republican s peech ever heard there. 


Lincoln appointed him Consul to Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands 








Mayor of Wheeling. He married 





irst, Hattie 





reir son was Alfred Caldwell, who was bom in 1884 





Professor Harding's Academy in Wheeling, at 





DP Pec hs ale Bere ae a ae 
in Ohio County Virginia, now West Virginia, at 





ge near Honolulu and at Yale, taking the decree of 











Tis. e studied lew in his father's office, being 
i £ 2 € 
ted +c © Wheel4r gin AeA 
ec 1g bar in 1968, Alfred Caldwell went with 

‘ c ne ‘te in Honolulu in 1661, They returned 

8 way home he &opped in Western 
ex c | 

© be een the Enperor } 
the Me 

. t Ll of 1e¢ 














peachnent 





ey General 


in 1876, and Attor 





1895. This descendant of the Caldwell's resided 






racticed law. He married | 





ied a Dr. 


born in 1774 and lived in Wheel- 





and through Henry Clay's influence 


He moved to Missou- 





Court dude 
Court Judge. 






















yeeord is evidence of the power of heredity 





ve recorded for its intrinsic historical values. 





porn in Lewisburg, Green- 










son of Dewitt 


ENS A SN a ac 


same year-- 


amv 


lished the first 










BIS Ate ey See ear) 


Jaen ces 





ee 
























Ar r . * 
TP. Caldwell, was 


11, son of J. 
being pro- 


for several “years, 
xr two previous +o his death 
at the residence 


Dr. H. Clay Caldwe 
1 surgeon in jhe Wavy 
to full surgeon a year ©: 


‘which occurred while home on leave © 
December 1, 185 


f absence, 


of his father, in Lewisbure, 9, in the 28th 


He was a young man of prilliant promise; 


year of his age. 


- of superior mind and an honor to his profession. 


am H. was also @ physician, was justice 


." The father of Willi 
court of Greenbrier County 


ef the peace, Clerk of the county 
end also United States examining Surgeon for West Virginia, 
William H. Caldwell, in addition to his professional duties, 
hela the seal of Notary in and for Greenbrier County for two 
years. His residence is in Lewisburg District and he owns 
‘the "Stone House" at "River Dale" on. the Greenbrier river--one 
of the finest houses built in the county, erected and owned 


by Benjamin Grigsby a Presbyterian Iinister and pioneer of 

the county. 4 lof eces Phe, Geta 
ae tie Catolortte— 
pre 0 ellwtilie 2 Po over 














Pile . 
Polder: 









the bravest of 


and xanked among 


end Chief of Staff, Vest Virginia 


Veterans. 


Born June 30, 1843, in Bath County, 





Virginia Military Institute, 


Virginia Cavalry. 





U.C.V. 949 





Yoffet Poage Camp xrlinton, 





residence was Linwood, st Virginia, 
Get us remember that the Confedeate 


honor, surrendered with honor, and abided 


After 


the war he came dack 





as loyal to the fl 





as Union men. 





es human 11 


e. 






istory and place them where the 
too late and the romance, 
old South be burned in oblivion. 


G ee 
Jolonel Gatewood married Mary 





Jam 






wei 4n the brick mansi ‘ 
Lived in the brick mansion at Mount 





Colon y and hospitality 








most belove’ 


, Virginia Cavalzy> 
comrades» 


Division, 


Virginia, 
e Confederate service April 17th, 1861 wie 
Dieutenant Company 
He served until close of 
Vest Virginia. 


where he died 


Loy: 
Ga 
MOXWLCOIC , 


n Grove, 


"ney moved 


@ citizens. 

He was an officer 
(Bath County ) 
Aajutant General 


United Confederate 


he entered 

hy Cadet Corps of 

F lith Regiment, 

the war. Member 
His 

in 1910. 

soldier 


fought with 


the issues with honor. 


into the Union equal with Union men. 


The field of history 


Let us glean all the true gems of 


yorld can see them, 


alty and great of the 


daughter of dpdge 
sometime they 
noted for its 


to their large 





Land of + i 7 
in Pocahontas County 
. Morvdiok ( ood 3 80 Lovely bot? E 
re yoth in person « en 
a I on and character 





new hom 














4 icini £ Linwood. 
ylar physician in the vicinity oO LL 





lamneron, & DOP 





yho live at the 








Bugene and Massie, 





Mheir sons are 
Gatevood at Linwood . 





puilt dy Colonel 





peautiful Golonial home 
Willian Gatevood , third son, married Goldie Yeager and lived in 














neir marriage - Andrew 








ner death not long after % 





Virginia until 





sister of 





married Brownie Yeager; 


Gatenood, youncest sonf, n 
nd daughters of the late Honorable Brown M. Yeager. 














Goldie 
have made their hone at Pulaski, Virginia,for many years; 





They 





irst class mining ‘engineer. 





lr. Gatewood being 4 fe 






Mrs. Jane Catewood's daughter Mary 





a merchant who lived in Menphis, Tennessee, vhere she died of 





yellow fever. The other daughter became the wife of Mr. Patton 
of Rockbridge. Her daughters “rs. Crockett and Iirs. Kent were 


bly esteemed ladies of Witheville and vicinity. Upon her 





second marriage Mrs. Frances Patton became the wife of General 


Darman, of Lexington, Virginia. 





Jane became Mrs. Kennedy, 


pews and her Descendants - 






~ Warwick M 





family was married to 
Warwick homestead 


ajor Warwick" s 


member of Iie 
ne old 


This 
ars occupied tt 


Warvick, Andrew Gaterood, 


thews and for ye 
dren were Jacob 








mmore. Her chil 
seth and Jane. 


Lockhart, Elizat 





ington's Creek near 





usta 





Mathews resided on 
ieCue of Aug 
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a pioneer minister in 





vter of Rev. 






His wife was 


as 





yho is ment in history 





and Monroe Counties. 





wo daughters, 


Greenbrier 











Hannah of near 





ers County is 





a crand-dau Mathews « 





arwiek 





the third sonf 





Mathew 
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Greenbrier County. The town 


Nancy Bdger of Gr 





te now occupies the Edgar homestead - He was the 





Pocahontas County and a member of the Court 





lirs. William H. } ceClintic. 





child Mary became 


ated at Roanoke College arpa 


ae 
as. He met 
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1} 4 Warviek See and 
to Adam See fio lived near 
He was 2 well known lawyer 
ruling 





lands, an 4nfluenvial eitizen and 
d seven daughters 





There were four sons ean 
The sons were George, Jacob, Warwick and 
ters, Eliza, Dolly; Christine, “arty 





and Margaret. 





the wife of the 








commanded an 


sry for the Confederate service. 


a infen’ 





and was 











\ 





ginia, jn a Military hospital in 1862. His 





Rev. Charles C. S. M. See, a well Imom minister, was 





: bees ESE Ee 
im and had his pody earried +o Tinkling Springs Cemetery 
usta County. In personal appearance, he is said to have 


a marked likeness +o his erand-father and inherited his 





ovie spirit alone with his name. 


son, Charles Cameron, was among the most pop- 





Jmovm citizens of his native county and a 






stian gentlemen. His wife was a daughter of 
an eminent physician of Beverly, West Virginia. 


vy See was an influential citizen of Augusta County, 





elder in the old Stone Church, is his son. Peter 





daughter of irs. Eliza Gamble, one of 





ters, whose husband, Dr. Robert 





a ruling elder in the Augusta 





Hon. John Hutton of 


Huttonsville, 





member of 1 








ginia Legi 





ried Washington 








Her 














achel Cameron See was the wife of Honorable Paul 
eel of Pocahontas County. He was for years a member of the 








+, Sheriff of the Comty, and was a member of the Virginia 
y ion passed the ordinance of secession. 
son George resided near Hillsboro. He was 





Andrew Gatewood 





eel raised a Com- 
died several years ago. 
ied law, 


and died in Lexing- 


daughters, became the 





wife of 








n liinister in 





Rock- 


Beard 





Virginia. 





Andrew Warwick and His Family. 


iajor Jacob Warwigk hed another son Charles Cameron, put 


le at school in Essex County, Virginia, aged fourteen. 





the only son that lived to be grown and to perpetuate 


th 





-ts name. He was twice werried. ius tise wife was a 


Ylood of Nelson County; the second wife was a Miss Dickenson 





Springs, Bath County, Virginia. Andrew Warwick's 





James Woods, resided on Jackson's River on 4 section 





He served a term as Judge of the Courts 





old homestead. 
He received the appointment from 


© Be nd Hi and Counties. 





He had never been 4 lawyer by pro- 


such was his clear perception and common sense of 





= to be done that he met the duties of his station 









Jity and very acceptably to the people. He had 


oF 


1s; John An@rew was a Liewtenant in the Confederate 





4 several wounds, from one of which he suffered 








1e was in the west, leading the 


ersman. He died in ‘1898. 





a teacher, and Cou 





Super 





n Vocahontas County. 


leceased, 
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ewood and her Descendants. 
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Vance, and 


1le of Botetourt County, 





mt Madison. Their daughter Eliza 








Tar wy, 
Janes near Warm 5: 





ings, 
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was an extensive planter, 





Bath County. 





er and attorney for Commonwealth 
2 sr pees - 
Another daughter was ARS lirs. Jacob MeClintic of near 


wrwick's second son, Jacob, married Ellen Massie 


Andrew Wa: 


ja (easter part) and most of his life was spent there. 


and much esteemed for his elevated 


rwick, the third son of Andrew resided in Poca- 
er of the Court, School Commissioner, 


tions of trust, he was 





influential. His first 


ughter of Andrew Gatewood, of whom 





second marriage was with 








. Craig, Merchant at 








sons, John Wa 





: at hington and lee College. 





member of Jacob 
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ROBERT BEALE- -PLONSER 






le of Botetourt County, 


year 1827 Robert Bea. 
of the place 


About the 
palf mile southeast 


inie, setsled on Elk a 


Virs: 
where Mary Gibson Chapel now stands. A pea of tansy near 
ood. 


+ vhere the house st 
ana plank floors 


the spo 


the roadside marks 
The house was puilt of hewn timbers 
sawed with the whip sav py hand and was considered an ex- 


cellent building at that time. 


hter of Major 








ance Poage, daus 





arwick Poague, whose home was at 





Poague and ancy 





jJlian 
Yerlin's Botton. She was a lady of most excellent qualities 
ef mind and heart. These worthy young people soon puilt up 
an attractive home in the forest, and they seemed fully con- 
tented with their surroundings. 


100d was called "The Old Field Fork of Elk”. 





ale was very See 7 
ale was very energetic and industrious and while 


















he wo rked with his own hands as laboriously 


he its, 
os the | st. 





It was believed he contracted his fa i 
rtracted his fatal illmess ata 











f rolling. 
he Sabbath da “re 
were me spent in Pr 
ani Sabbet choc ory s } re 
, r es with the fainjliies o: 
Davis far ) i ' 
nnah, the n ht 





dwelling. 








in his region, officiated at his residence and pleasant, 


profitable meetings were the result. 
In personal appearance lie. Beale was fine looking. 


s manners were those offcultivated Christian gentleman. 


Ss 





He was. sincerely and intelligently pious ana had he lived 


nere is no estimating the influence he might have had all 





wer our county,for he had come to stay and make this par- 





+icvlar place his hone for life. 


His ideal of a hone such as he desired was to have 





Je pastures with flocks of sheep and herds of cattle and 


_— live removed from the ext avagence and allurements 








ty e so termed, 





ve books and papers and be on 





pleasant terms with Iin@ and honest neighbors. His aims 





sterializing in the picturesque region, famed 





s, fertile, heavily timbered mountains , 





stal springs and quiet sheltered dales. 





receive that for all the 

















ele of yy for new beginners, no 
ce excel Elk as it n was, Therefore it was 
er ou 0 @ person so much needed 

z x nh such a » the right man in the 

pisce < eort , th succes t in reach, 

she ‘ n 


10, SlOWly pine ay 





Ay and ¢ 





\ ). On an eminence overlook- 











with his wife and little 


passed Sabbath evenings in summer 


daughters me bis grave was made, and he nov waits for the 


Redeemer to come as he has promised to do for those who 





love his appearing. 
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JACOB WARWICK - The Pioneer. 
JAYS Oe 





The father of Jacob Yarwiek came to Augusta County 


from Williamsburg, Virginia, during colonial times, between 


1740 and 1750. He was a lieutenant in the service of the 
British Grown, and was employed in surveying and locating land 
exents in Pocahontas Comty, which county included territory 
of which States have since been formed. 

Tieutanant Warwick located and occupied the Dunmore 
property for his om use. He married Elizabeth Dunlap near 


iiddlebrook. He was one of the Inglish gentry whose family 


settled in Virginia in consequence of political reverses in 





England and whose history is so graphically given in’ Thacker- 
ay's giniens* 


Aiter operating extensively in lands and securing the 


Dunmore property in his ovm name, Lieutenant Warwick concluded 





© never returned and being heard of no 





settled on the Dunmore property, had it 


to Jacob and afterward marrie obe: tvlington 
b and a vard married Robert Sitline+ 
S 2 





Dunmore ¢ mt 
ore a number of years after her second 


med to have remenibered but little of 


Has Om Tether, ond alvays cheri 
tay® cherished the Tit st fi 








on left a beavest of one thousand dollars 





ling 





rs. Si 





Windy Cove Church, the annual interest of wt ich was to be 
to Windy © shurch nh 
3 a ees oie 
paid to the pastor 6F that congregation. For a long time it 


ged by the Messrs. Sloan; in the hands of Stpehen 






ancial failure. 


ching legal age and coming into possession of 








cob Warwick was married and settled at Dunmore. 





Warwiek was dead, the 








ersville, Virginia, was 


ie. William and James Bell 





ames Bell was the father 





Bell, well Imovm citizens of 


st home after his marriage. 





Colonel John Vance of 


k at Mountain Grove, 





meeburg, Ken- 

















yenained at Dunmore a number of yearse 


lin. Warwick 


ren were &. v. € OV 6 s of 
Tis child. 11 born there. HH med large tract: 
His 


lands and had herds of cattle and droves of horses. His pos- 


sessions on Jackson's River were purchased from Alexander Hall 


of North Carolina. ir. Hall owned from the Byrd place to 
Warwiekton. ir. Warwick had sent out one hundred head of 
cattle to be wintered in the cane brakes. This herd was taken 
by Hall as part payment for the Jackson River lands then rated 
at eight pounds a head (about forty dollars). The Clover Lick 
lands were rented from the Lewises. 

The accounts from Kentucky were so flattering that lir. 
Warwick decided to settle there. He set out for the purpose 
of locating a new home, in a new place. ‘The persons in advance 
of the party with whom he was going were killed by Indians 


near Sewell Mountain; when Mr, Warwick and those with him came 


up and saw their slain friends all returned home. lirs., Warwick 


became so unwilling to leave her Pocahontas home, that her 
fmsband concluded to exchange his Kentucky possessions with 


one Alexander Dunlap for a portion of the Clover Lick lands 

. 3 a 

She Dunlap patent called for four hundred acres of iland; the 
3 





g@ctual survey made 





« hundred, 


There vas 





4 suit abo this ss t 
about this possession between Lewis 





@ni Dunlap. When matters x et 

y stters becane actorily Settled, Mr. 
a Rok moved to Clover £ i 
larwio: ove lover Lick ana lived in a row o: cabins 


After & Tow yours he and rs. Warvwto): 


thought it might be 
better for their hdren to live oy 
liv on” 


the Jnokson Riv 
E anole River estate 
Hoved tc eth ar a * 
They nd rennined 


there unti 


the x marriage of 








Upon their return to Clover Lick, the 


their son Andrev. 


i and arrange- 
log cabins were not satisfactory for a residence 


4 ick Bruffey 
ments were made to build a spacious home. Patric 


was employed to prepare the material. He began work in Mr. 
Warrrick's absence. lirs. Warwick instructed Mr. Bruffey to hew 
the timbers so as to have a hall or passage- He did so. When 
tir. Yarwick retumed and found what had been done, he was not 

nleased with his wife's plans and had the Toes changed. Mr. 


hered the logs and dressed the plank for sixty pounds 





(nearly three hundred dollars) . The nails were forged by 





Varm Springs. 
Several mounds have been discovered near Clover iick. 


In searching for material for the foundation of the large new 





the builders gathered some nice stones from a rock pile. 





human remains. When lir. Warwick heard of it, he 





to be replaced and told them to not molest 


that looked like a burial place. 





Greenbrier Ben 





1e opening of a grave in front of the Chapel; 





ior quality of the articles found with the 





were of 


the opinion it was the tomb of a Chief. 


rected it to be carefully closed, and the relics 





main objects in having 





the new home so spacious 
be used for pro 





ching services and there was 


new home more frequently than any- 


on durin, 





& number of years. 


f toration from Ma 
° 





and, Pennsylvania 





ey Dd: CGlovetLick 
other poines vy 


Nentuchky and Ohio. As many as 


This made Clov' 


north and northeast passed 


forty and fifty would be 





ertained over night, er Lick one of the most 





lic and widely imown places in the whole country. The ap- 





from the east avoided hollows and ravines, keeping @ 


roach 











, points and erests of ridges, SO as to be more secure from 





n@ Indian attacks. The original way out from 





er Lick, going east, after crossing the Greenbrier near the 





Clover Lick avoided Laurel Run, Kept along the high 





dovm to the river, and passed close by the 





livs, Warwick had the first road cut 





rder to bring the lumber in for the new 


ell's in the pine woods, now Green Bank vicinity. 









nteresting incidents are given by 
ng-the character of Mrs. Warwick. While 


husband and others were making hay. 








ternoon the men f 





red 





Some one 





on brought 








the 





ened, ye colored 








Upon another occasion, when the Shawmees were returning 
from one of their raids to the east, forty or fifty of their 
warriors were sent by Clover Lick, it is pelieved to pillage and 


. Warwick of their move~ 





buen. A scout from Millboro warned 





th about twenty others he waited for them in ambush 


rest of the momtains south of Clover Lick. The fire 





fective and every man Irilled or wounded his victim. The 






jens in their surprise hastily retreated, and were pursued 
a sr as Elk Water in Randolph County. Upon hearing of the 


result, lirs. Warwick at once followed her husband and friends, 








net them at the Big Spring on their return and the 
ary hungry party were greatly refreshed by her thoughtful 


‘tion. 










very pious and was a member of the Windy Cove 





hurch. She never felt herself more honored than 


visit her home and preach. The visiting 





2 new horse, or something else as val- 


sppreciation, She was rigid in her 

ne. er brother once made this remark: "Mary 
ewe 

too strict with your family, and you 


. see you are right. You have not a 





yy you. I let my chil- 


ey dO not care near so mich 





y for a time, 
every Sour ree 





arwick residence, Mrs, 





highly emotional and during the services often 





wivick was 


appeared very happy - As to her personal appearance she was 





11, slender and blue eyes, hair slightly tinged | th auburn, 








ge. So she was distinguished for 





ye and agile in her carr 





feature and force of character, 





£ person, beauty of 








of which she retained even to an advanced age 





She was benevolent and her Jcind deeds were done upon 


t was 





neiple of not telling the left hand what the rig 


Persons in her employ would always be over paid. 








whose lot it was to support her blind mother, 









of corn every two weeks and no one knew 


hlete and whose 





arwick was done 











Be 





After this continuous session 


close at two in the afternoon. : wie 
lirs. Warwick would be so exhausted as to req 
. ¥ 


of five hours, ‘ One 
a ir 
assistance to arise and mount her horse. It was he 


to William Sharps and dine and rest awhile, then go home 

GO i 

later in the day. 
The school was mainly made up of Josiah Brown's family, 

John Sharp's, William Sharp's and Jeremiah Friel's. The 

lanented Methodist Preacher, Rev. James B. Moore, once be- 


longed to her Sunday School an@ received from her his earliest 


ret 





gious instructions. 
By common consent, it is agreed that he did more for his 


Church, than any two Ministers who have ever preached in this 





gion. Not a great while before her death, iirs. Warwick, 





during one of lir. Loomis’ Ministerial visits, gfe received the 


ion; upon receiving the elements 





her emotions became 
t that her husband and children fearing results, carried 


her to her ovm room. Yor four weeks she was helpless from 





rostration, 


All her children from Bath ana Pocahontas 


She died at the ripe age of eighty years, in 





lick and was buried there. There were no 





“ind in connection with her burial. 











memorable event of i! " i li 
wDle event of } Warwiek's life was his 

being in the e« peditio ¢ 

n to Point I Leasant under General Andrew 
Lewis, he march fr: \ 

h ~ HOVisburg to Point Pleass i 
“nv #Leasant--one hundred 
@ma sixty rc C8--to0} a 
: * Dinetoen days, +t 18 most probable 
n pany commanded by Captain Nethey 

== ar r n Nevthews, 


Adiang a t i 
4 Was the most decisive that had 








4% on Monday tor 
Y morning, October 10,1774, 


yajor Warvick's sons and dauchters were ‘all born at 
Dunmore, Pocahontas County. The eldest daughter Rachel, 
remembered when the Settlers would fly to the fort near her 
jome, When she was a little girl. The fort was near the spot 
now cccupied by the Pritchard Vill. She became the wife of 
Major Charles Cameron, 2 descendant of the Camerons so noted 
in the history of the Scottish Covenanters. He was in the 
vattle of Point Pleasant and was there called upon to mourn 
the death of his three prothers, slain in the conflict. In 


person, he was ‘of mediun stature, tidy in his dress, wore short 


clothes, very dignified in his manner and was never Imown to 


smile after the heart-rending scenes he witnessed at Point 


Pleasant. He was an officer in the Revolution and served as 


clerk of both courts of Bath County many years. lirs, Cameron 


arew a pension of nine hundred dollars in 1858. 


Major Cameron's residence was on Jackson's river, at 


the crossing of the Huntersville and Warm Springs pike. The 


= perc 4 

two story spring house yet remains in a good state of preser- 

vation A rt i hy hh 
tion, the upper pa of which he used for his office where 


€ lone and faithfylly kept the legal records entrusted to his 
Care, more than one hundred years ago 
One so; ) 
Son, Colonel Andrew Cameron, survived him; he bec 
& wealthy and popwlar oitis a 


cen and represented Batt 
; a Bath coun 
the Virginia Lofislature ae 


: ‘y He removed afterward to Rockbridge 
oun ™na resi 
sided on an estate near Lexington, so 
: a 
educational and scotia) advantage : ates 


s for 
end doughters. or his large family of sons 








210= 


He met his death in a sad way in the town of Lexington, 





nia, where he had gone to hear something of his sons, 


John and Charles in ‘the army. One of the passengers in the 





1 coach was a soldier with a musket. In the act of 





the coach this weapon was discharged, the contents 


a would from which Major Cameron expired almost 





John H. Cameron, a popular physician of Deerfield, 





was his eldest son. Mrs. Thomas White, lirs. D. White 


Judge Leigh of lexington, Virginia, and the late Mrs. 





20n were his daughters. 
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James Henry Renick was @ prominent citizen of both 


Pocahontas and Greenbrier Counties. Falling Springs aa joins 
bor that she has 


Pocahontas county and 4s still so good a neig 


elaims on poth, especially since Divs. Renick was 2 Pocahontas 


girl. 

James Henry Renick lived on the homestead farm of the 
Renick family, 4n Falling Springs district > now Greenbrier 
Gomty. ‘The land was entered and settled upon in the pioneer 
days of the county, by Wajor William Renick, who came from 
Augusta County, Virginia and passed the remainder of his life 
on the land he had redeemed from the winderness and the savage. 
The place is Imovm as the "Gave Farm" and embraces nearly one 
shousand acres of valuable land. 

Since its first settlement, it has yenained in the pos- 
session of one of the Renick name. Here William Renick was born 
July 30, 1867. He married Rebecca Renick who was born on Muddy 
eenbrier County Narch 25, 1791 and died March 15, 


31646. ‘Their son Ja j 
on James Henry, subject of this sketch, was 


yore June 17, 1616 and in Pu 
Bt askilCounty, Virginia, % 
t Fane 6 
1860 he marricd lis : 


Creek, Gr 











ary Christina Mathews. She was born in 
Pocshortes County 
ort ounty (then Virginia) Aucust 3, 1837, a daught 
of Captain A. G. ond i a 
. G. ond Mary Jane (See) Ma 
> jee) Mathews. C 
ee. Her father was 





roh 23 > 
iq arch 23, 1802, and her mother was 
born in E 5 unty in Tygart's Valley, then in Virginia, 
5, 1003. Capta i ; e 
‘ptain Mathews and hia witte moved to Pulask 
January i Pulaski 





2 ee rseeaese ee 






ated in the yeer 1se0, the 


ani the latter on Januery 2and. 
Felix Mathews, porn April 


Mory see, July 11th, 


county in 1952 and anere Doth 


former on lay 19th 
tirs. Renick axe the P 


Me and © 


arents of: 
oke Colleges 


| 
14, 186), avtended Rosn 
| 3963 attended “school at Hollin's Institute, Eliza R. January 
: May 10th 
| 6, 1866; James Harry, May 19, 1868, Charles Lakes ay 10th, 
September 1, 


Christine Cameron, 


16, 18755 
xved in the Commis- 


1872, died August 
1874. During the Civil War Mr. 
sary department under Lee, puying cattle aed ge 


Renick se 
neral supplies 


for the army. 


games Henry Renick was a brother of Franklin Andrew 


a stock raisers of Little Levels 


Renick vho was one of the note’ 
He ovmed a fine farm of one thousand 














4n Pocahontas County. 
eeres lying at the foot of Droop Mountain. Tir. Renick was a 


noted farmer; he was the first farmer to get the modern con- 


veniences for farming. His machinery was a show plece for 
wisitors. 

He was a true type of the old Virginia gentlenan, 
noted for his hospitality a kind words for everyone. 

The fonsiy7@12 ts except lirs. Jessie Bobbett of Hot 
Springs, Virginia snd Mxs. Iucy Leach, also of Hot Springs, 


‘and Strother Renick of Idaho. 
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PRAWIGLIN ANDREW RENICK 


anarew Renick was a son of Willian and Rebecca 





4 on his fathers home- 
- of Greenbrier County and was born 





that county, near Falling Springs, om October 6th, 





oseph and Mary (Henna) Handley were the parents of 


She was born February 25th, 1859. They were 





Mey, 1857 and were the parents of 





married on the 20th day or 





laren, as follows: 


Robert Strother, Thomas Jackson, Mary Alice, Joseph 





y Ellen, Jessie Margaret and Eddie. Freddie and 






irst 


of July, 1862, Franklin A. Rehick was 








was repealed and Mr, Renick was compelled 






e and so found himself e=@ two soldiers 


eee BS 5V. y B 14th Vi 





nia Cavalry and so served 





tember Sth, 1864 and confined 














’ >, unt arch 17th, 1865, When he took 
the t e@ an . 
1 3 released, nearly dead of 

ident to his confinement without 
the prope: ‘ Lite 

* He saw a great deal of the 
inside co: 

er lspracing the Federal 

Goverm=<cnt t 


- or prisoners ‘that were 








—a 


each their destination of prisoners in 
o x! 


never allowed t 


Camp Chase : 

com escaping or naving their exchange purried through 
Prisoners 

s and their opinion with that of all 


bribing Federal Officers 
was that the government 


the helpless among the prisoners, 


r ee > 
thought that the cheapest Way of disposing of them y 


}illing them. 


When Mr. Renick +ook the oath of Allegiance a Federal 


Officer: congratulated him upon his retwm to the rights and 


privileges of the United States Citizen, but it was some 
years before the so-called "loyal" citizens of his native 
state permitted him to exercise the right of franchise. 

He was in constant marching and skirmishing during his 
participation in the War and one heavy stampede, that of 
Moorefield, when with the poor fellows who formed the rank 
and file of the line, he fought and took his chances on 
death, while the General of the brigade and his staff were 


, Woystering two miles away. 















Prenklin A. Renick was a farmer and stock-man of Little 





Z s 4p I 
Levels trict. He owned a fine farm of one thousand acres, 


dying et the foot of Droop Mountain 
of the dattic 


His farm was a part 





Ground on which the Drogp Mountain fight 
occurred, a: 5 


Peseral Soldiors. 





Use wre ; ‘ 
house was used for a hospital by the 








Mr Henick vms one of the Level est 1O, ro 
* ‘he Mevels best, most prominent 
mos’ mi 
ed DFOSPETOUs Citizens, a ty 4 o' 
» ‘ype of the Southern 
moneda for bis hoowpitality , = . 
¥Y and dtindness to everyone 
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HON. WILLIAM TAMB MclEEL 


Hon. Willaim Lamb MeNeel was born near Hillsdofo 






13th, 1825, a son of Abraham and Magdalene (Kelly ) 





and a grandson of John Melfeel the 








feel, now deceased, 





oneer, who came +o this county from Capon, Virginia (now 


ia) about. 1770 and reared his primitive log 





ovmed by his descendents. He also built the 







g house in the Greenbrier County (then Virginia) 
I. McMeel married Margaret Jane Beard, 
Martha Beard. She was born October, 


6th, 1874. They had eleven children-- 


Virginia, November 4th, 1880, William 







ps. Oe! 


ghter of Samuel M. and 








ary 


5 the last three years of the war between 





ed in the Confederate 





19th Virginia Cavalry He 





95 and served two years 





ture, (the 














== 
" or 
MeNeel first mexried a Miss lamb. Her prothe: 
Abram * 
eemed by Abfan Meleel and he named his son 
The late 


greatly est 

Willian Lamb 
am Lamb MeNeel had a clock 
5s of its kind to be found anywhere. 


was 


XKERBEL was @ fine Artisan. 
for hime 

HALL made by him that was 
ain Wi 
of the finest specimen: 
William Lamb McNeel was a m 
ive personality and noted for his 





an of execu- 





The late Hon. 
ive ability, an attract 
hospitality and public spirit. He was always interested in 
plan for the upbuilding of his home county Pocahontas. 

The 


any 
He was intensely interested in educational matters. 


establishment of a school of high order in his home district 


1 as Little Levels. He was one of the incorporators 


Little Levels Seminary for girls in the seventies, 








the hard times just after the Civil War made money 


ree that aft: 


foram MelNeel's third wife was Magdalene Kelly of 


er five years the school closed. 





At the time of their marriage she was 


Monroe County. 


es. 





the ridow 
the widow 
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In his day and generation one of the most conspic- 
nous citizens of our county was John Bradshaw. 
His residence Was on the site now oceupied by the 
ntner House", pelonging to Amos Barlow. John Bradshaw 





Bradshaw is a historic name, readily 


was a native of Mngland. 


was & 


end--as readers of English history remember. In the 





and John Bradshaw, came to 





ar 1760 two brothers, james 


+o Kentucky to reside. John 





sericea. James Bradshaw 





County, Virginia, and married 


and soon afterwards settled on 





ure. River, ten miles below McDowell, on property at 








ovmed by Franklin Bradshaw and the family of the late 







x Surveror Hi i 
y Surveyor. Here he resided a number of 


1e last century came to Huntersville, 


‘ted of four sons and 








et, and Jane. The sons 










haw 





ried I 





nty and settled 


d on the old home 








well known citizens 


of 





+ Eveline Byrd near Fallin 


Springs, Greenbrier 









> Place and 
Jacksons River 07 what is Imovm as the Porter 


afterwards vent to Missouri- 
e~the daughters © 
over the Greenorier River. 


£ Robert Stevens who ormed 


The ladies wer 
4 Fort Spring 


the famous Ferry at 
Thomas Bradshaw married Nancy Williams on Anthony's Creek 


or's Creek, three nil 
He exchanged farms with is 


a settled on B les from Huntersville, on 
an 


now held by C. L, Moore. 


William and moved to the Bradshaw plac’ 


property 
brother e near Mill Point 
roth 

now ommed by Lanty Meleel. 


William Bradshaw was 4 soldier of the War of 1812. His 


yife was Tene Elliot Hickman, daughter of William Hickman on 


Greek who was the ancestor of the Hickman family in Bath 





Comty, Virginia. William Hiclman's wife was Mery Elliott and 
one of her sisters was the wife of Moses Moore--hence the name 


ott used in the Moore connection. 





Willian Bradshaw first settled near Mill Point where he 





21 years, then upon exchanging places with his brother 





ed to Brovms Creek where he reared his family. He 





~ machine along with his farm. The machine stood 


Jummore road a ré vit 
e road about where the Sheldon Moore Road turns 





p bales of les ¥ 
of roles were fastened with black thorns, which 


by the boys 2 rs as 
oys for a small consideration. Mr. Bradshaw 





Counts wane 
mbty where he died a few years since 
i years sj n 














et an advanced oc 
t ‘ 1 oge. nt ei 
ntioned before he‘ w a soldier of 
e ; E soldi 
vas & good ma it 
ood man in all the relations of life 
mi ronrod ¢ ghly respect i r 
y pectable family of ei¢ 
aa y of elght daughters and 


shaw married Isaac 


no married Alex 





andes b 
néexr Moore on Stony Creek 








Senilda Siler married Washington Nottingham of Glade Hill. 


Hulda Hickman became the wife of John A. McLaughlin, near Hun- 
tersville. Marthe Amn married Beverly Waugh near Hillsboro. 


Matilda Margaret was married to the late Wicholas Linger of 

Lewis County. Rebecca Frances died in early youth. Rachel 

Hannah--the pride of the family--died at six years of age. 
William James married Mary Ellen Watson in Lewsiburg and 


settled there. Nancy Bradshav, daughter of the Huntersville 


pioneer, married Levi Cackley and lived on Stamping Creek near 








er Nancy was the first wife of Squire Hugh McLaughlin 


larlinton. vi 4 S112 e S 
+t Her son David Gwin married Eliza phenson on 
st Ss 





er. other son, John Gwin -Juynior, married Miss Gil- 
thi hy G 
An John Gwi Tuni ried Mi 





and lived 2: i 
ed near Hot Springs. Austin Gwin was her grand 





Winchester, Virginia z . 2 i 
> € . Slizabeth Gwin 

beth G i a Mr 

married Xi 





ver. Eliza 
egal lizabeth Bradshaw, daughter of th 
rm vas the f i peat > ati 





st wife of tt 
e of the late Samuel Hogsett who 


and was a 


came from 





relative IoK: 
‘tive of the IeKamie's. 








well kmorm citizen memt a 
, member of ‘the as a 
3 the old County ¢ 
= : yy Court and n 
EN and wa 
. % WaS a large a rer 
- pire end very brave man. fir 
um now owned ry a 
or ‘ a | i 
; * es m Curry, only son 
of the aExys, Who we r many 
many years Clery 
oe } S exrk 
wan sec ft ¥ 


and who 





betucen thx 









: Willi oe Josiah 
Meir children were John, Naney William Perry, ¢o8 
i Eliz Mizabeth. 
Tomas, Samuel, Margaret, “axy» Bliza and Eliza 
Jene Bradshaw, fourth daughter of the pioneer married 
i H 
William Tallman of Greenbank ana lived at the old home. ex 


son Colonel James Tallman, was 2 protege of Henry M. Moffett 





as Clerk of the two Courts of Pocahontas for many years 
and Colonel of the 127th Regiment of Virginia Militia. He is 
remembered as one of the most popular and primising citizens and 
his sad and early death cast a gloom over the entire county. 


Mies, TalIman's second marriage was +o Thomas Gammon. 





nila@ren were Willian John Franklin, Cyrus and Martha. 





man Gammon married Blizabeth Slaven and located at 





le and became a prominent citizen, merchant, member of 





promoted from Captain to Colonel of the Militia and 






er in the Presbyterian Church. Martha Jane 
b married Amos Campbell, son of Thomas Campbell of 





z Her second marriage was with Rev. 





Church, 





one of the most noted pioneers and 





n the e ndistouy P 
history of Pocahontas County. Mr 
the lands now held S 
nds now held by Sherman Curry and 





Lliam Curry; the land 
Liam J. MeL: 


¢ wehlin, the 


on 





os~ 






neat in his aress. He used a crutch ornamented with silver 
mountings - His manners were thoseof an elegant gentleman of 


the old school. 
He was arafted for service in the Revolutionary War, 
as at Yorktown. He died suddenly in 


a by the wild cherry tree in the 


near its close and Ww 


His grave is marke 





sville Cemetery that is said to be growing directly 


o1é Hunter: 





ahs 
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We will turn back for more history of David Hanneh 
David 


the pioneer citizen of the Hannah's who was the son of 
: +) a e of 
Hemnah, Senior, and the progenitor of the Hannah's--one O+ 


the oldest in Pocahontas County. 


ia Hamneh married a lfiss Gibson who waz reared in 





and they settled at the mouth of Locust Creek, 








Revolutionary Ware He had some practical 





d@icine end did a good deal of practice in 


mnah and Elizabeth Hannah 


Their homes were near 





John Mollohan and lived in Webster County 


arried William Bennett an 





lived 


a 





mel Whiting a lived on 





nily J 





ved. Her son 


‘ rried Sallie No 0 
ied Lilie Mellillion and lived on the 





| 
| 
! 
| 








re 








der 








tions the colony disba s Feit gaan ae 2 
nm > colony disbanded. Some went west, others rem 








-2- 


David Hanneh Junior married Margaret Burnside on the 
inter of John 


enbrier River, east of Hillsboro, a daug 
nside who married Mary Walker of Augusta County. Her 
jy and the fanily of General J. R. Walker of Wytheville 


He was one of the last Comman- 


inia are closely related. 


& 
rs of the Stonewall Brigade. 


David Hannah, Jr. settled on Elk and reared a large 


of sons and daughters. , 


abelle Hannah was married to John Varner and settled 





+ Rock, a few miled down Elk. 






sah married M. J. VanReenen who was a 


Holland. His fathers family was attached to a band 
emigrants who were induced to colonize on Laurel 


ighlands 





Yor. inister, Schemerhorn. fhe H 





s were not congenial to persons from a populous 





Netherlands and after grievous priva- 











llent people. The Stultings came 





deserve special mention. They 


d to es 





ape religibus persecuting, 
i crossing the Ocean in the rude vessels 


° y Were a very religious people. ‘The 





terian Minister but 








se he 1 





ized the 





his sister, save ner life as 4 Missionary in China, being 
ak Grove Church, in Hillsboro. 


sent as a member of the 0 


William Hannah, one of the twins born to Mr. and 


David Hannah, married Catherine Rhinehart of Randolph 





Eugene married Jennie Kellison. 


Joseph Hannah, the other twin son of the pioneer, 


married Elizabeth Cool, of Webster County and jivedlin that 





ret. He was a soldier in the War of 1812. 
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VALENTINE CACKLEY ; Pioneere 


During the last century put few names pave been more 


i ince the organiza- 
familiarly Jmowm in our county,» pefore and sin t. 


than the Cackleys- The ancestors of this relationship 


were Valentine Cackley Senior and Mary Frye, nis wife, from the 
alley not far from Winchester at Capon Springs. They 
jocated at Mill Point about 1778. These worthy people were of 
German descent. The original name was Keckley and came to be 


ed Cackley by the way it was pronounced. 









Their sons were William, Levi, Joseph, Valentine and Benjamin, 


sers were Alice, Mary, Anne and Rebecca--six sons 










ce, the eldest daughter became the wife of the late 


= 


M. Gay who resided on the farm now held by the heirs 





+he late George Gibson on the Greenbrier River above Mar- 


Wer 


Mr. Gibson was her grandson. Mrs, Gay wes a 














, ¢ the wite of Thomas 12 
ey rried + T Rwi family 
y ied to John Ewing. Her family 
ther of elev : - 
k f eleven sons the y 
‘ The young 
cs y 1s 
4 r ' it 
A Nk. t ie believed that t .. 
lieved that the famous 


» and as such was t 4 
h was the pride of 





-2- 





Bradshav, gaughter of Jonn Brad- 


‘led on stamping Greek 


pevi Gackley married Nancy 


shar, founder of Huntersville, and sett 


Levi 
where some of his worthy descend Jacob, Le 


ents yet resides 


Rev. A. Me Cackley D.D. 


and William were the names of his sons. 


+ the Baltimore Conference was a grandson. 


William Cackley, sont of Valentine cackley, married 


Jennie Gay; daughter of Robert Gay and first settled on the 
perty now ormed by Robert Gay and first settled on the prop- 





ommed by Mathews Ruclman near Mill Point and also 





store. Having sold-his farmito the late D. Le 








noved his family to a farm on Cumming's Creek, near 


yhere he resided for many years, farming and 





ond in public office. A singular occurrence Was 


s removal to Huntersville. Iirs. Cackley had 





2 aap nl 
flock of pigeons and tried to leave them 





wrprise the pigeons were on the oak tree near the 








s. Cackley were the parents of five sons and 





orne, Frye, Davis and John; Mary 
ary > 





+ Mary became the wife of J. J 





Leah became the wife of John 





William Floyd and lived 















inoi his 
Tate in life jhe moved to Tllinois where those of 


family who still survive, live. 


a ie é 
Valentine Cackley Junior married “ary Moore from Eastern 


Virginia. Their daughter Caroline wes the first wife of 
Harper McLaughlin, and their son, William H. Cackley, once a 
prominent citizen of Pocahontas moved to Ronceverte and en- 
gaged in the mercantile pusiness and Gied there. His widow 
survives him at the old home in Ronceverte. 
Valentine Cackley took the census for Pocahontas 

County in 1840. He had the lower mill erected at Mill Point 
which was purchased by David MeCarty and a “carding machine" 


MeCarty sold the mill to Uriah Bird . lr. Bird sold 





fr, Hogsett and his daughter ovms the mill. 
Joseph Cackley ovmmed the upper mill and after selling 


Sampson Mathews he migrated to Ohio, married and settled 





in Cackley stayed awhile on his share of the 





as the Lee place and sold out to his brother 


to Jackson County, Ohio. 








sst sonf of Valentine Cackley Senior, was 


fonda at i 
fond of athletic sports and over-exerted 
internal 





injuries and he died from the 





the pioneer d si 
» © pioneer, acounulated an immense 





lended o ne 

© Was about the 1 

> ‘the location ocex 
—. {on occupied by 
. y Boones at one +t 2 

ee. c ime to have been 

< the fort, The 1M 

fhe Will Point Port was 








was about where the garden is now. Persons living yet 

heave seen relics picked up by parties working in the garden. 

He encouraged and promoted useful industries. A first class 
mill for the time, was puilt; a tannery project; @ tilt hammer 
started and a store carried on, While the venerable pioneer 
could over look a wide prospect from his home, and while he 


was not quite "The Lord of all his eye could survey" yet he 






could lay claim to a goodly portion of whet was in sight--east, nort} 


north and west of Mill Point. 


The name of this good old pioneer is worthy of re- 





rence, for he left a very important and influential 


te 


art of our County much better off that it was when he settled 


re 
res 


Ge 







F, Yeager 


a ) 


pIsmoRY OF THE HANNAH'S (Cgrtiguiied) 


i fi and 
John Burnside Hannah married Margaret MeClure 


located on the Ola Field Tork of Elk Rivere They had @ 
femily of ten chiléren. Mary, Samuel David, Willien Boude, 
faniace, (who died while young) jon Ellis, Fancy tvie, 
Viole, Edger Russell and Lena. Mary also aied while young. 
David hannah, the third of the encestral name, married 
Rebecca Hoore, daughter of Isaac Moore of Edray- The names 
of his children were: Jemes Joseph, Mery Margaret and Julia. 
The old soldier worked hard im building up bis home and the 
privations he and his family had to endure would seem unbear- 
able nov. He was a kind man and always hospitable, ready 
+o share the last he had with the visitor that might want 


shelter and food. 


He was highly esteemed by his neighbors. He was buried 
in a beautiful spot hear his home under the green sod his om 


hands had helped to clear away. 
JOSEPH HANNAH 


aa 
settlers of the Elks region was 





Joueyh 





Wel 
idfmah, Ww iv 
wimeh, who lived at the 


mouth of Locust 






eeriy in the cer 


settled on th Sid ork of Blk. 
the ¢ Miela For f Blx 
, - ld Field For) 5. 
Hur Dy ty 5 place of 
fis home wa ie vieinit mL 
4 : cinity was a 


in prehist 


on Will 





rio times, Tt 





aS an 
ve 





eon from Clover Lick 





thence over 


the mountain 


=i 















es 
near Clark Rider's farm nen down by Jam 
s the magic circle. 


ts to Blk. Here 2 
mains of his 


om all that re "i 
jon or Sny part of EOees 4 


former 
The Indian fr 


ence never occupied this reé: 
It was occupied as a 


a permenent home « 


meas County 2s 
summer 


orary resort in late spring, and early autumn. 
it Clover Lick, Mexrlinton and Old Field Fork of Elk are found the 


fost that now remains of Indian temporary homes- The most 
und in @ 


kingin question is fo 


resting trace of this 
eld Fork of Elk River 


inte: 





ow near the Gibson farm on 01d 





inton. This meadow was cleared about 





from 





years ago by William Gibson and takes the 





a 
@ 


ace of one of the thickest patches of laurel and alder 








the late Williem Gibson says he ever worked in 


[ Mer magentucte ) 


r+ it was cleared and put in meadow a circle / 









e 


ut 132 feet in diameter formed of a strange 








not been seen anywhere else. This 





ures representing rattle snekes-- 





lowing each other---one figure- 











the yellow rx 
ex 
ht, the black rattler 
typi kness, th combined represent | 
present 2 Succ i 
the succession : 
Gr the” T ta | 
ce " the"Indjan idea o 
& that gives and 
| . and + life, having 
- emble t¢ voke ‘the favor i 
if 












% of game, 5° essential +o their subsistence ’ 


Gepended. : wh ; 

ented 
With the pioneers, homes were they Ww : 
in communities. 


where fathers and sons could be settled 


‘forts and aavantages of intelligent 


They desired soci#l con: 
ese, their hopes end 


" 3s still 


Christien Worship and securing th 


tions seemed realized. The "Magie Circle 


to be seen on the Gibson farm on Elk but it seems to be 





esp 
growing dim--in other words leaving OF wearing out. Nearly 
a mile further aovm was the encampment where about two acres 
of ground had been cleared of trees for camp fires and 

this was the "01d Fiela" that gave this pranch of Elk its 


neme; and was the first piece of ground planted by Joseph 





ah 





Mr. and Mrs. Hannah reared large family of indus- 





David Hannah, sone of the "Old Fiela" 


arried Hest: Sica i 
I er Sicafoose. Their children were 





‘no married Silas Sharp, Jane Hannah, daughter of 





married Joseph Barlow. E1 





izabeth married Dr. 


ary Hannah married Henry Buzzard Joseph 





on of e iy 
of attractive personality. 


was so retentive that 





winole chapte: he could remember 
= ; the Bible + \ 
an chat he.had*oommitted to 
mory in tye carly lif 
ae he could x 
recite the S 
for ho cite the Scriptures 





& Special p : = 
histerica) snr: nce for the 





patriare 
riarchs and the wa 





sderings 








est of the Promised and 


ites and cond 
Hannah wore his 


very old man Mr. 
ited in a cue that hung 


of the Tsrael 


wnder Joshua. When @ 
ay hair combed pack and pla: 


qj 


jorm between his shoulders. 
Before revi ing ‘ 
£ tiring he would repeat a hymn, then 


sing the hymn; he then knelt in prayer and poured out 
his full heart in humble, trusting prayer in the tone 


of a loving trusting child to @ kind and more loving 


father. 
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JOHIt SLAVEN - Pioneer 
come SLAVEN 


es 414 i annals was 
One of the notable families in our local 


came from 
the Slaven's, whose ancestor Was John Slaven, who 
: . He 
Treland about the middle of the seventeenth century 
rst settled in Rockingham County, then came to Highland 


County, Virginia, and located at Meadow Dale on property 


shat is now held by Stuart Slaven. His wife was a Miss 





In reference to John Slaven's sons:. 





and Reuben went to Ohio and settled in the great 
Sciota Valley, 


Daniel Slaven located his home on Clinch River, Tennessee. 


Isaiah Slaven married Martha Stuart and went to Mont- 


unty, Kentucky, in 1792, about the time the state 








Slaven settled in Smith County, Tennessee, 





‘ven remained on the homestead. 


His wife was 
£ Jesse Johnson, | 





*€ WaS one of the mos 


ns of his +; 


t prominent 





me, 






ecuart Slaven's children were + © many 
ch: n we E 
| a re Reuben, (for s many 
ne of +t} adi 5 Vv perha 
a ae his county, and x erhaps 
P Y Macistrate 


; that ever held 
Llidam, Stuart, 








Mies. A Nellie (who became 
. oe ame 
S. Thomas Campbeli, sz 
a . t » SQllie (who WAS lMirs 
©1, (ho 10 ; Sa 
a = t Siven and went 


west) 





Campbell. Her 





Slaven married Benjamin 
wbetlirs. Ss P- Patterson end Miss Mattie Campbell, 
stuart Campbell of Belington, Brown Campbell 


er Campbell of Dunmore » 





nia and In 





Vix 





ontas County, are her sonSe 





Tyrone » Treland, was 





a fin * 
n Slaven, song of John from 


Johr 


The first wife was a Miss Wade. There was one 





Slaven, who never married. The second marriage was 





1 Warwick, a sister of Andrew and William Warwick 










marriage he settled on 





two SONS. 
scular powers. and was a 


rand trapper. He had 





the many engag: 
many engagements he 





ran, and the priva 









ions 















4xron and wood; and fille 


rt of the county + 
John Wooddell, 


Jnan in stbone, 


in the_& 
ositions ae near Green Bank. 


cial Pp 
vary Slaven pecame Mrse 


W. J. Wooddell and J. Se Wooadel1 


p, Slaven, Hon. 
ldren. 


lirs. Tie 
Esquire were her chi 


aret Slaven became lirs. Samuel Ruckman. 


Margi 
son of John Slaven the Dp 


ioneer, was 





lleaim Slaven, 


born July 6, 1798 and was married in 1819 to Margaret Wooddell 
at Green Bank. She was porn June 27th, 1800. They had six 


sons and two daughters. Their names were Charles, who died 


ormia; when so many went to get gold. William Patrick, 


aif 





James Cooper, Henry, Nathan - a Confederate soldier, killed at 


Fort Donelson and Blizabeth, who became Mrs, Osborne of Gilmer 


Fort 


County, West Virginia. 


William Sla - : 5 
illiam Slaven's second marriage was with Nancy Cline of 





Sounty aire =H > 2 
County and there were five daughters and four sons b: 
vy 





e. ary, Sara i Martha y Fra 
ary, Sareh, Caroline, Nartha, Lucy, Frenk 
Y» *Tenk, 





and and Perry. Willi S 
y illiam Slaven's descendants 





m) live in Jac n i Lewis and Gilmer coun. 
Jai on, rt, 1 a 
Jacl ad Gilm an 


rted to be osperous ani ood citizens o 
G prosperous 
O t f 










, ae ving 
3 Co y wea 
a county, Willian Slaven w 
inence ~ a inc mH eleven was 
3 er of the Tire 
lagistrate and Anse © Virginia Legislatur 
. Gislature, 


SNe heme 
© conoluded to move 





efter years spent 
county 


“iontas County 





Voodce c . 
Li, hos + : sisted by John 
to lawerdeo's » Were carried over ¢ 
8 2x Cheat } 

+Ountain 





neville 
* ON pag} 
~~ k horses, 


there being 









Reve on Deat228 


ived 
only 4 pridle path at the time. He live No WE 
j ne! 
x, Lewis County; then went to Wirt County» 
eee a short distance from 


Springs and finally to Jackson County >» 
aces of residence, 


In his new pl 
es of trust, served 25 


e meant the 


after leaving 
Ravenswood. 
honored with plac 


magistrate and deputy sheriff yhich at that tim 


He was an efficient, 


Pooshontas, he was 


active duties of sheriff. trustworthy 


Dusiness man. 
jacob Slaven, sonf of the pioneer of that much named 

region--Head of Greenbrier, Upper Tract, Traveler's Repose-- 

married Eleanor Lockridge, daughter of Lanty Lockridge Senior 

on Knapps Creek. They passed most of their lives on the 

head of the Greenbrier in a widely Imowm and attractive home. 


Im their time there was much travel along the road--the 


Steun and I 4 
eunton and Parkersburg Pike. The most of communication 


between the western and ea m part f Vi h 
t easte D Ss 0 i i + 
t Virginia was by i 
¥ nis 


q 


oute . 


Governor Joe Johnson and Stonewall 













Jackson stoppe 
ach: ‘topped 
over here to enjoy trout and venison, 


Everything seeme prosperous and pleasant wi aco 
thing a t 1 Wr th d db 
Slaven un ae Gerr © ravages of war i 
til the t Lb £ wa aid 


and exiled the happ; 


hi i 
vy inmates, pace: ou 


The 4 
le family were eight da 


and four sons, 
ashters 


arrict, who wag e ed f Xs > 
t inbred or her ersonal attrac 
P 
. 
and went to Missor 
Ba wai. 


Willa 


tions, married Patric) Gallary 
} Sher 
Blicabets: 
"OCS VRS marr og to Co} 
"8 Coloy 
citisen of Prominence a 


John Randolpn 
% Vooiders , 


am T. Gann 


. 


or 
© lived at o oe 


“ dessa, }: * 
Slaven 7 iano 
» late of Sunte: sa 
F8ville 


» Marriea 





and 





Burner 
Lanty Tiolkridee Slaven married qeabellé Foe oh 
settled OF Back Allegheny» where his yoaowed wife 
sons Jacob, Charles ana Grats resided 
lary P. Slaven wes married +o Jesse B. sLaven at 

yeadow Dale, virginia, where she died. 

narried Mary Riley and jived near Green Bank. 

Hogsett and jived near 





3; Slaven ! 
wen married J- Wy 





Washington Arbogast. 


s county. 
married to 
pattle of Spottsyl- 


s first 





or Slaven we 
the 
illiam Brown. 


wounds received in 






age was to 





ied in , 
Her second 





+erson and lived at Marlinton 


ct 


Pa eta GF : 
the Circuit Court of Pocahontas 


s clerk of 





e was a a 
s a Confederate soldier 










er of years. 
ish and shared tt ri 
the perils of those who werx 
vr vere 






t in retreat. 











married life of over fifty years. 


It would be well could sheir graves be ifentified. 





he story of their lives helps us very much toward a proper 





rstanding of what it cost to make it possible for the 


comforts that gladden our lives. 


oF 


ee 





PIONEER FAMILIES 






ae 


+ wees Ss 
cS 


‘ 
rs 
~ o * keigegd end Fit be Be 


aT eee 


* 


‘ 


ay the ev RARLY LIFE AND OCCUPATIONS 


= tet EP ane ex 7 re ‘ 
one men and women ae 9 crossed the eins to find homes © 

E45 2 
ia the wooded valleys of Pooshontas County sem 
to be sure, 


They obtained their homes, tO ; 
siest part of the battles 


f their om 


tenced themselves to en exis- 


tence of erect rigor end hardships 


but thet initial achievement probably was the ec: 
—e during the first ae in the new end was 2 relentless Cinicele against 


the ‘constant thrents of starvation, eee end the counter attacks of rece 


seathal sevacen, . : = 

The Eom was the conter of ell ahs aigawnst s thoughts end ectivitiess 
There were no trades nor fadusteton that were not a part of the hone lifees 
The axbition of lend-hungry men to see broad acres on every side precluded 
the development of commnity life aos shut each household off into a world 


= aSe one Within 4) is self-imposed eaiacn the fr oatherenan labored end 


be: sdrecced em daypxien sho akght isda Yroudly essneof the  anded_fstienen 


. of the new countrys 
eee caine I 
The size and contort ee the plsniee hone res limited ‘not by the de- 


Sines or neods of the femily so suaoh as by the ekil1 and manpower available 

. 

The men frequently went out alone or in small perties to prospect for their 
ip ne! 

fern sites. The cabins they built were the products of forest tre a 

= es ani 


ir own strength and skill w: @ few tools whic! ey broug) . 
ith the few tools which they brought with then, 


foge were sotehed so that they rit t. h 
y ogether without any other fastening, To 


fore & roof, olnploards about four feet ion, 
G Were aplit from red 
or white oak 


‘ and Daid Sorcee the rafters. Since nalle wore 
® lusury even in the eastern 


gettievecte, The clapboard roof was held in place by 


the weight of long poles 
- 





a 
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always careful to ley the roof . 


one Jeid in the derk of the woon was sure to 


to the cavers qhe superstitious were 


me ttee dh 
m the Jient, of, the oon since 
ruined by warping of the boerdse 


a serious engineering Pr! 


e house icss impregnable + 


_ Kindows presented obleme. Not only eid they_ 


ttacke 
weaken the walls but they nade th o Indien attacks. _ 
Greased paper wes. tne only giering materiel eveilsblee Consequently many 
windows or were simply fitted with small loopholes 


of the early cabins hed no 
Detween the logse Mose and mud were used to caulk the chinkse However moss 
proved to be such & populer nesting place for nice and sesorted vernin thet 


its use wss 5000 ddgcontinued. The fireplace and chimey were frequently, 


~ built of sticks heevily plastered with mud, Such a makeshift was usually re- 


Placed + with stone efter the family had besome establisheds 


. pers in the new homes were of clay or sande later the nore pro= 


i gressive settlers inetalled rough puncheon floors« A novel srreneeorsy: ves 





i thet in the Gibson, cabin on Elk. A puncheon floor _sbout 12 inches above the 
gromé Jevel covered #11 but the erea surrounding the fireplace. This eli- 
peated e serious fire herard end provided a bench on which members of the 
fanily could eit about tho fire, 
; Boch cosval disregard of form) furnishings was general elong the fron- 
» To bring furniture ecroes the Alleghenies on peck horses was imprac= 


if not Ampossible.s Leather thongs stretched over e rough frame made 


Dedstend. Those who had not brought feather ticks slept on 


pine bovghe. Other furniture was generslly limited to home-made 
Denches. a 


1g was done 
was in cast fron pots in the fireplece during the seasons 


2 wt Pree 
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; cue of the countless 
laces could not be used. ‘This wes put one of 


Bosides 


keeping the houses caring for the 


é en a { hed 
helping with the farm work ‘the wif'é nnd her older children 
} tantly. Cloth from th 


ier was of necessity goquein= 
gus other imple- 


Matar Pe tore was on 
providing olothing for th es 


own article, Every girl on the front. 
ith the use of the epinning wheel, the loom, ené vari 
for converting wool and flax stalks into clothe 


"A choice bit of ground on each form was reserved as the flex petche~ 


‘The riponed stalks of flex were pulled by hand and subjected to three or four 


‘weeks of drying end weathering in an open fields ‘The raw materiel was then 


stored until the frost of approaching winter had freed al] hands from more 
feeediate tasks, By nesns of the breaker, the scutching kiife and tho hackle, 
the woody part pf the stalks was crushed and conbod from the lined fibers ® 
The course “towwns woven into Wareolothes; grain sacks, and other ‘articles 


< ape 5 5 
subject to hesyy wears The finer ifhan was reserved for better clothing and 


Household linons. The entire process, from planting to completion of the 
garnent, took place within the limits of the individual homesteads 
es 

The esh hopper to be found outside the door was probably West Virginia's | 


iret chenical plant. The hopper wes constructed by placing boards in‘a } 


to forn a ¥. i 
Ipitt or 2 Fors a Y-shopot trough which was Lined with straw!” Ashes fxou 


fire were placed in the trouch, and one of the children would be a 4, a 
ssigne: 


ask Of pouring & Little watar over the 


ay 
meus? Beep raking epproachod, 





8 each day ax the tine for 
In seoping to 
Pang to the bottox of +h 
water develope & etron, ‘ hoa oe 
% s0lution of lye which, when dolled with th 
r the ** 


p Boarding of fet ant creese, provides 
f » provided sort soap ALth 
+ Although this product 





tes County 
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let soap as well 
could not clein the virtue of mildness, 4+ Fre ee 


all other cleaning PYF) 


who died in 1986 et the age of 95, 


hontas housewifees Clothes were 


OSCR e 7 
es for laundering end Pp nae, 
Yre. Mildred Shinaberrys 


tell of the washdey trials of the early Pooe. 


rock, 
originally washed at the neerest creek and poundes elean on e flat ° 


As the settlements grew end skilled coopers moved in many families allowed 


themselves the luxury of wooden tubse During Lirse Shineberry's youth some 


ventive genius originated a washboard yhich was simply a smooth plank in 


YP 


which horizontal grooves were out, However, irse Shinaberry end many of 


her neighbors scorned this threst to the honesty of their lebors end con- 


} les» The daughters of the family soon 





tinued to use their hard-worked 
obtained one of these hone-made mirecles, and, in 1900, Lucy, the younrest, 


became the omer of one of the first factory-made boards in the neighborhoods 








T 





_ L trate 
Biffieultics attached to laundering and bathing together with the 
slsente of knowledge of sanitation made such practices much more infrequent 


than fe now coneidered essential. Besides, in the minds of many such ex= 





treve clesnliness wes not o: 





rast 5 : 
a waste of time but was quite denserous as 





8 of the Greenbrier Valley ke 
eenbrier Valley knew quite well that anyone 


foolish enough to bathe his body or his head 





ring the cold months from 
Geteber watil April desor 





vol the inevitably fatal r sults of euch en under= 





taking. 
Thouch bncterie end cts r 
*r Rerma were yet to be recognized, the ill¢ 
s 14 an Inmortent vw) 
rtant place in the minds o 
me ay : née of our firet sottiors, 
. p weest @ rmjor onlantt reman: 
. ! ¥ in the remote oo 
= Gontor this side of ihe * S 


orn sett] ement 


+ The beams of 









yoosnontes wouney 
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imagined 
@lnost every cabin were hung with numerous herds heaving real or ¢ 


healing ere r who had not erformed some orude 
porerse There wes herdly ® men mo pi Bi 


4ve stocke 
surgical operation at pome time upon either bis femily oF his liv 


3 piens Seunders of Dry 
®yarb" dootors end midwives were nunerouse Erse 


Branch is still remendered as one of the colorful members of this groupe 


In his History Pocahontas County Dre Wm Te price relates & typieal -** 


anecdote of Granny Seunderss He relates that when he was sbout six weeks: 
014 he suffered such & severe attack’ of whooping cough that he was actually 
believed dead. Granny Beunders epme to the Price home, dashed the ppperent- 
ly lifeless body into a tub of worm water and pierced bis body between the 
shoulders with @ razore She inserted & goose quill into the chest cavity 
through thie opening ‘nd blew through the quill until the infant wes once 
more breathing for hinself. Granny Saunders, “punt Feenie” Moore of Knapps 


Creek, end countless other pioneer women of the Sounty aid mech to relisve 


the sutfering of their neighboras © Thomes Bradshaw, -s0n of the pioneer of 


Funtersville, and John HoNeil of Dry Creek pdministered aid an the form of « 


hot bathe, bleeding, end practiced pharmacy according to the dictates of 


the so-called “botanical school.” Also in this group was David Fannsh of 


the Olé Field branch of Elk, who is thought to be the first of these forest— 


wice practitioners to live in lower Focahontase No matter how dubloualy. 
thet thod: 

lr me js Bre regerded today, these poople played an important role in 
the developoent of the Greenbrier country 


Porerum 
er of the dootora of medicine war Dr. Taoy who lived 
Greenbank in 16%, a ae 


Dre Teoy had @ fe: 
Nh vorite tale of servic. eon’ 
© in Napolesa’ 
whieh ri : 
erey ish rivals that of Granny Saunders 
. 


Tia most intricate piece of 
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a been shot 
surgery, he claimed, was performed upon & French soldier who he' 
’ - Sane 


2 4 quickly 
through the stomach with o heavy balls Observing thet he mst act g 


bstitute the 
to save the man, Dre Zacy ordered & gheep and proceeded to subs itu 


n hat the 
sheep's stomach for that of the soldier. The etory continues tha’ : 


over= 
operation was a complete success save that the patient entertained an 


whelming appetite for grass end other green forage for the ress of his saves 
Piret graduete in medicine to locate in Pocahontas was Dre Neste Be 
Moffett whe cane to Huntersyille in 1645. Dre Matt Fallece began PraSSt Oe 
at Mill Point in 1858, Dr. John Ligon settled at Clover Lick, and Dre Se Pe 
Patterson arrived in Huntersville at the close of the War between the Statess 
To survive in the early days of the county meant that every member of 
the femily most work herd, days upon end without rest, at the numerous tasks 


sbout the farm. Technical skill end scientific methods were not in the 
yoosbularys~ Fhysicoal strength, disregard for bodily discomforts, and an 
acile brein jreined by experience were the attributes of the suécessful pio- 


moere The weak died, for there was little pempering to prolong their lives. 


The inportance placed on physical excellence is reflected in the prominence 


of such young 





ee Lewis Collins, Andrew Edmiston, and Thomas Johnsons 


These men were the heroos of their day not because of brilliant achisvemcnts 

in f0me s01ence or ar ic } 

sesence or art but because they could hit herder, shoot straighter 
5 . 

oF cerry & hesvier woifht than their neighbors. 

peteti on #° wach that » 


#2 Jo} 


Hdmiston cherished his re- 
“neon challenced h 


te title as a champion fighter 

pion Light 
pe Gould not rest unty 
be i@ ne “S42 he had walked 15 miles to J 
lles Jo 


hrs on! 
@ut the axbitious o AA SS eRRy MHpoked 


Sender, and walk fain w 

BG walked hor, ” ® pr 
eo dad Ome agad ith sined shoulder 
thet ered bin the rest of his lite, 
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+eomina 
Through the worn law of. eurvivel of the fittest this physical a 


mr a the 
extended to the women and children 65 yells Children were considere 


2 Sef 
®Lord's will.” Though there i8, Bo doubt, considerable truth in the Hee 


that lerge fenilies were ented to do the farm work, it is more probable 
thet this fatalistic esceptence is largely respoasible for the unbelievable 
size of many families of the early nineteenth centurys For every woman who 
lived to the advanced ages acclaimed by historienS, there were dozens: of 
women who died at an early BEC from overwork and continuous childbearings 
Pecilies of less then five or six children were considered quite smalla “s+ 
Clark McCloud wes the cxtues of 21 children, end Timothy EeCarty trailed 
thie record with 20. bach of these mon wee married twice. Largest fenily 
ef one couple on record was thet of Clark end Phebe Vann of Indien vrait+ who- 
hed 17 children, 16 of whom lived to adulthood. William and Nancy bilson 
Tenlece were the parents of nine daughters and seven pons; Sesmbl-end: Ann 
MeSuire Reve, eerly residents of The Hills, had nine sons and five daughters; 


Inoob and Wery Brom Wengh hed 15 children of whom five lived to adulthood. 


Diphtheria, cysentery and countless other diseases took their toll, often ~ 


wiping oot © tire 





flies, 


their uc 





itie hire . i 

# the children were but ministures of their parents 
rents. 

The boys helped clear 





the fields and tend the cr 





i while their sisters 
Dearne 





» tow and o 
ané care for the younger childrens Pley was an 





eroration inetesa of + 

a of + mry notivity Chil 

ity. Midren learned to rect 

omergan- 
eles. he howe of tt 

't hie Gy t t 

lien of Stone Creek caught Pre one Sv day 
Wetle the wOulte were ettending ¢ b % 
ing olureh. 


John, the eld 1 
ee . Oldest son, was about 


| 


) lear 
rene, the hrewt 
y ont, Whe two. John herded 


¢ the younger 
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ehildren to safety only te @igoover that Lawrence eas still esloop in the 


purning houses He dashed back and ratrieved the baby from ® moss of flene 


whioh left both of them eoarred for the rest of their livese 


Prior to the time of the var between the States the ohildren had 
Little education other, than the smell amount which they received at home 
Among a goodly portion of the people there was & distrust of too much formal 
education. Those who sat about and read rather than busying themselves 
with some renunl task were rightly considered out of step with the eres The 
first schools were supported by the more eubitious and well-to-do familiess 
$Sehool was held in one of the homes or in en pbendoned cabin or shed. The 
teacher boerced nround among the scholers, receiving Little remuneration in 
eddition to their room and boards The education of the teacher was frequent- 
ly of the most informal natures 


Many were persons who simply hed access to 


i 
a library_and reed until they felt that they hed rastered the elementary 


subject 





Williex baxter of Férey, born in 1505, was the son of Col, Jahn 


fexter, onner of the largest library in the vicinity. The younger Baxter 
gtutied the con 





« of the hundred or more yolumes on the three R's, reli 
a - 


fon, end allied subjects and ventured forth to become one of nm opus 
gica, allied subj r f v 18 the most 
f the most popu 


Jer of the exrly pedarorucs 


Reeds material was 14 
é 2 inited in yarict 

arioty ae well as quan y i 
Bible, & few ole ee 


tary t 
'y text books and 
1 some religious work 
aa i. 4 works oonstituted the 





. © Presbyterian and Methodiet clroult riders brought 
é 
® Jerce pert of thie mterial, The will o hn Yor ted 4 843, 
ie . M11 of ¢ 
| Young, ¢ in 1 

representative example of the Jibrarte: © period 
Siete & rep prard ft ac 
ee he periods 


Pomige the lat. and Sra. volur 





of Clark's Commentary, 
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y shier dane Cochrals 
also lat. and End, vols. of Wosley's Sermonds To ny deve 
fs E Fletcher's 
Tood: ; Dictionary in two yolumas, Simpsons Plea for Religions and 
Roods 
To my dsughter Sareh Ana Youngs 


the éthe 


Appeal to Metter of Fact end Common Senses 
2nd. vyolumn of Clerk's Commentarys To mY daughter Yerthe Adkisods 
vol. of Clerks Commentary. To ny son Andrew Youngs oe remaining aed of . 
all of my printed books either now in my possession or Loened out to ny 
neighborse” ; 


Fillian Foore eppears to heve been @ scholar of his dey. # bill 





of sele Grefted in hie name in 1665 includes+ "Koy to Ray"s drithnetic, 





der, hay's Algebre,s Natural F aphy, Con- 





Gresser, MeGuffeys Third & 


s Devies Survey= 





quests of the Bible, Vedicel Cheuistry, Speller and Defin 


ing, Mitchels Ceogrephy, Phillosaphy end History, telkers Dictionary, Tredes— 






pans—Cospenion, Mechanias €oupanion, One lot of pooks and pamphlets ." 


important than fGfmel education was practical experience in farn- 





inc and household arts, The young folk of Pocahontas merried et an early age 





ial status wes of little consequence. Este= 


Bish 


ant of ® new hone cost little but labor and hardihood in the facé of 





ecvers 





‘ te the ploneor youth had been conditioned since 
ehildhoots 
A t of @ wodil a } 4 
wos tho signal for a wholesale turnout of 
the ort 4 T 
. ho strugel 4: fronti 
rvgcling frontiorsmen and their families 
ence ‘ 
es t oway fror i 
ay from thelr ceaseless labor 
ant sein 1 « ox eativies 
on. o wedding day we or 
. y ® more 
fectivel dey e 4 <n 
re tal i 
®lked and cooked ar \ i 
= : eooked and talked while 
& in weieht } 4 
- © diMting, wrestling and fece- 
Theee porseset : 


< \erees often fnduleed in « wild steeple chage- 
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petsy” sweited 
treasure hunt in which & hydrocarbonous Jedy known o8 *pieck Detsy 


the riders et the end of the traile , oe 


£ 
~ Honrded Linens end fine linsey dresses and shirts were the order ©! 


the dey. In the evening young and old joined in the jigs end square dencese 
. 


ag Boat," “The Lost Girl". 






. 4 nm 
The local Fiddlers dusted off Aghe Forked veers 
TL BPork 
* sourwood ¥ountein,” *Washington's varch," "Cluck Old Ten," “Turkey in the 


Straw,” 


and so many of the other old tunes that even the most tireless of 
the young bloods would finally stagger from the floor in e@ bedraggled state 
of exhaustion. Meanwhile the new and old songs were echoing from the moon= 
Jit hillsides: “Oh, Susanne," “Barbere Allen,” “Sweet Alice, Ben Bolt,” 
end "Old Den Tucker" meinteined long-run populerity recordes 

The setting up in housekeeping of the new couple wes likewise @ con~ 
punity effeire The groom's neighbors joined him in building e osbin end 
berne fer more eonforteble-ead substantial than the first settlers had been 
able to piece together throtgh months of unaided, back-breaking struggles 
Hie only obligation was @ Prien of like service upon calle, In like manner 
the now famous husking bees, quilting parties, end harvest armies grew, com- 


Dining the efficiency of coordinated labor with social gratification of 


people scattered among the lonely. mountains, 


‘ ¥ 

1Afe in Pocshontes remained a constant fight ageinst the wilderness 

even after th loose~knit comnunition became feirly well ostablished: 
stab . 


Summer 
was quite often @ short-lived visitor in the hi 


ch, cool valleys. Within the 





pemcry of jeople etill living 


at par © a 
Was & reve anc cela ocoasion when oorn 
PFipeied before the wdvance © 
noo froste of winter settled upon it 
spon it, 


Lack te~ 
quate fore implements Jert the faruc er 
a wer 


2aVtle more advanced than the Indian 


Focehontas County. 
Chapter 5 


Page 12 





in ‘hie methods. : Fields were cleared by cutting out the trees and brush by 
hand. After the ‘dond brush and wood hed been dragged into heape end the 
surrounding area reked clean, & log burning would be munDUAcees The burn 
ing was usually done et nig “ht efter the ees breeze hed died down, The 
waiting Earees was consumed in spelling beos, story gelling » Singing, tun- 
dling exibition, or, if the crowd convened eerly eoenen to Be ve Waar 


light, one of the countless shooting matches» 


Ak Jest the ven would light their torches end dart among the brush 





ing orenge flames darting through the heaps. Vhile the sooty 





end perspiring mon guarded eg eeraet flying exbers their fanilies continued 


the festivities by the light of the crackling fires, There were always a 


few maidens who formed a stggling audience for ee. capering, younger fire- 


wen. At such gatherings the ) young folk tended veoret glances, exhibited 


their skill.and prowess in a_yvery, very unconscious manner, and pete hends 


end wade the 





plans which would s00n occesion other gatherings affording 


portunities for other young couples to continue the cycle. 





the farmer's lend was cleared his struggle was only beg, Cul- 


Sivatiog the pround with « plowshere of firchardened wood wes e backbreaking 


ortesl. Even after use of the eteel ehove) plow became general, the task 
of turning the rooky, stump-olorred fields into usable farm land was enough 
ae onough 

te diseourece any Wt the most resolute, persietent pioneer, Seed . 
z foneer, Seed 


was sown 
by bent. llere, of ¢ 


. ' th \ 
fe, the children were of use, and they worked long 
eure te Ve Sields Lesiae thetr parente. 
mrvesting was © with 
hb crude, stratchtehandied esythe, To cut t 
ry » To ow r 
greta t4 wee necce, ft riven 
r Vw harvester to wort 


in & stooped position which 
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round for & 
gere him the appearence of a noar-signted old mn eearchioe the 6) 


jrelend in 
Lost eine Jereniah Friel, son.of Deniol o'Friel who cane fron ire 


3 P % jone SB 
1740, was one of the champion reapers of the lower Pocahontas reb-0"* 


hi art ys enong the 
the harvest season approsched he and his four sons were always ag 


esrly arrivals et Squire Robert Gey'Ss qhose wheal was usually first to ripene 
When all had arrived the whole party yould races whooping anc singing, into 
the fields. A doren handfuls, ten stood on end end covered by the reneining 
tro, nade & sheafs He who could leave the most sheaves in his wake wos ® 


ran to be honored and respectede 


Fron G 





ey's the harvestors would 





progress UP the river, o1 ing eech 


stand es they went, until] Janes Bridger’s WES reacheds Fron there they con- 


inved to the farms of VWilliem and John Sherp, then to Josiah Brown's and 


on untiz they finished Robert Moore's fields et E¢raye. , 
SEergencies were not Anfrequent,, One evening at Friel's the hervesters 





were overteken by evening Defore they could got all the out grain into 


shesves. The crew adjourz 





to the house, leaving the remmining wheat to 





ta 4 Mer 
e flere of torches and the growling thunder of 





the eppriee 
; est Khar ‘Labered 
J pred untdl midnipht th 
oe ght sew the crop safe from the 
© eerowe tho f } 
w fields herdly an hour later 
The firet 11 
+ teall srops of + 
of e early 
a y farms were all threshed by the use 
» te ® work, and 16 bushel 
ole wee considered ar ° 


excellent 





, f. nereasod the th 
day's productions As the size of the crops ¥55 i 


avy platforms end 
done by freshly shod horses. The grein was spread on & heavy P. 


ut th ponte 
e small boy mounted on one horse would lead enother tremping oF a ea 
In this meaner 4ywo or thres teams could thresh £0 to 50 bushels & aeye 
wheat was then tossed into the air with 6 shovel, and the Lighter ohaff 
ould blow srsy+ The remainder wes then shaken through B course seives the 
chaff coming to the top PEs rexed of f by hand. This slow mothad gave way 
to the winnowing sheet which was tossed by two men while a third shook the 
grain into the sheet. The winnowing sheet continued in use until the develop- 


pert of the whest fens in 1859 William Gibson of 





ntersville introduced the 


first crude threshing machine known Bs es 





operated by Jesse Yhitmer and John Gal ford, was to the Pocahontas residents 
P 


one of the first wonders of the world.® Powered by four horses its threshing 


cylinder could spin out mers grain than a herd of horses could heave «remped 
out by thd old nethod.© 5 ? 


The inability of corn to mature in the short seasons had become & dis- 
heartening problem. Many a crop produced little but fodders John Johnson, 


& pioneer of Vest Marlinton whose cabin stood just below the bridge site, 


heard 





thet corn had natured in Nicholas County and secured a quantity of the 
sect. ‘The tale of hin adventures on this trip is typical of many that 
ecourre4 in the trockless forests of the country's infancy. 


Upon his return 
be tolé of having booc 





& lost on Black Mo 





atain and wandering about for 
pine days unable to £4 


ad « 





yt te ent save a emll gerter 
bed been unable to foros hinself to ewell 
wellows 





@ which b 





Rear the point of collapse he 
finally cene & ® eebis 





eesped out his atory to the women who 
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admitted hime She was upon the verge of serving him ® hearty meal when her 
husband entered and prerted her mistaken geusrositys He fed the starved 
Johnson on emell quantities of mush and milk until the wanderer became suf- 
ficiently recovered to retein more solid foods. After several days of con- 
welercence Johnson was able to continue his journeys The seed which he 
brought with him produced one of Wer linton's first crop8e 

Most of the corn wes eaten in the form of gonney (journey) cokes end 
hominy . Before the estebdlishucnt of the weter powered mills most of the 
corn vas ground in hominy blocks which were nothing more than large mortars 
pade froze section of tree trunk etanding about waist high.» The corn wa 
pleced in the burned-out hollow of the block and crushed with a heavy plungere 


The finer meal was seperated and vised in baking the cakes, the courser grains 


either were pounded epain orused as it was for Lominys = 
Berd 12 nS Y 


Ead-the early residentzof the county relied solely pon agriculture 


for his livelihocd he would have starved within’s few months. © Hunting and 





6 es mich a part of the farmer's ‘routine as was the tending of 


hie fields. 


A wide spread practice was that of getting up several ‘hours be- 
fore dawn and going into the woods with a rifles The hunter was able to 





to ford. 


dee deer pnd other game while it was still bedded down or just beginning 
ju gin 


jany huoters wer m 
vany hunters were eble to bag tremendous amounts of ‘game without 
being evsy from 





home overntg osing, i 
Yornight or losing many of the precious daylight hour: 
from his form 





works 
John Es Adkison used 
nm une o to Any 9 r 
11 many stories of more extended hunting ex 
We related thet on sush 


trips the hunter ldom © ° 5 
r a to ” 
=” eldom expected to see 
trot dey out. 


However, afte: 
+ efter they had accustomed their senses 


nals 





St ety oe 
—— 
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such skill thet *hey f 


to the woods, they were able to stalk end kill gene with 


soon had as much as they could carry homes | 


. "he 
Yhea John Barlow pought the property known as the "Brook pieces 
1 2 peite 
ata for it in venison at the rete of one helf doller per saddle or pe 
af Ris 


sted that he had Killed 1,500 door during his hunting caret 





ful hunting cay wes one in which he killed six deer and wounded the 





The trade in meat end furs ves elnost the only way that fermers 





Greenbrier could obtain the goods which they could not producé on 





ntersville and Steunton enjoyed a trenen— 





4n which hardly any cash was ever seen. Cured meat end furs 


hen utensils, lead, gun powders and count— 





ods, hardware, k 


Jess other commodities which could not easily be manufactured along the frontier. 


The-herb ¢ 





eng likewise proved a boon to those who longed for some. | 


2 
% 
e 


me things, that would make their frontier life much more confortadlée 





was wo 


rth from 30 cents %o 80 cents a pound when dried. It grew in 





rofusion throughout e large.portion of the county, Numerous 





y wong patches where @ man could dig himself a small fortune 





fev wocks. Apparently there ie one somewhere between the hex 





waters of 











i “ © Shavers Fork of at which wes overed by a Union 
scouting j= ing the Mer between the States. ‘The nephews cf one of these 

itiers. . ‘ 
§ 4 » sot out to find this wondrous place 
where o «t ‘ oe 
“a ae e< en area of two or threo acrese 
Their weatic o* ‘ ot he 4 
a ee beluy the boundary of an old, blared 
fellowes ‘ eve oye ¢ ate a ee 

that ¢ ‘ 


ound along the way end 





camping on the trails At the end of & 





ver thet someone had preosded them 





rofiteble since tho seug they pad collected 





wes not at all un, 





mtely #200 at the prices then currents 





en-femily long pefore 





seng had already won e respect of the Wor 


end Jim made their trip to the fabled petchs qheir feathers Ae Je Vorkmens 





ginseng 





by until 





tn form of 175 bores on 








| was then selling et 75¢ e pounde ile ves typicel of the esrly fermers 


ted the 








resources to be found in the woods. 





ginseng, golden seal, and 





-e root he derived w cash incomes Furs of mink end raccoons were 





Pecit, sugar, coffee end similar commod 





The first white 


roved & mi 





rvelous novelty. to: the Work 





+ the brown product which was boiled from 








© pomo enimale wes now a distinct lirbi 
























wiped out by bears end wolves sh lurke 
eur ing « larre part of tt e = 
part of the pesturege in the vou 0 
anbye ¥4.00 
oure ® ) ° e 2 
$15.00 » hend £ 1 
f we 
1 wore announced by 
* i by Ke Je Be 
. oe ust 86, luet 
_ . that purtiouler 
en for i t ° ° 
y-« & the same nunber 
= er as have boon killed in 
Be Ae rw 
o Ve Ay eet won ¢ ho: 
e are ore that ye ith 
. © wolf 
8 Coll r 4 four 4 
and 
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the leeders 
Jeres Gibson bagged three. James Sharp and 0. C. Arbogast trailed the 


with two dears eachs Wii) Point, Sateen oe pists. ef te Divite 

Boare wore usuelly caught either by hunting with dogs or by the vee of 
heavy steel traps or log snearetes The few wolves killed in Poeshontes were 
killed by poisoned bait or were trapped in pyramid-sheped ponte These ingen 
fous traps were baited with eld or crippled sheep and left open at the tops 
The rolf ocrld scramble up the inclined walls and leap upon the All-feted - 
bait, but when he wes ready to leave he would discover that the opening was 
too high for him to reachs) 


Yeny thrilling tales have grows ovt of the struggles with sheep Killing 





bears. Powerful Francis teCoy wrestled e seven foot bear through th 


1 
thinkets and stone rubble of Black Mountain for eevorel eternally long 
minutes before his hunting partoer, the Eeyerend Asa Shinn Molleill, could 
eefely bring his gun to point on the tumbling monsters - Lame Paw and cid 


Bellion, lercest outlaws killed in Pocahontas, terrorized stookmen for years 





before irete hu 





ere finelly brought them to beye 


Ac the tical weve of the frontier relied on to the West the sharacter 
of Foose 





tex life chenged tremendously» The destitute pioneers who hed 


ricket their lives for the privilere of scraping out the berest existence in 


the new Iané were now wottled, modorntely prosperous farmerss 


Relieved of the 


eonetent tt 


roes of stervetion they turned to the problem of gratifying their 


desire for exeter, + 


re comfortable living. Riohard Hill hired the Keanison 
trethers ¢ tid hd our i t 
c twtld him «» } ® which wan the show pleee of the Little Levels. 
The Reverent de 

© n Yeoch, @ ekiliful Dinokemith, found business dooming ae his 
ee re "'! Clesetiafied wAth 


or wakeohift tools and flooked to buy 
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his hoes and pitoh forks and well-tempered exese William Mayse wes kept 


busy in hie smithy et Kill Point. Wethen Burgess. gunsnith of the Little 


Levels, produced custom-made rifles, end his brother, John, ®@ skilled carpenm 


ter, found new prosperity in his trade ss people called upon him to build 


new houses and barns which @ few years vefore would have been raised by 


their own hands. 


Wichsel Daughertys Peter Lightner, Daniel Kerr, and a score of others 


pullt their water powered mille elong the Pocshontes streams, and the demand 


for well-ground meal and flour kept their burrs turning end doomed the hand 


pill and hominy block to # fast-recedin 


a 
i 


est. Saws and powder mills were 


added to weeny of these establishments, and laboriously hewn timbers gave wey 


to sewed lunber while powder became more essily aveilables William Civey 
of Anthony Creek developed one of severel tan years which gave the Focshontes 
fernere ood leather for echoes and hernesse The Shraders also déeonme Tanous 
for their leathers 


Eoonoris o 





ons in the county improved tremendously as landomers 
turned to etock ruising. The limestone soil produced rich pasturage with 
rich pastureag h a 


pints of oultivetsc 





contrnet to the disheartening 
iwoartaning struggle of the early 
farnere to wrest de 











ent crops fron t) poll 
ps from the rolling land. Catt t 
ling land. Cattle, sheep and 
horses of unexcelled qualit 
S quality cer A the fame of the county 
ounty surroundin 
wtates. # fe marit nvel L 
’ er, we mled 4n J hontast 
A 
Lewele. argo Te such as 4 
6 o Warwie 4 + 
od he now ¢ie 
+ Mleves po - 
* fave the ror & new 14 ; 
& to the parent settle- 














goods in the booming retail trade whioh developed pri 
the St r + 4 i he int -cods and returned 
the States. The stringe of pack horses brought the lntest yoods and re si 
e wt sections Une 





‘aunton with the meat, hides, and othor products of +h 


able to meot the growing trade they gave way grudgingly +o the wag 


he new roads. Travelers’ Repose, in tho northern part of the 





ecome a famous stopping point for oast-west travel. 





treins developed a society all their 





thrived on the hard trips through md end 





wn, the next to cone slong worked and 


He 
° 
3 
® 
re 
° 
& 
@ 
o 
o 
t 
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@ad other natural resourcese 





Rich though it was in such natural resources the county entered the 


trontioth century still es # quiet, farming, stock-rairing commnity, Cereal 
@reine, gerden truck, live stock and the traditional forest products remained 


the prime concern of the citizens, The creaking water mills continued to 


grind, and the husky, hill-bred horses withstood the challenge of the new 





borseless carriages. 1910 saw the industriel revol on berely touching the 


unhurried life of Focahontas. 








THE PIONBER---THOMAS MeNELILL 





Veleill relationship on Swes trace their ancestry 





The 


to Thomas lici’eill, who came to Swago from Capon Valley > ewed= 
erick County, between 1768 and 1770. His ancestors whose 
names can not be recalled came from Scotland. Thomas lc- 


Tieill's wife was HNary Ireson from Franklin County, Virginia. 











About 1770, Thomas licNeill entered three hundred acres 
of land and s ettled where Joseph Pennell lived and built the 
house occupied a few years since by the family of the late 


William McNeill, one of his grandsons. 





family of sons and daughters were widely scattered 
in the course of years but wherever they went, became useful 


eitizens. His sons were Jonathan, 





solem, Enoch and Gabriel 





Naomi and Mary. Naomi became lirs. Smith 


and the daughters 





liam Ewing and both went to Ohio. Gabriel 





ecca Stephenson and settled y 





here Jonathan NeNeill 





Jackson C by, Ohi 
ackson County, Ohio, where he became a 


well Imorm citi 





Prom information fy rished by one of 


his prend 





5, he was the first Surveyor of his adopted 
He most prominent of ‘the pioneers 
$m machinis > el ae. 

%t, chemist, betant st, farmer, 


ot a quack in anyone, says a 





deen on a visit to 


ad lived, 





hogre, and sett) 
ov , ettled on what 








“homestead but finally moved to Jackson County, Ohio- 
a went west. 


arried Confort Smith an 
son of the pioneer Thomas M 
Moore, and settled 


Absolom m 
Weill, 





Jonathan Senior, 


married Phoebe Moore, 4 daughter of Moses 
at the Swago mill ovmed by the licClintic's. He was an enter- 
prising person; milling, weaving, fulling cloth and powder 
making were carried on under his supervision. Coverlets 


woven by one Jones, are still to be found. 


irs. Phoebe Heleill survived her husband many years. 
been 


She was born February 15, 1774 and claims to have/13 years of 


age at the time of the Drennan raid, when James Baker and 


the Bridger boys were killed. 





The sons of Phoebe and Jonathan McNeill were John, 
William, Moore and Preston. Preston, while a little boy 
three or four years of age, was arovmed near the mouth of 


Dry Creek and his body was found some distance below near 


the fording. 











John ecifeill married Rebecca McNeill from Franklin 
oc ea _ 
County, Virginia, and s ettled on Dry Creek at the vlace occu 
by his era F " 
pied by his grand-son Charles lcNeill. He was prominent i 
Je was as in 


his Church,--the llethodist Epi 
4 urch,--the Methodist Episcopal , a member of the court 


and com 





etent an aitht 
1b and faithful school teacher and possessed 


Mmovledpge of medica’ dies a > 
5 £m sal remedies, and at a ti wi nr sici 
tine when pl icians were 


n Prankford 2 i 
nisford, in Greenbrier County or the Warm 





Cinia, his servi f a e 0 re 
8 5 ces freely giv : 
. y eiven wer £ great 
somfort and relior e a : ‘ 
nd x bf to the sufr 
he suffering before rem 
= egular attention 


Anna lloore, near Yarlinton; the lete Jane Kennison 


irse 
Vaomi Dilley near Dilley's 


Mill; ‘the late 


lirs. 
B, McNeill now 


on Dry Creek; 
eill on Buck's Run, where 


Joseph 


Vashington Mel 
lives; ‘the late John Neleill dumior, merchant at Hillsboro, 


vere his children. 


Moore McNeill first moar Augusta 


ried Martha McNair of 





near the mouth. His second 


+ and settled on Dry Creek, 
William Aulé@ridge, ances~ 





wes liancy Auldridge; daughter of 
mnection in our county. 
Clark died in early 





tor of the Auldridge co By this mar- 
=e there were two daughters and one son. 





was married to Reuben Overholt, Nancy 





Nancy Griffey from Franklin 
a Swiss soldier who came over 
remained to become a citizen 
They settled on the Thomas MeNeill 


was a popular school teacher and among the 


ct 
© 


s profession in +t. imits. 
the pres ent limits of the 








ve month school at the Marony Place 





Agnes Gay and Andrew 









: Gay Tie Rn eee 

miso wont to tt ay. The Buckley¥s 
were Jor n, James, 01 a Nancy HeNeill 

, My aiborne er 
, 1 Oore; the ar 

; the daurhters ra 

€ ne ‘ daughters were, 
wer 


on oohr~m 
chran on Droop Momt 
1 Droop Mountain, 











Jonathan ! eleill married Angelina Adidison, daughter of 





e old homestead near Bue. 





uugh- 


They settled on & 
heir daugt 


sone 








were 












Doe, 





eir sons. 





lie! 





section of the 





laware a long time. 
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Charles and Jacob Kennisen of the Little Levels 


They 


earliest pioneers. 










their 
eel, @ refugee nei 
rmanent settlene 


om Winchester, 





her mother 


ighborhood. 





Because 


and have 























David Kennison was porn June 7 1767. He married Susanne 
Hughes, 2 sister of Moses and Milburn Hughes. David Kennison 
soon after his marriage settled North of Mill Point. They 
were the parents of two daughters - Esther who became Mis. 


Rlizabeth,and these are the names of the 


William MeNeel, and 
seven sons. Charles, William, Lawrence, Mark, David, James 
end Jacob. All these children went west except Jacob Kennison, 
who married(in 1828) Catherine Clendenen and settled on the 


ference to their children -- Hannah was the 





late William Morrison near Buckeye. 








ghter of Squire John MeWeel and lived on Dry 


Bland married Eliz- 







and located in Braxton County; Allan married 


and lived on the Greenbrier 





John D. Rorke 


ar 





lis Creek. John Bland died in 
Confederate Soldier died during 


son died in 1864. Jacob Kennison 





served many years 





harles the pioneer, came from 


-eenbank Amos, Kan 
Amos Kennison, 








ebdolt on the Gree 





then in poss 








jo 


Confederate 
in Nicholas County. John Armentrout, her son 4 ont 
the 





soldier had his head shot off by a solid cannon shot in 
battle of King's Mountain. John Barlow Kennison married 
jeida Gillispie Morrison and settled on the homestead. He 
acquired a fine estate. In reference to his family, James 


s &: klin married 
aiborme married Rachel Kellison. Thomas Prmk 





r 41 stead. 
Julia Nanna of Greenbrier County and lived at the homest 





Brock. liorgan Yennison married Cora Hill, 


Isaac Hill. Jacob } 








mnison, the fellow alias 





brother Charles located on lands just east of 


NX 


ich were occupied by his son the late Nathaniel . * 











Kennison. Nathaniel Kennison never IN 
one sister Elizabeth who never married, { 
She : his brother kept house . The neatness and &Senerous \ 
espitality that characterized this home made it pleasant Xs 
/ 
the i 2 inist a ; time, 


an bdvenced Bee, I 


re. er Ben lad. Yas 2, we a 


son me 





rried Nanoy 0} 








He was for many years a magistrate in his district. He re- 
syed a liberal education at the Hillsboro Academy, mainly 


ceiv 


er the tuition of Rev. M. D. Dunlap. ir. Dunlap regarded 








as one of the most exemplary young persons thet he had ever 








Scuire Davis Mennison married Rebecca Lewis, daughter ot 


James Lewis, who ommed large and fertile trects of 






oe 


ne Greenbrier Valley. James Lewis was one of the 


proprietors of Hillsboro. John L. Yennison married 








~nrv §. Lewis another daughter of James Lewis and lived near 





a a farm inherited by his wife from her father James 





ied. Nathaniel married Miss 










k was done by Charles and 


th broad axe and whip savr. Some of the first 





work that was done irfhis county ‘was by Riichara 





Charles Kermison hewed the 


logs for 





The building yet stands 


Claiborne Melle 
aiborne licNeel's house near 





nnison rani 


kS among the most noted in our 
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(From Writer's totes ana History by Families) 


LEVI MOORE - Pioneer 


hen one hundred years a6, one of the most 


ow embraced by Poca- 


More % 
Jmorm citizens in the region ni 


widely 
vi Moore Senior, a native of 


hontas and Bath Counties was Le 


Yeles. He was the pioneer of Frost and came there sonetime 


previous to the Revolution and was among the first to make 


@ permanent settlement. The lands he settled are now ormed by 


the Gibsons, Sharps and others. His wife was Susanna Crist. 


first settled in Pennsylvania where he lived until his 





femily, two sons and two daughters were born and the older 


amily, 
ones nearly grown. . Hannah Moore married Robert Gay, the 
a ancestor of the Gay families so frequently mentioned in our 





became Mrs. John Smith, one of the first 


yt 





rs of the Edray District, near the head of 








six feet eleven inches in height 





Ha wae ¢ P 
e was a member of the Virginia Lesis. 
rginia Lesis- 





eat ° 
sai.on to Lao: 





the court house. 





of 


and lived on the Noore 











he 
-2- 
Rebecoa Moore married Leonard trvine on Back Creek 
end lived at the brick house where the road to Frost leaves 
the Back Creek road. Levi Irvine was cilled in an accident. 


Lizzie married Henry Coffee of Augusta County, Virginia. 


Trvine narried William Gardner and settled in Webster 








4iton Irvine married Kate McCarty and settled on Little 


sack Creek. Susanna married Cyrus Kelley on Little Creek and 





e was a son Herron Irvine. 


Margaret Moore married Eli McCarty and lived near 





Her daughter Nargaret MeCarty, married the late 





and lived on the homestead. Her brother Paul 





in the West. Martha Moore, another daughter of Hon, bevi 





wy, 





late Reverend John ugh of Indian 





Levi, Beverly, John, Samuel, Mi 








riam, 
« MoNesl;, 






£ Buck's Run, Reverend 





3 


feel, 2 minister of the Baltimore Conference, were 





dren. 


Andrew Moore married Rebecca Waugh, 






Creek, then moved + 








ving no f 





one of And 





sons. 















he 


~3- 
Putas ey Chit4 Fron >— ee OF her aaphlr 
march theft here Hadkelar— leas 


lirs. Mary Jane Moore, the third daughter, made her home 





th her daughter, Mrs, Matilda Moore, near Mount Zion Church. 
; : se . 
George Moore, the youngest son was about as tall as his 
father. He spent some years in the West, then returned to 


2 about 1841 and was a pupil at the first session, 


Nat ng taught in the Hillsboro Academy about 1842, at Hillsboro, 






Poeshontas County. The Rev. Joseph Brovwm was Principal. He 





the study of medicine in view and was an exemplary student in his 
in his efforts to qualify himself. lir, Brown took much interest 


in the quiet and busy student but he contracted tuberculosis and 





& at the home of his sister--Mrs. Rebecca Irvine on Back 
Creek. 


Levi Moore Senior located 575 acres of a British survey 





head waters of Knapps Creek. After the Revolution new 
yuirements were made in order to secure permanent possession. 


It was to pay a requisite fee. A warrant would be given for 





patent granted by the Federal Government. The 


new papers were dated 1798 and were attested by Henry Grimes 
ani Alien Foage and signed by Madison, Governor of Virginia. 
Previous to 





5 survey, George Poage had a warrant on two 


sich would have 






nousand 
thousar included the 575 acres claimea 
by the Mocre's.At first 


Fight, but vhen they 


y found ¢ 


the lioore's contested for the British 
much was not’ 'y valja 


they ‘then availe 
Sheescives of tho | ailea 





10rising exchan, rants, 
V4 6 of warrs 
Levi. Moors or in thi e as 
“A SHLO New arrancame 
‘an, omt is ass 
a E lgnee of 
r : S adjoining the nds of Aaro: core 
v4 a. = 4 lands of Aaron Moor > 
ho mms ct © +t¥ing on the Hero: a 


Place, so vhen a warrant 








e warrent on 


ere was exchanged for th 
a upon by Poage and Levi 
e stated the 


claim held elsewh 
Aaron Moore was agree! 
ea for, George Poag' 
ents and at Poage's 


or 
Land adjoining 
a the patent was appli 
an exchangé of warr 
ted in Levi Moore, 


Moore ant 


ct that there had been 


fa 
or 575 acres was ves 


request the title f 
s assignee of Levi Moore Senior. 
interesting and shi 


It brings out the 


unior 2 





The transaction is om the spirit 


of true manhood; integrity and honesty+ 
So far as the law went, Poage could have 





the 575 acres with all the improvements and good 


ities of the lend at the time the warrent or claim 





re pore no comparison in real value to the clain 





s - adjoining she lands of Aaron Moores 


for the land 


° 


We should love and honor the memory of our pioneer 





keep their record before us when we 





were. 








nber them. 








le Y- MoLaui 


Second Ave+ 
Marligton, W. Ve 






Chapter 4--Section 3 
SL le 
estry of our people, it may 


In reference to the anc 
ite character; 


ur citizenship is of compos: 
h and Frenche The greatest 
of Scotch-Irish 


be inferred that o 
German, English, Irish, Scoto. 
number of our Pocahontas County people are 
descent. 


Such names as these, Lightner, Harper, Yeager, 


Arbogast, Herold, Halterman, Burr, Siple, Sheets, Casebolt, ~'° 
Shrader, Burner, Sydenstricker, Varner, Hevener, Cackley, 
Gumn, and Overholt, indicate German descent. 
Moore, Gillispie, McCarty, McLaughlin, Cochran, 
Waugh, Hogsett, MeNeel, Kerr, Lockridge, Drinnon, Gay, 


McCollam, McCoy, Beard, Baxter, Slaven, Hannah, Hill, Kincaid 
a 

















Irvine, McElwee, Wallace, Curry, Hamilton, Sharp, Friel, 
MeCutcheon, imply Scotch-Irish or Scotch-English descent, 
Warwick, Matthews, Renick, Clark, Gibson, Johnson, 
Geltord, Buckley, Kinnison, Adkison, Barlow, Gatewood, Jack- 
gon, Brown, Wooddell, Hull, Cooper, Duffield, Auldridge 
Duncen, Besle, Sutton, Callison, 


indicate English antecedants, 


Vaupin, Ligon, Dever, Tacey, Dilley 
, 


Lerge Gre of French extraction 


Bussard, and 


Pokes, Pritchard 





Price, Ruokma = 
n i 

denote Welch ex. 

Keo, Doyle, x oy Vloo sofles, Rorke leave 
» Kelley e 3 
®Y, Loury, ¢ loonan, So 
B mo Goubt thy 5 ° . 
het ‘0nd wos their hone 


The Teot thet t) 


ee their tnoestry to , 
‘he nortny or Iy 


“6 predoming 
ting elone 
3 at As to p 
hunbers 


oland ang are either 
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oer Scotch English, is explaineu py Dre ym. Te 


follows; 
‘About 1oil there was a district in Ireland that 


pulated by forse ture OL lands when 0 
Puritans from England and Reformers 


argely depo ‘Neil 
ne was deteated. 
nd were induced to occupy the, abandoned property. 
eek a refuge from oppress 
affairse Having been 


Ireland, they 


Jeutle: 
people had to s 
re came a change in Irish 
people living for a time in 


In common usage the term is 


ion elsewhere 


jen the: 
teh or English 
were called Scotch-Irish. 
as the Scotch seem to 


applied to poth English and Scotch, 


heave predominated. 
About the time when on the lookout fo. 
a living wall for protection against Indien 


ra refuge, the 


Virginiens wanted 


reids from beyond the Blue Ridge. Wow when it became known 


that Germans, Scotch-Irish, and French Hugenots were willing t 


to settle on the frontier, liberal concessions were made by 
the Virginia colonial authorities, and it was not many years 

werfore @ line of settlements were formed. Therefore, in the 
course of the next fifteen years the most inviting sections 

of Pooshontss, Monroe and Greenbrier Counties were settled by 
@ pumbor of enterprising families of the same type of people 
wees *° hardship : 


euperionces slong tt c 
pet “ the frontior with its perilous emergencies 


6 ond familiar with privations. These people 





 ghet Gevelopea strong clene r w 00: 
“ ol mte of charagter along with a goodl 
goodly 


g@egree of intellectuel vie i" 
BOre they placed the highest value 


gauection, snd 
athe very best 


h th 
heir advantages wore limited, the: 
thelr opportunities, ‘ . 











The English Crown recognized the part of the» 
Sootch-Irish along with the New England Puritans in pring- 
ing about and fighting the war for independence py term- 
ing it the "Presbyterian War". Washington knew them 
and in a dark hour for the cause of freedom, he saw his 
way out through the Scotch-Irish when he said all he 
needed to lift his pleeding country from the dust was a 
panner to be raised on the mountains of August&e 

An article in the Pocahontas Times for July, 1955 


py 4. F. Ewing of Grand Rapids, Michigan, illustrates the 


Scotch-Irish humor; 


He was talking with his grandfather, Enoch Ewing of 
the Swago region, about the irregularity of Greenbrier farm 
lands. Enoch Ewing explained to his grandson how "in an . 


arly dey” a farm prospector would come over the Alleghenies 


to locate a new homesite. He also explained what was meant 


by the tomahawk right or claim. A man would look over the 


uncleimed lands, pick out what he wanted, blaze a line of tree 
s 


sround it witn his are, build a cabin upon it and claim it 
eghinst all comers, This brought to Enoch Ewing's mind an in 


cident told him by his father William Ewing, who settled in th 
ne 


Swago country vi 
2 untey around 1770, An Irishman by the name of "Alleck 


weaddie” come into the country to locate a far 
arm. 


He proceed 

to blez a 

z@ 6 line sround the land of his choice ALY 

. tter react 
@ certein point, he = 
» he woe in doubt as 

to the direoti 

eGontinue Hie "tomonawiings a 


He laid his axe at the foot of a 


tree end went forward to prospect 


while he wes gone, 


Ae William Ewing happened along 
the fresh blaging and the axe and 
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the axe and 
“-espeotly guessed what was going one He took up 


e lands that Waddle intended to 


“-\azed a new line around th 


- When 
i arround, and had him well shut off pefore he returned 


addle returned, he was a very sad. Irishman. William Ewing 


° 
ben appeared, laughingly handed over the axe and explained t 


ss future neighbor that it was all a joke. In frice's 
ystory and also in records at the Court House, the name is 
ren as Alexander Waddell. Mr. Ewing does not know the 
xact date of the above indident but thinks it was long before 
se Revolutionary war. The County records for June 1822 show 
wat Alexander Waddell was allowed one dollar and fifty cents 
sr three days labor as surveyor on 4 road. 

Both Alexander Waddell and William Ewing later 


‘ved to Ohio and settled near Gallipolis. 


cenic beauty of this natural region of West Virgin— 


attrects large numbers of visitors and the resort in- 


increases each year ,in addition to the scenery and 


portunities for tramping, fishing and camping the resort 
mess is of real value to the State. The hillsides are 
fered with natural grasses that make them rich grazing 

Everywhere in the county the rain fall and temper- 
ature are favorable for farming. 

Little Levels District (No. 4) is the most southern 
Sub-division of the county. It derives its name from the 
Plateau as flat, lying north of Droop Mountain. This flat 
embraces aq area of several square miles and is one of the 

Set fertile spots in the Allegheny Mountains. North and 
5 etching away to the neat are tne Yew Mountains,while to 
eact is the Cranberry Tange, a southern offshoot of the 
Mountains. Four miles west of Hillsboro, stands 
Bayard towering to a heipfifh of 4000 feet--the highest 
ef dand in the county. Viewea from Hillsboro in the 
munlight, it is an object of subline @randeur. It 


4m honor of Delaware! 


Bouth 014 Droop vount, 


8 distinguished Senator Bayard, 


fain ppamed from its peculiar 


née out prominently againet the horizon. It is the 


Mountain of the elate 


AM i765 by 36 fo} 
765 by Jonn Moteol and the Kennison's, The 
eee GhS146 born wit in 


The first Settlement was 


the limite og the dirtrict Was 


Partha Vo) 4 
Cheel and it ip the same which 








Piiriea vy the mother. heroine wParnsteucted a rude 
ands laid the 


























‘coffin, dug a grave and with her own hi 


infant to rest. 


[ome early settlers in this district were James 


Lewis, Alexander Waddell, James Brinnell, John Switzer, 


Richard Hill, William Clendenen, Abraham McNeel, Nathaniel 
Kennison, William Kennison, David Kennison, Josiah Beard, 
Thomas Beard and John Béard. 


The first grist mill in Little Levels district was 






puilt by Valentine Cackley in the year 1800; it was located’ —— 


at what has ever since been called Mill Point, a short dis— 





tance North of llsboro. It was a round pole structure witn 
one of small stones; water was the propelling power. 
prior to the erection of this mill, the people depended upon 
the hand mill and the hominy block. In the year 1808 Mr. 
Cackley built a sawing apparatus--thus he was not only the 
Mbuilder of the first grist mill but of the first sawmill. 
\fhe firet school was taught by Thomas Green, in the 
year 1796 in a rude cabin which stood one and half miles north 
lof Billesboro on lands owned by John MeNeel. 
Meapie of learn 


This pioneer 





ing was a round pole structure with a clap- 
board root held in place by w&ight-poles 


Serth. Inatead of Windows, a log was 


The floor was 


m chopred from 
e end over th per ty 
© aperture was pasted @reased paper as 


for glans, 
8B BP Aet 
Maret winter 





ary, the great apost 








le of Methodien was 
°F whe vied t 
Yed the Little Levels |nG that 
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1 i itt Pole 
as early as 1789. He preached in the little White 


The tradition is true for 
reh. It 


Church built by John McNeel. 


it is substantiated by general records of the Ghu: 


i i i in the 
appears the first organization wes perfected here 1 


last named year and at the time the members composing the 


Church were: John McNeel, Martha NcNeel, James Lewis, 
Rebecca Lewis, Andrew Waddell and wife, Charles Kennison, 
Jacob Kennison, Mrs. James Brinnell, Jom Switzer and wife, 


11, Nancy Hill and Abraham Bills 





Richard 
\ ilsboro was the only little town in Little Levels 


It was laid out in 1843 by Joseph Brom, a FPres- 





byterian minicter and school-teacher. The original proprietors 
were John Hill, Davis Poage, Nathaniel Kennison and James 


Lewis. The settlers nat to use their wits and depend upon 





lves for material for comfortable clothes. The favorite 


material of a hunter or ranger was deer skin as it was best 





usage. Kany families from the oldest 


ungest 


were thus clothed. Great skill was attained 
tne deer skin soft and pliable. The settlers were 
facturing cloth. They brought spinning wheels 


arly every farmer had his flock of sheep and 


{ fin . i 

f flax. The wool was carded with han@ cards, spun 

rove . ne 
© and mad@ up into clothes for both men and 

wone 

© suit oY 
s for men were made of fullea cloth and fine 
SPCG2@s for » e 


nm Of "preaned flan: el", The flax was pulled 


‘Owe on the ground, rotteat then broken and 


se 
prepared for ®pinning on the little 












y it from 
wheel as the machine was called to distingui® sae 

, woven in 
the larger wheel for spinning wool. It was 


e 
eheets and snirves = =H 


cloth for table linen, towels, 


o hatchel was 
tow which was the coarse part combed and of th 


en and boys- 
spun into coarse cloth for summer suits for ™ 


j lies for 
Nearly all the cloth worn for 20 years in fam4 


} ne wives and. 
every day @@ dresses was made at home by t 


duaghters. 


FIRST SETTLERS. 


ut the year 1749, there residea in Frederick 





County, Virginia, a man who was subject to periods of in- 
sanity and while so stricken would roam into the wilderness. 
At one of these periods he wandered across the mountains - 


and came énto some of the tributaries of Greenbrier River. 


Surpri 


sed to see these waters flowing westward instead of 
s other rivers in that section of the country 


* return to Winchester he related his discovery. 
nse 


“quencé of this, 





two men, Jacob Marlin and Stephen 


one 1 pigtcnt a5 
11, lately trom New England, visited the country and 
COOK Up theis secian.. 
it renidence on Greenbrier River, on a bottom 
ever <i; e 
“noe known as Marlin's Bottom, now the nite of the 
town of y 


Tiinton, 


; the County seat of Pocahontas County, 





of Marlin has since been perpetuated. 


S8 &leo been perpetuated ey Sewell Mountain 
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in Greenbrier and Fayette Counties. 


| meee men erected some sort of a rude cabin near 
where the Edray District High School building now stands 
and for a while were domiciled in the first residence to 
be built within the present: limits of Pocahontas County. 
But after a brief sojourn in their cabin, these two men had 
a quarrel over their respective religiaus peliefs and sepa- 
rated. Marlin continued to occupy the cabin and Sewell 
crossed a slough near by and took up his abode in a large 
sycamore tree, and thus they were found living in 1750, by 
John Lewis and his son, Andrew--afterward General Andrew 
Lewis, the hero of Point Pleasant;-wno had come west of the 
mountains to explore the country as agents and surveyors 
of the Greenbrier Land Company. Sewell afterward moved. en 


weet into Greenbrier County and soon fell a victim of the- 


ii Ii is supposed that Marlin returned later to the 





If com 


s€cond white men to come within the present 





Pocehontas County, were John Lewis and his son 


no later became General Andrey Lewis) who in 1750 
land as 





the agents and surveyors fot the 


“and Company, to which the British Crow had 
7,000 sores of land to be located in the valley 


Tier “iver, It woe 


at this time that the 
@ider Lewin pean. 
Came entangled in a dense growth of green 
oTier - 
. eer in 16 
ae the valley, and he Geclared that he would 
*'6F on1) 


the atres 
eam, upon the banks Of which be Was 


i has 
then surveying, "Greenbrier River" - a name by which it ha 


ever since been known and called by English and American 


geographers. 


| twas on this surveying expedtion that General 


And@rew Lewis personally marked the oak at Marlinton, and 


now known as "The Corner Oak" and which is the oldest 


corner tree in the Mississippi Valley. This tree which 





stood 500 feet east of the Chesapeake and Ohio Passenger 

Depot, was marked by General Lewie on October 6, 1751, to 

witness the corner of a survey of 470 acres, including the 

pottom lands of Greenbrier River formed by Knapps Creek 

end Stony Creek. So far as is known it is the only tree 

now standing that was marked by the General on this occasion. 
For a hundred years this tree has been failing and 

the long Grouth of 1930 killed it. The top has been cut 

menace to people and buildings standing 


near. The bowl has been capped with copper and at the proper 





a€ it will be given a treatment of wood preserving paint. 


John Lewis (Father of General Andrew Lewis) was a 


ative of J a qd ss 
ve of Ireland, descended from a family of Hugenots. He be 


"G @ Considerable es 





tate which he increaseq by 


and frugelity until he became lessee ofa very 
Yeluadle orove 
Proverty, He married Margaret Lynn, daughter of 
the Lairg of Le 
r * Lock Lynn who was 
* b. ‘ ; 
a Gescendent of the Chieftains 


po 
~ POwerfyl olan in the Scottieh Bighlgnds He 
© BO) 
ne ~ Thomas, Andrew, Samuel 


. Andrew, 







Wsienaries, the son 
the recond son ia With hie 





father at the mouth of mnapps Greek in 1751 - He was 

a soldier in Colonel George Washington's regiment during 
the French and Indian War and commanded the southern 
division of the Virginia Army at Point Pleasant in 1774 

and upon the preaking out of the Revolutionary War received 
and held a Brigadier Generel commission until 1780 when he 
resigned it anda started home but became ill of fever and 
died in Bedford County within forty miles of his home. It 


give an account of the noted Lewis family as 





County was among the first to record their bravery 


familiar name in Pocahontas County, John Lewis 





his brother James Lewis from Staunton, Virginia 
ake up lands in the Greenbrier Valley. Records from an 


b 


te 
A 
w 
es 


le and old deeds show that James Lewis owned at one 








ten thousend acres of land, msuxwizk-including most of 





on 





ch Hillsboro is now located. James Lewis is 





tory as one of the original proprietors of 





wis! 






sons w rT I 
6 were all brave men. Thomas ,the 


/ 
bored und isi 
a under a defect of vision which disabled 








was, however, a man of learning and 
z ar 


resented Augusta 





County, Virginia, 


mber of the Vir i 
f the Virginia Convention, 








regiment 





» @steemed 


order warfare, 





Such were the sons of the firet surveyor in the Green- 


prier Valley,--a beautiful valley, and if the traveler 
who visits the little mountain tow of Hillsboro will 


stroll a mile and a half to the north, he will reach @ 





peautiful cemetery in which repose many of the pioneers 
of Pocahontas County: John McNeel and his wife, Cherles | 
and Edward Kennison and their wives, James Lewis and his 
is wi Ly ofheed 
wife and Abraham McNeel and his wife. 2Brrel, 977°% 
) = fing I have failed to mention Samuel Lewis——the 
third son. He was a, soldier in the old French War; he 
commanded a company of soldiers in Washington's eer oa 


| LEvery one of his brothers serving under.him. 


William the fourth son took an active part in the 




















border warfare and was an officer in the Revolutionary 


it was the wife of William Lewis that sent her 


vr 
War 





three young sons to the defense of their native land. 


Their ages were 13, 15 and 17. The older sons of ‘William 


Lewis were with the Northern fou genen Washington heard 
\ 


of thie incident he said: "Leave me but a banner to plant 


upon the Mountains 8 aS i 
oe of West Augusta and I will rally around 


m6 the me ff A 
me the men wao littedur bleeding country from the dust 


enc eet her free", 








log ho) t Je 
ouse of James Lewis stood for many years 
One wile fron Hilleboro, built on the 


large farm ti 
OMnes AGG the hor : aot 





b of his two sinte se built 
h two sisters wag & log hou 
OF @ bill a Tt distance from ame ew me His 
x om Jame q ‘ 8 
MASSEF Ge —Verennes 3 , 
TRATOt Lynn ow 4 5 2 € 
y Lewis) Oldham and § etty Lewie ar 
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cr tk arm where 
laid to rest under a large maple tree on the farm ¥ 


4 Kennison 


; Tre 
they had lived. The farm is now owned py Wrenn 


whose mother was Mary S. Lewis, daughter of James Lewis. 


ters of the Revolution will erect a monu- 





ment at their graves. James Lewis died the first year of 


Civil War. Being a large land owner he had cattle and 





sheep in large numbers for those times. There being no 
banks near he kept his money about his house until the war 
broke out. He then took it away from the house and hid 


in the forest in the direction of the Greenbrier River, 





family, but it was never found. 
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REVOLUTIONARY WAR PERIOD — Ugttheitleaes CO 


At the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, there were probably 
1 twenty inhabitants within the present limits of Pocahontas 
Colonel John McNeel was the first pioneer to settle in the 
ls District of Pocahontas County, which was in the year 
Yr as can be determined. He later met Charles and James 
has come from the Cumberland Valley to found a home in 
County. 



















he outbreak of Dunmore's War, McNeel and the two Kinnisons 
went to Paint Pleasant, where they participated in the 
battle of October 10th, 1774. They returned home, after 
ton of Dunmore's War. nmkxaxtherkx peri mexankxEhEXXKEKEXARRiN 
A short time intervened and they were crossing the mountains 
to join the patriot army in defense of the thirteen colonia 
mother country and served throughout the Revolution from 
> conclusion of the war. 


aw, another early and prominent settler of Pocahontas 





was at Yorktown and witnessed the British 
i Cornwallis, march out in defeat between two 1i 
on October 19th, 1781. He very shortly thereaf 
ille and became one of the leading citizens of the 
r of the County Court until his death which occurr 
, at the age of 76 years. = 


Zidavits were taken from the County récords 
unty, furnished some soldiers in the Revolut 
5 pene at that period, and also some soldiers ¥ 
se ons of Virginia, who later came and Se t 
1ere until their death, oa 








+ 


© 


o 


/ Mes 
ys (Eta if / (foes WP. 


POCAHONTAS COUNTY 





(GENERAL TOPOGRAPHY ) 

















Pocahontas County lies in the extreme eastern 


portion of the State and is the southermost of what is 
knom as the mountain tier of counties, bounded on the 


north by Randolph County, northeast by Pendleton, east 






and southeast by Highland and Bath Counties, (in old Virginia) 
south by Greenbrier County and west by Greenbrier and 


Webster Counties. 


\ Te surface is for the most part rough and mountain— 
Ous. Here you stand entranced by the picture of scenic 


Grendeur; the traveler experiences a feeling of sublimity 


whichever impresses him when surrounded by great mountains, 
The Highlend region extends along the eastern border of the 
> 

Staterincluding part of Pocahontas County. This isa region 


of many mountaing ridges between which are valleys rich in 


Zimestone soil between the tidges are broad lime stone valleys 


Maere the soils, rainfall a: 


nd temperature combine to provide 


BH €xcelient fa 





ing condition. 





ocanontas County southward we have the same 





Oh lisestone x 
ri © © #011. The woodea mountains, the green valleys 
mee the clear “rkling streams of these high 


BOBS Of the moet bon 





nds provide 
stiful scenery in the 


state. The elevatio 
; n 
mE MANY Of these «, “ntain ridges 


in Pocahontas County xe 
y 0 4000 foes ns 


te 

















ton Dilley about the year 





Peso oes ris ae 
of Ulover Lick, W.Ve. 















earliest pioneers and 
settler in Bittle Levels District of Poc ounty >» 


Virginia, 


He was born near Winchester, 


nt to the Gumberlend valley, in 





after nis settlement, he had an 





altercation with a young man, woich resulted in 4 hand to 
MeNeel pelieving that ne had done his antag- 


wilderness and after some 





fled to 


amid the wild solitudes of the Alle— 





upon what has ever since pbeen known as 





e decided to make hic future nome 





is was about the year 1765, 





cabin. T 


he Muddy Creek settlement 








fter M {cNeel bad hi 
ter Mr. McNeel bad occupied his cabin, 


















yr 
ir stay in the valley, Mr- NoNeel wooed «4% # 






During the 
won the hend of a lady nemed Martha Davis. She was born 
in Wales in 1743, and at an early date had accompanied her 
ia. Now she prepared to to the wilder— 





parents to Virgi 


ness and share the toils and hardships of a pioneer home. 
All things were gotten ready, the journey made and the final 


f land were cleared, and then, 


home reached. A few acres 0 


LE prea Ets Oye Kee freed 


x Mr. MoNeel remembering his duty to God, with his own hands 

\ reared a small log cabin in which he ana’ Kes gnbors might 

SS worship. This temple dedicated by its builder to the 

\ Builder of the Universe was called the"White Pole Church 

SS and was, in all probability, the first ever erected west of 
RS the Allegheny Mountains. 


— At length Dunmore's war broke out and Mr. KeNeel, 





the Kinnisons, repaired to Camp Union, en— 


Blerances. Widdedle Chanter eee ee 


Reohone 4 





anied General Lewis to Point Pleasant, 





ticipated in the bloody battle of October 





their abscence a chila of Mr. 'cNeel 









r constructed a rude coffin, dug a narrow 








with her owm hands laid the infant to rest. 





is 


da‘ worneei + +} ont 
tid born within the limits of Little Levels 


returned but not to rez 








er country and her Ay 












From these sturdy pioneers 


the recognized nation of 1783- 
there are to be found today within Pocahontas County some 
wno bear the name of 


of her most substantial citizens, 








; heaton 
McNeel and Kinnison. fhat an effect it would have had 


WN the citizen 


had John McNeel never have met th 


even to this day, 





p of Little Levels District, 





e young man in Cumberland 


Valley, with whom he had the fist fight! 


Peter Lightner was one of the early settlers in 


what is now Pocahontas County. He was a German—Dutchman 


Wis wither. 


CL Neyerrerr— 


tern part of the State of Virginia. 





Creek in what is now Huntersville 


nd, 


oF 
LIE 





a great blessing to the country to which 


7 
















: x he settle. Prior to his coming there were-no 
< 
Ss 1an-Steunton, a distance of nearly one hundred 
~~ ihrouctt a ee 
\ Nv 5 throug} a trackless wilderness .~- This was too far to 
3 % go to mill, so the settlers prepared their own corn for 
. simple. A large tree was felled, from 
a block + 
v : « lock or cut w taken, which when placed on 
. : ak ligh as a man's wais 
3 Sa igh as a man's waist. #t was placed on 
an er e@ eabi he ea 3 
aI 3 Din, then a fire was kindled upon it 
NS » f { r 
4 inverted cone formed. From this 
1 ere ken p } 
taken and the "hominy block" 





@ of she 
z helled corn was put 


rut 9 


Bh ashor— 





e@ meal, from whic 


the co 











irty mil 





i to come 





some of the pioneers I 
a it an easy ta 





they considere sE to provide pread. 
s Creek end, although meny meny 








mill was located on Knap 
ve breathed their changeful preath upon the site, 


he old foundation and 





years 
a trace of the 


yet a vortion of t 
race still remain to inform the observer that it once ex- 
isted. Mr. Lightner sold this mill to John Bradshaw who 
in turn sold to to Henry Harper, two other pioneers in this 


commun 





s John Bradshaw, who reared 


Huntersville, formerly the 





f Pocahontas County, now stands. Soon after he 


Bath County, Virginia, constructed 





Springs through the mountains to his 


road ever opened within 





Cour 





this thoroughfare, a man 





unton into 





the house of Mr. Bradshaw, and 


tock of trade, which we 





av lead few . 
r, lead, a few pieces of ca 














































































1 s at the 
meme which it has ever since retained. t+ wa 


ernment 
home of this same Bradshaw that the County Gov 


i irst County 
was organized for Pocahontas County, and the firs 


Court ever held for the County on March 5th, 1822. The 
date of the settlement of John Bradshaw is unknown but it 
was in the beginning of the nineteenth century. He was 
the leading citizen of the County for many years and de— 
parted this life on December 30th, 1834, in the 76th year 
of his age, having been born February 2nd, 1759. He lies 


puried in the village of Huntersville. His grave has re- 


cently been properly marked with appropriate ceremonies. 


Another one of the earliest settlers in that portion 


of Bath County, now included in Pocahontas County, was 


Jacob Warwick. “He came from the southeastern part of 
Virginia, and his first settlement was on Jackson River. 
He owned a great many slaves and after he patented the 
lands, now known as the Clover Lick farm, he came out and 
built a house then removed several of his slaves to the 
lend for the purpose of having them improve it. Among the 


mumber was one known as "Ola Ben," who in the absence of 
Mr. Warwick, acted as foreman or general manager. 
A quantity of stock was brought out, 


Gusbers of horses and cattle we 


and soon vast 


re running at large in the 
e c 30 
forest. On one eccafion the proprietor Came out to the 
ferm to see how the wor} 
wethe work was progres ting, and one morning 


rode 


Guring the stay, he and Ben 


some three miles up the 








en done they started to 





stream to salt the cattle, and wi 
return, but had not proceeded far wnen they were fired upon 
by a band of Indians in ambush. But one pullet took effect an 


t pierced the body of the horse upon which Mr. Warwick 





rode. The horse fell to the ground but at once recovered 


ad away at full speed, and reached 





1f and the two des 
ety, but just as they reined up,the wounded 





house in saf 





horse fell dead. Mr. Warwick mounted another which hap— 


in the yard, and rode post haste to 






while "Old Ben" gathered the slaves and took 





to my servant man known by 









lar f the ‘ 
tance of the aforesaid survey ( 





arwick) from 






rwick and Jacob 


ng all the 








Other early settlers in Pocahontas County, many 
of whose descendants still bear their name and are here 


with us were: 





njamin Arbogast, who settled in the Glade Hill 


. Adam Arbogast, who settled on the head of 





Greenbrier River in 1796. 

William Auldridge, a native of England who settled 
in Bridger's Gap. 

John Barlow, who settled on Buckley Mountain on the 


west side of Greenbrier River. 





ua Buckley, the pioneer settler of the Buckeye 





ood who came from Winchester and settled at the 





° 


f Swago Creek-with Greenbrier River, between the 








settled on the head of Greenbrier 





who settled on Elk about 1627. 


ussard, a 


» @ native of Germany, who settled be-— 


the Bright fan 














Cassell family, 





in Greenbank Di strict. 





Collins, a native of Ireland, 


Ireland, who settled on 





who settled in 





lley's Mill. 


head of Trimble! 


n 








»¥ ettled on Locu 
4 ettled in bit aan 
istrict. 
iw Pe el Creek. 
. ettl 
el Creek 








Thomas Galford, the original ancestor of the Galford 


family in Pocahontas County, who settled on Glade Hill about 


of the Revolutionary War. 





William A. Gum, who settled near Greenbank. 


Jacob Gum who settled near Greenbank. 





chard Hill, who is believed to have settled here 


the time the armies of the Revolutiom were disbanded. 








ret settler of Little “evels District. 


David Hannah, an early pioneer who settled on Elk 


a 


settled on Douthards Creek. 











Sitlingtons Creek. 





nes, who settled on Droop Mountain. 





» who settled in the Little levels. He 





¥ » & native of Ireland, who came here prior 


ettled near Marlinton, 











" 











Thomas McNeill, the ancestor of the large MeNeill 
family of the Swago community, wao settled in this County 
between 1768 and 1770. 

Sampson L. Mathews, who first settled on Swago and 
later moved to Mill Point. He was the first county surveyor. 

William Nottingham, a native of England and the an- 


cestor of the Nottingham family, who settled in Gréenbank 





Q 


harp, a native of Ireland, the ancestor of one 





of the Sharp family im Pocahontas County, who settled 





in 1802. 


William Sharp, the ancestor of another branch of the 









family in Pocahontas County, who settled in Huntersville 








T, who settled at Travelers Repose. 




















€r names as William Poage, David bL. 
3 re, Slaven, John Smith, James Ts 
7 r, n » Ralph and Stephen wW: nless, 
® ( » John daekxan, Johnsor 
, : t Duffie, T 
. oF t 
, ‘ r i many 
t rt V 
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Chapter 5 - Section z 
ohn Collins the pioneer, Wes 





Lewis Collins, son of J ae 
regarde 
called the " monarch of all he surveyed "« He was Fes 
ongest, most athletic and largest man in the county. 
6 


gence builder and moweIe 


as the str 
3 He belted 
He excelled as 4 ditcher, 
large tracts ef land and cle 


ood temper and jovial dispos 


area many fields. He was 


many 
ition. Never 


@lso noted for his @ 


was he known to provoke anyone and, strange to say, he had 


more pugilistic knockouts than any one person of his time in 


this section. 


nd eee Se 


aed 


-—————narew Edmiston, son of Yames Edmiston, was born in 


1777. | He settled in the Lower Levels near Locust. In his 


co 


youth and early manhood, Andrew Edmiston seems to have had 
® consuming passion for athletic exercises, boxing, wrestling, 
end feats of muscular endurance. There was at that time one 


Thomas Johnson, near the head of Stony Creek, who claimed to 





be mpion hard hitter of that region. He heard of 


young Z4miston's exploits as an athlete, and these exploits ¢ 








crested doubt 65 to who was the " best man", To settle 
She question, the ambitious Stony Creek champion sent a chal- 
Aemee tO the champion of the Lower Levels, that if he would 
meet Sin be would find out that though he might be the best 


be Levels hat swher 
t int he wo. 8 
: 2uld soon rind himself nowhere 





ea to show himselr up there. 


Snd he set ou 
7 .> out by lie} 
¥ ht of the 
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fing stars for West Union. 


He walked from his home near Locust to John Smith's, 


Sad of Stony Creek, fifteen or more miles, before breakfast 


to dispute the question of " best man” with Tom Johnson on 
his own Stony Creek ground. Without stopping for breakfast, 
he sailed into Johnson. In the first round Johnson landed 

@ terrific blow on Edmiston's shoulder that dislocated his 
rm, and yet he continued the contest until he saw his oppor- 
tunity, and overpowered Johnson until he called for enough. 
John Smith then took charge of the victor, the now " best 

men" on Stony Creek and the Levels, gave him his breakfast and 


by noon he was back at Locust. 








The story is told of Joseph Hannah, son of David 





Hennsh, who lived at the mouth of locust Creek, thet when he 


Wes & youns man he was remarkably fleet of foot and very ac-— 


tive in his movements. He often told of a jump he made when 


eal joke we 






pleyed on him. The joke was played 


, Adan Sumgardner, one Mullins and a colored 





© jokers explained to Dick what they were 


fully promised to act his part, While the 


7, ® shot was t'4red trom ambush, Dick fell 


ery, rolled and kiokea about in seeming- 


“Oseph Hannah flea towards the house 
ped mw gully, when 1 
3 ‘An Matters came to be under- 











couUNTY 





it was forty-two feet from 


stood, the leap was measured and 


track to track Mr. fannah was fond of ¢plling his friends 
that he had " jumped the decree”. Decree meant what record 


In jumping the "decree" 


mow means in races and athletic games. 


he "broke the record"y py two feet. 





nah, Jr-, son of David Hannah, Sr., married 





e and settled on “lk. He was very interesting 





that he had been off to the war of 1812. He had 





y of relating his adventures and was fond of 





ware He was at his best when telling about 





how he en aroused one morning before day to get ready 
for en aitack, as the British were reported as coming. His 





off as he marched until it became so troublesome 





nea to find out the reason why it would not 





len the troops halted, he 








ere all on end, stiff as bristles, and 





ere 3 t off as fast 








could put it on. The 
t H rder was given to to. 
‘ 1 at no ore trouble. 

























fever and viven up 4S @ erit- 





table for the nurse's use, and he 
ds The attendant came 


er so weak and stupid that he 





o 


young sol 


ww nothing snd was unable even to lift his hand. 





sht there would bre no risk to run were 





table while he would 


soon as his back was 





led to the table, mixed the liquor 





1d drink no more and en crawled 





rse returned, he was surprised 





arently asleep and the skin showing & 


Te,e Finally the sweat broke and 








he seemed much pleased 





y near e, old fellow, and if we 





ri ere would you be 




















f yin etood several 





f ick ; 5 He lost his way 








untiful meal, t 





hen to quit. 





nded all this preparation, 





to be boiled and a little 








ne ¢ the 
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Peter Lightner, who lived on Knapps -reek about ninety 4 


t i humore He 
years ago was said to have always been in @ good 


was one of the most expert horsemen od his time, and perhaps 
peslized as much ready change swapping horses @s any other of 


his citizen contemporaries. He could come as near making & 
new snd a young horse of an old dilapidated framework of an 
animal as was possible for anyone to do who has ever made a 


business dealing in horse-flesh. 





James sharp was a member of the County Court under the 














ola@ arrangement, and was held in high esteem tor his patriotism 

and strict, scrupulous integrity. He was much in the habit of 
3 3 

ng At the proper séason, not only for the sport, but asa 





matter of business, for the proceeds were useful in bartering 


for femily supplies for the comfort and sustenance of his house- 


hold. 


While living at his first home on Cummings Greek, he had 





ationel adventure on BuckleysMountain. 


It was grow- 
end was near time to put out for home. 


leisurely » 


He was passing 











1 & panther s 3 t 
* panther suddenly mounted a log in front of him. 
He shot the anims v 
D #1 but, when the smoke cleared away, another 
etoo08 in the same plano 
6 place on the log, This happened nine times 
when the hunter pear ine r \ : 
i] panic stricken and ran home, Sometime 
Suring the nicht tho ; 
4 40 Tombinder of the c 
pack followed his tr, 
rail to 
the Killed o yearling culf. 





The next morning ba. 
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harp went to the spot where he hed fired the nine shots, and 


ine panthers and every shot had told with fatel effect. 





ared that there were seasons when these animals went in 





teen or twenty and this happened to be one of the 








Gum came from Highland County ( then Pendleton) 


ace near Greenbank in 1831. In 





heny and settled there. The 





le name is a little out of the usual 





Co. had a store at Dunmore, William 


There was another Vm. Gum from 





and the merchant to note the differ- 





ts mixed, called the one from 





sheny " on his books. 











. 4 his William A. Gum.cn From_that.cir- 
€ 16d name so in busir 
. o he ge is 
















liien Beleher 












—— 
. gio . 
> yerlin end § ae 
: f¢ settlers of Land 
irginia 
en wandered from Frederick County, Virg+" 
man wan 


1748 a demented 


if 
_ In the autumn ©! PF groonbrist or Posahontas 


i terriery ° 
over into what is now supposed to the the té 


eturned. Although & 


supposed lunatic he had sufficient method in 


counties and 1 
his madness to give & description of his trip and the county he Sa¥ 
uced JB jarlin an phen 5é' to journey + the Countr 
ced Jacob Merl and Step! well to ney to the y 

du Je M 





in 175: rossing the Allegheny moun tenses and following the waters to the 
0. after crossini 6 Allegheny mount da following 8 6 
in . 
mouth of Knapp's Creek in what is now Pocahantas county, they located and built 
C: 


defficulty arose between them and Sewell moved out 6 few 





e cabin. Soon after 


yards end esteblished himself a hollow tree, after which they lived amicably for 





rs end were found thus living when John Lewis and his son 


eneral Andrew Lewis) came west es agents for the Greenbrier Land 


Eg 





in 1751. Sewell afterwards moved a few miles farther west to “Sewell 








gins" where he was killed by th 





sdians. Marlin is said to have gone back 


Marlin's Bottoms and Sewell Mountains still their names. 





In the year 1751 or 2 John Ulrich Swope who was born in the Old Duchy and 





&, Germany and raised in Lancaster County, Pa. followed up Jacksons river 
and Dunlap's creek and aossing the Kn in Mi i i 
~g the Knobs in Monrge Gounty which still beers his 


, went down into Wolf Creek Valley and entorsdhis "hatchet r 





nt" and at his 


one bee 





tree nea pring 
near & Spring now owned by the heirs of Cornelius Leoch 








When he come beck he decided to bui 

cided to build about 300 yards farther west at what is 
itech orestnt the "¢ Ae 

ne “Conner Spring" his } i 

pring". In this house his son Michael Swope was 
borr the 2 f 
y of Sept., 1 trange i 
Atrange as it may Sppear that house has 


nee and dsdn a 


Splendid state of preservation 


me Yorn Aug . 
nm Aug. 11, 1751, end who was the grand 


on or taken captive P 
piive there by the Indisns in the year 


yt nine year rl 
yours, here is no doubt about 
te le chil 
ld 
orn South: 
An Southern W. Ve. if not in 
















oneal history 


pe 





Mhsre was sone years Bg° among the 
Khere was 8 girl baby born to some other settler that was the first white 
da bron in the new territory, but, if 50, end where she was born has 


en entirely lost. 








yillien Belcher 


qhe Soobeb=Irish 


ri¢r and its waters, I have gone 


In regard to the early settlers on the Greend: 


terest. 
Byer tho records that ‘I have notes. of with a great deal of in 


i brier 
The first record of @ pemanent settlement that I can find on the Greenbr: 


it ap- 
4s this: In a suit of Kincade vS- Cunningham in the Auguste circuit Court p 


peare that Chrietien Landers settled on a survey made on the Greenbrier in October 


1751, very soon after it was made Tansers mode what was called a “Tomahawk Improve= 


ment", that is, killed the trees etce, ea in 1753 John end Robert Fulton raised 
four acres of forn on the improvement. The place is about the Renick Seebleneny in 
Greenbrier, and is the same land on which Willies Renick lived and owned in 1802. 
‘Janes Burnside was living with the Fultons there in 1753 and was digging ginseng. 
In this suit there are some other depositions in regard to settlements on the 
Greenbrier the most interesting of which is one of Eve Johnston in which she tes~ 
tifies that she was living on the Greenbrier in 1753 within one mile of Christian 
Landers improvenent. The Landers improvement is what is know in the suit as the 
“spring Lick" tract, and wes surveyed for the Greenbrier eee on the 6th day 


of October, 1751. 


This was the dey after the survey at that is now Marlinton--October 5tk,-1851. 


This, however, was what is now Greenbrier County. Nearly as early, if not 
’ 


as early, people had settled permanently in whet is not Pocahontas Marlin and 


Sewell were at Mearlinton in 1749-50 but there is no record, so far as I know, of 


heir makin, ii 
t @ on improvement’, even a "Tomahawk improvement" then or elsewhere 
the Greenbrier. 


By 1760 ' r ; 
and very probably several years prior to that time, ther 
wore living in what 4s now Pocahontas county i : , 


a Naptholtim Gregory and family, (for 
p®--creek 48 named), WALL ree 
dam Warwick, And 
’ rew Stillingtan, Joh 
Warwick, William Wileon, Mowes Moore and others os 


: " 
: Moses Moore lived on Knopps 


end I believe the w 
arwicks and Stitlington lived aro 
Stitlington Creek wnd Door cree Seana 


Andrew Sti)) ay 


ington was b. j 
Orn about 1714, and in en answer of J b 
acob Warwick 





sina 






Stillington married his mother “when a young man". From what records I can get 
I think this wes about 1750-55. Certainly not later then the later date. Anyhow, 


n Augusta County parish Vestry Book page 332, an 


ws early a6 1761, May 20th, i - 
is bound to Andrew Stillington, and hie wife. I think he was 


Orphan, Mary Garvin, 
I am sure that he and the Warwicks were living on 


then living on the Greenbrier. 


the Greenbrier the next year, when on February 17th, 1762, at a County Court of 


Auguatea County, fhe following order was made: 


Ordered that the following orphans be pound out, William Meek to William Warwick; 


Mary Meek to Andrew Stillington; Margaret to James Walker; James Meek to William 
Wilson; Jane Meek to Moses Moore. : = 

And on March 16th, 1768; shortly before Andrew Stillington left the Greenbrier 
the following order was entered in Augusta County Order Book No. 11, Page 503. 
"Catherine Whitman boubt to Andrew Stillingt on; Jacob Whitman to Jacob Warwick; 
end Mathias Whitman to James Gregory." ; 

This Gregory I suppose was a son of Napthalum Gregory died here sometime about 
1762. On August 18th, 1762 his wife liary qualified as "Administratrix of her Ba 
ceased husbend Napthalum Gregory," and on the 24th the suit of N@. Gregory vs. 
Stephen Wilson was dismissed on account of pleintiff's death. 

On the next day, August 24th, we got our first county officer when “Archibald 
Cl» .dennin is appointed constable on the "Waters of i 
hea ae es Greenbrier.” But we lost 

© was killed by the band of Indians 


then on their way to the Kerrs Creek Massacre which occurred July 1’ 
uly 17. 


W. A. B.(?) 


Pocahontas Times 
Marlinton W.\Va. Warch 15, 1914 
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Shaper ascSeation 5, 


Tired of the monotony of the sheltered homes of the low 


lands, it was the custom of the early pioneers to take 4 
rifle, an axe, and an augur and walk westward. On arriving 
at a place where the mountains changed and the streams flow- 
ed toward the west, each pioneer set about looking over the 


Yast wooded domain for a place to make a home. Everything 





He wandered from stream to stream and 





was open to him. 





observed the character of the land, the kinds of trees, 


Presence of springs. Finding an ideal place, he marked 





Some trees nearest the springs and set to work to clear a 





field for a corn crop. after this, some corn was planted 
@nd he set to building a house of logs. With his axe ana 


his augur he built a one room house with clapboard roof with- 


out the use of a single nail or other iron, The floor was 


earth and there were no windows. A puncheon door swung on 
Wooden hinges and was Secured by a bar and a latch with a 


string. 


By the time the corn was reised and ready to leave 


fo ripen, the pioneer walkea back to the lowlands to get his 


femily @nd they trailed him pack with a cow or two 
, 


seldom a 
horse, 8nd started lire in their new home 





It woe under different circumstances ‘that 
i onme here from Froderiok Cc 


i766. = 


John 


Ounty, Virginia in the year 


io wae Oo ei onperne. nd 
© Of pugiliatio ¢ Mmpernent and x 
beé s16th on sntay nist, 





earing that 





fled rrom his home and became a 


Me fli ¢ 
Oned the treng of the Allogheonies 
and 
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o the wilderness, came in sight of the Levels. 


going deeper int 
fine 
He was 50 favorably impressed with the fertile lend, 
a to 
timber, and general outlook of 4 goodly place in which 
ween where the gate at 


ched his camp pet 
‘Matthew John MeNeel 
r venison, 
land, who prought him 


dwell, that he pit 
residence. 


the road now is and the 

One day while hunting fo 
natives of his home 
n he thought he had killed, had 


he met Charles 


- and Jacob Kinnison, 
the glad tidings that the ma: 


He invited the Kinnisons 


recovered and was in good health. 


a aided them in selecting a home site 


to share his camp an 
About this time John McNeel built 


adjoining his tract. 


himself a cabin near where the Matthew John McNeel residence 


mow stands and near a wonderful spring in that locality. 
Then these three men returned to the lower valley 
of Virginia. It was on this visit that John MeNeel married 
Mertha Davis who was born in Wales in 1740. Soon after their 
marriege, they came to the Little Levels to make their homée 
They brought with them a Welch Bible which was owned by the 
late Joseph B. MoNeel, son of Capt. WM. Lamb McNeel. This 
was the first Bible known to anyone to have been brought to 
the waters of the Greenbrier. 
John Mel 
ohn MecNeel was so deeply impressed with the sense 
of God's providential care that, in gratitude to Hi y 
m, He 
Built the White Pole church on the hill set rare tr 
Moliool comotory. ten 
He joined the ox 
pedition to Point P: 
leas 
easant Oct, 10, 


iM t 
EE pompes eratare home for a short time and tt 
ny form . 10n, 
od in Fredertok County Virginia @ onsets 
uring the 





Revolution. 





¢ tradition inrorms us that while John 


A patheti 
é hild was born and died, 


McNeel was at Point Pleasant, & © 


The mother with her own hands made the 


the child. 


pefore his Teturne 


coffin, dug the grave and buried 
About this same year, 1765, the figure of & tall, 


stalwart, proad-shouldered man could have been seen standing on 


top of a wild and rugged knoil, high above the North Fork Creek, 


a short distance east of the junction of North Fork and Deer 


Creek. He was probably alone except tor his long ritle which 


he leaned upon as he watched the glorious scenes that stretched 


vefore him. This lone pioneer was John Warwick. He was one 
of those daring men who, as the tide of emigration started 
westward, had left his tamily and friends and after many days of 
hunting and exploring, had reachea tie juuctiou oi North Fork 
and Deer Creek. 

The scene so impressed John Warwick that he concluded 
to build e home and found a settlement on the waters of Deer Creek, 


After cing ’ i 
taking a tomahawk right, which consisted of blazing a few 


trees n i 
ees and building a rude shack, he set out for.his home in East 


Virginie t 
iia, to tell his people of the magnificant country he had 


discovered, 
Immed oT i : 8 
lediately with his Sons, Andrew, John, Jr nd Wm 
? oy NMe 5 


he persuade Y ber % 
aded 4 large number of settlers to accompany hi 
mpany m to 





‘reek Valley. The o 

y The country through which they traveled 
Wild and impenetr, 

penetrable rorest; the axe of the pioneer had 


inded here y e 
ere and every mile of the way was be Ww 
set with 
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danger trom Indians. But the pioneers did not know the meanin 
of fear. The’ settlers moved in and the settlement began to er 
Now the Indians began to be troublesome so the settler 
decided to build a rort. The fort was planned by Andrew Warwi 
but built by the settlers. This fort was built in circular fo. 
and the roof was covered with sods and dirt to prevent fire fro 
the enemy. This fort was used as a home for many ‘of the settl 
who often lived tor weeks within its walls. For many years it 
mained a famous fort on the frontier, and withstood many Indian 
attacks. It was situated at the forks of North Fork and Deer 
Creek on an elevation of ground that commands a view of the 


surrounding country, now in the west end of the field of F. He 


Warwick. 
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t 
We, John 8. Blaine, & Clergyman, aera ea ot y 
P ahontas and Benjamin Tallman, residing in the teh ee 
to ey hereby certify, that we are well segue a eta 
Jenn Bradshaw who has subscribed and sworn to . ore at 
ae aration; that we believe him to be 72 years aes 3, oh 
he iareputed and believed where he resides, to ree 
& soldier of the Revolution, and that we concur in 
opinion. 


Sworn, and subscribed, the day and year aforesaid. 


JOHN S, BLAINE 
BENJAMIN TALLMAN. 


And the said Court do hereby declare their opinion 
after the investigation of the matter, and after putting 
the interrogatories prescribed by the War Department, that 
the above named applicant was a Revolutionary soldier, and 
served ag he states. And the Court further certifies that 
it appears to them that John S, Blaine, who has signed the 
preceeding certificate, ie a Clergyman, resident in the 
county of Pocahontas, and, that Benjamin Tallman, who has 
ae ened eel is a resident in the same County, 

a 6 & cre @ person, and tha 
Bikled-to coat. P , % their statement is en- 


10 
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Ot be Ate 
a é the final home 

b read the journey mace and th ne peNeed 
ware Gouvee Eee ace were cleared, end er eee a 

ee Poe ed with his own hands weanecde ea 

a i hi ‘ C 

: nnn ao hae Besetiors cere wo ee puLiaer of the Universe 

Babin in we lider to the worship of tk 
a py its bul 


the first 
te Pole Church and was, in all probability, e 
= z lor 
oye ce the Allegneny Mountains. 


|p reached. 
emembering hi 


yer erected a 
. ts war broke out and Mr. nie many 
‘ f 4 aired to Camp Union, i 

ght Kennisons, rep : eae 

See Taye to Point Pleasant, where they particip: 
accompanied Gener 


peence a child of 
1 1774. During their & : 
ay pee Ocoee ood es eprueted! a rude coffin, dug a narrow 


ae o f 
“Ses ee avn cance laid the infant away to rest. This was 
and with hi wm ha 


3 1 , tk mits of Little Levels District. 
zetioh pon eetered Seucee to remain. The struggle between f 
; ee Eee ene her American Colonies was rapidly verging to t 
poe Bee ee 2 once crossed the mountains and joined the patrio 
erisis, anc er ee served until they saw the thirteen feeble colonies 
eye 2 pee 2 ied nation of 1785. From these sturdy pioneers es 
Beene found to ay within Poeshontas County oon ae most ae 
or : Ns a K 2 
tants tize who bears the name, e and Kennison. s/e¢u= 
f Pie ot Clede feechirre Z Axk Integ tthe. , 
— PETER LIGHTNER. 4 


At length Dunmore 
with his neigh 








Peter Lightner was among the first settlers in what is now | 
Pocahontas County. He was a German-Dutchman and came from the eastern 
of the State. Hie<ipeate@iotineasmfreek. He located on Knapps ie 
, and was a great blessing to the country which he came to help 
Prior to his coming there were no mills nearer than Staunton, 

1ared miles through a trackless wilderness. 
411, so the people prepared their own corn 
maple. A large tree was felled, from which a 
en, which when placed on end was probably as Ke 
laced on end in front of the cabin, then 
and so managed that an inverted cone was 
e rred coals were taken and the "hominy block! #=mé 
A peck or more of shelled corn w. put in end | 
duced to coarse meal, from h bread was then b 

nity remedied all this. He & 
Pioneers had to come thirty 
task to provide bread. 
n y years 
‘tion of the | 
































k and alth 
ath upon the g 
4ce of the race still 

eee @ existed. Mr i 
Bratener, who in turn sol 








info 


inform the 


i211 to John 





Lightner sold this 
to Henry Harper 
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AND JOHN HARNESS; 


JOHN BRADSHAW 


reared his cabin 


County seat ,now 
netructed 


Bradshaw, who 


formerly the 


early pioneer was Jonn 
£ Bath County co! 


anrote re Huntersville, 


on the gite whe e = ee 

located the peor. 4 

: Eooe Stee springs, through the mountains, to his house. 

Bore ee public road ever opened within the present limits 
8 me + 5 ser 





vpontas County + 
enfare, & man named John Har- 

ountains for the 
headquarters at the 
tock in trade, which \ 
few pieces of 
the hunters, who 
ged for what 
6 Huntersville, 
of this 


this thorou 
anto these Mm 


He made his 
ened out his 8 
powder, lead, @ 
é be met by 
and exchan. 
mn & 
hom 


Sa” the o ening of 
1 enn ecose from Staunton 
acing with the settlers. 
, Bradshew, and here he OP! 
made up of salt, coffee, 
and other articles. pce ee si 
= oe aoe vee fact the place became know 

















needed. From A p 

ich at pas ever since revained. It was at the a 

aw that the farst County Gourt ever held for Pocahontas County 
pth Sra Lethe Larne 


ch Sth, 1822. e2—— 








a JACOB WARWICK. 


that portion of Bath County 
Jacob Warwick. He came from the 


One of the earliest settlers in 
first settlement was on Jackson 


included in Pocahontas County, was 


outheastermn part of Virginia, and his 
siver. He owned & great many slaves, and after he patented the lands 


sown as the Clover Dick Ferm, he came out and built a house, then 
several of his slaves to the land for the purpose of having them 
ng the number Was one known as "Old Ben} who in the 


rwick acted as foreman or & e 

















reral manag! 








t out 






y of stock was brougt and soon vast numbers of 
e were running at large 4n the forest. On one occasion 
out to the farm to see how the work was progressing 
during his stay, he and Ben rode some three miles up y 
t the cattle, which when done they started to return 
nate ceeded far when they were fired upon by a band of I a 
- But one ball took effect and that pierced the body of the 
Ce roa ee The horse fell to the ground but at 
ze eae ee two dashed away at full speed, and re 
but just as they xsigkssoapx reinead up the wou 
ck mounted another cate bel 
are ang zoe meat aste to Ja 
es and took r 2 in th 
til all danger was eepeed ne 
































“harley 
~ ae tas R 


Soose, 
Rice 


ond. 
Wheeler 


Bach 




















eae SAD at 
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Ch. 4 section 5~a~2 








From 1865 to 1910 there were no great waves of popul- 
ation growth. People from here continued to move west, and oth- 
A ers continued to come in. After lumber oporatiomsbegan, lumber~ 
ok from other states came here to work in the woods, but many 
of them moved on elsewhere when the lumber company movede The 
census for 1870 was 4,069, ana by 1900 had increased to 8,572. 
However, the growth had beén gradual and continual. 

We got a few foreigners after the coming of the rail- 
Toad, but most of them weree assimilated into the generel pop- 


ulation, because there vere no groups large enough to form 


much of a colony of their own. 
The freed Slaves slaves did not cause eny special dis-~ 


turbances, as most of the slaves in this county were of the beta 


ter class of negroes. 






they either stayed on as servants to their 
former masters or Settled near by. Sh6 o Ku Klux Kian 
——es no iu Klux Klan 






gation in the county after the 









D w 
There was ong band of negroes from Bath county Va, who 





t lnnd in Pocahontas 4round 1870, ana formed the little 






egro Bettlemont of Brownsburg, about 5 






miles from Marlinton, 
who cane wore: 





Jamon Wi, Jackson, 


9 Harry MeDowe1l, 
on, “illiom “t1uon, 


Nathan Wheeler, 






Nathan 
Benjamin Trust, Rice 






» Howard T1bb9 f. 






Charlog Soost, ond~ 






on. Wheeler, Each 









oe? 2). Basen 








they petitioned the county 


of them brought his family. In 1878, 


for a school, and it was granted. Later there came to this 


community, James Wilson, William Kenny, Joe Fox, George Wash— 
ington, Max Boggs,end Joe Wilson. 

This colored community, at the present time, has a good 
school, @ church, electric lights, and very good country roads. 
They have always been peaceable and upright citizens of the 
county. 


Calvin Price helped me with 


this material. 





— ee s fh 
= pilley Cfreche Ny ore. 





Juanita 3. 











Dlover Lick, W» Va 
Chapter 4 - Part be 3 - Slaves 
— i 
1826. 
te of David Hannah Oct+ 5; 
3. In the inventory and appraisment of the estate ; 
; 4 
3 black boy Charles = = ~~~ > $0008 
Sew ow) Janes = a : . 
Tas. ” Bob = - = - ==> 7 400.00 
Rabe her Dick <i 420-00 
Ro girly Sell Ss or a 300.00 
Appraianent of estate of Tyrus Perkins ~ Ass 28, 1830 
) black girl ‘Nancy - ----~ 7 $300.00-— : NG 
7)". doy James -- => 7 300-00 
iigie unt" .>) James) = — SSS 150.00 (Son of Nancy), 
. 3. Estete of John Sherp - Oct. 25, 1830. 

1 negro woman Nancy - - - = -- - $163.00 

f Rr Wy boy Ned, =icieios aaah 225.00 
fee) tS SGoorges= ieee 140.00 
10." . | Reuben ----- = - 88.00 
ee SP. = Tames =) ae 63.00 


Instead of being sold the sleves of John Sharp were hired out. -Nancy and per two 


es and Heuden hired for one year by Thomas Galford for $11.00. . George 





hired for one yeer by Jemes Sharp for 50 cents end Ned hired for one year by Sareh 











| > Bepaior property of Robert Beale Feb. 19, 1833 Mary Beale bought 
| 1 irl, Julia - - - -—- - = 756-00 
SB. In the will of J 1 Wooddell: 



























Bi roman Liz. I ellow to be appraised and one of my four daughters to 
teke her nt the appraised value. 
‘ 
My nog 1 ‘ler 
: rles to be maintained by son, James, 
Ge Appreiocs f Andrew M, Ge ; 
: oe * M, Gatewood who had willed all of his slaves 
. 1 nie ar 
\ a. e _ $400.00 
ae 00 
\ Beds 0° +00 
ee 180.00 
Pile) es 150.00 
Pas. wom 30.00 
a . - 0 
a e 4 teniee 









Chapter 5 - Section 3 
— 


he Rev. John Waugh was a son of the pioneer Samuel 
The Rev. Waugh 


Waugh He was a skillful worker in metals. His spec- 
Waugh. He W 
jalty seemed to be the manufacture of hoes, one or the nost 


i vith ma it 
usetul implements jn his time, when, Wi th many persons, 


was the main reliance in cultivating & crop and working & 


garden. He also excelled in tempering axes — another im- 


plement of precious value and essential use in preparing 


the land for cultivation. 





VJeremiah Friel was the son of Daniel O'Friel, a na- 


e of Ireland, who came to Augusta County with the Lewises 








1740, Jeremiah #riel's first home was on Carrich Ridge 





he moved @ little later onto the Greenbrier Hiver. He 





nine children - four sons and five daughters,- He and 








ons were noted reapers. In that day there was cooperative 





Squire Robert Gay's wheat was usually the first 





inning there, all hands from James Bridger's 


town would come hallowing and singing, waving their sickles, 





© se@ who could cut the first sheaf and make the best 











ion from field to field up the river the harvest- 
‘ “ 4 s until Bridger's harve was reaped; then 
hax , and Josiah Brown's and sometimes to 
o's at roy. Then the ciokle olub would dis- 
eat hilarity for their 


respective homes. 







POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
-2- 
Late one evening at Friel's the harvesters guit with- 


out shocking UP all that had been eut and bound. Jeremiah 


Priel observed, n Boys, it is 5° jate and you 6re so tired, 


I believe we will let these sheaves rest +ill morning" + But 


per, he noticed it lightning ominously in the west 


after supp 
and north. He roused up all hands out of their beds, provided 


torches and away they went and finished up the shocking : 





Before day it was raining torrentse 





was a jovial companion for his sons and encouraged t 





them from infancy in the favorite pastimes of the period, 





+ races, wrestling and boxing. & favorite amusement, 





ining and boys had to stay in doors, was & 





ing called " weighing bacon". 4 loop was fixed 





a@ rope or trace chain, the other end was thrown 





or joist. The feet were placed in the loop, and 





end with the hands, they would swing. 





nice balancing to swing, although it 


very easy one who had never tried it. we would not 





out providing a big pile of straw 





rica, his name we 





as 


is children called themselves Friels. 












POCAHONTAS couNTY 
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suger making They would work several hundred trees in @ 
gear 0 


On the southern exposure an early camp would be 





then move to another less exposed, then move into 
the north end close the season theres The mother and chil- 
aren would carry the sap for miles in pails supported by 
straps from their shoulders and much of the sap was carried up 


hill. In making arrangements for evaporating the sap, 4&n 


mse tree ‘would be felled and the kettles supported against 





it, and then the fires kindled. It was no uncommon thing to 


kettles boiling at the same time. 





see fifteen or twenty 14 


The output would amount to hundreds of pounds. The 





generally stirred until it pulverized, and much of 





fine as brown-or coffescsugar. 


od deal of the sugar wes taken to Lewisburg and ex- 





e kettles. Mr. Flemmens could pack three 





ttles on one horse. On those excursions to the 








nd very frequently at other times, John Flemmens 





2s, driving the foremost, riding the middle one 


end lesding the third. In this menner, he could traverse the 


, t that day a common means of communication 


nyse who married Nancy Burgess and settled at 





eng, the first blacksam 





in the Little 





POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


=4- 





Nathan Burgess, son of John Burgess, Jr. who married 


Martha Kinnison, daughter of Charles Kinnison the pioneer, 


settled in the Little Levels. He was & skillful gunsmith. 
Late in the sth century and early in the 19th, many of the 
older hunters were supplied by him with rifles. Some of the 
rifles were used by riflemen in the military service. One 
of the best specimens of his workmanship was made for the 
liste Willian jicNeil of Buckeyes When last heard of it was 
the property of the late James Moore. It was reputed to be 
one of the most accurate in aim and far reaching of mountain > 
rifles ever in this country. 

i 


je John Burgess, @nother son of John Burgess, Jre, Who 
















in 1778, lived near Mill Point. He was a carpenter 
pation. He did the carpentry work on the dwelling 


occupied for many years by the late George VW. Poage, the 





ns of weich are still to be seen. The Jordan barn near 


one of his many jobs and still stands in & good 





rvation. For a long series of years, he made 


coffins needed in lower Pocahontas. 


eniel Ker oo ‘ 
r located soon efter the Revolutionary ‘ar 


of the immense estate now owned by the 


He established a mill, saw mill and 


shop on Li + 3 
on Little Seok Creek, o branch of Jeer Creak. 


ae 


J «” Pe eee 


pocAHONTAS COUNTY 
=5- 


x of industry for & wide region. 


jace became & cente 


» anes SE ert 


Thomas McNeil who came to 


e and settled at the 


Ris Pp 


Jonathan MoNeil, son of 


Swago about 1770, married Phoebe Moor 
swago mill, now on jand belonging to G. W. and J. He MeClintic. 
He appears to have been an enterprising persone Milling, 
powder making were carried on 


weaving, fulling cloth and 


under his superviston. 
Gabriel, another son of the pioneer Thomas, settled 
Swago and later moved to Ohio. He was a civil engineer, 


physician and preacher and not 


at 
machinist, botanist, farmer, 


a quack in any one, said a writer in a Jackson County paper 


who had been on a visit.to the neighborhood where Dr. McNeil 
= = 


lived. 





Henry Harper settled on Anapps Creek about 1812. By 
patient and perisitent effort land was cleared and & home was 
puilt. 


| At his suggestion, William Civey, of Anthonys Creek, 











sunk # ten yard. ‘Then Mr. Harper established a blacksmith 
shop end built the first tilt hammer in this region, This 
shop 8 carried on under his own personal supervision. 

felph ‘enless, George Hevoner of Pendleton, the late Anthony 
Lightner of Onago and others learned the trade with him and 
mere 61) good blnokemitha, Mr. Harper also built a frlouring 


mill, *hich wes operat 
® Operated by himself and son Samuel chiefly 
. 


aa 
a 
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s and millers an 
as built by William Civey, S° 


da alternated in 
Father and son were smith 


qhe tannery shop W 


son of George Civey who puilt the grist mill. 


ine built the saw 
and shoDe The residence near the road 


worke 
their Robert Irvine 


@ John Irv mill and the same parties put 
an 


up the tilt hammer 
was built by John Irvine ani Chesley K. Moore erected the 
dwelling beyond the creek. 

The mill stones first used in the Harper mill were 
made by Adem Sharatt, near Friel's on the Greenbrier River. 
This person lived at the Sharatt place, tnree or four miles 
up the Greenbrier River from “arlinton, where he had & mill. 


The first burrs were bought at John Bradshaw's sale, near 
as 


= __ ae 
Huntersville. The Harper mill succeeded the Poage miil, own- 


= 
= 


> The rocks used by that mill are now 





ed by Peter Lightner. 





on Cummings Creek, near Huntersville, taken there by Price 
McComb, and must be the oldest or among the oldest in the 


county - of their dimensions. 





Michael Daugherty, who settled on Knapps Creek about 


1770, is believed to have built the first tub mill, pro- 
> 


pelled by water power, anywhere in this whole region. The 


Bite i 
was on Mil] Run, near Sunset. This mill seems to have 


been patron , 
a patronized by #11 seotions of upper Pocahontas, and 


hee th mt 
© reputation of being one of the best of its kind 
. 
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Ralph Wanless was the son of William Wanless and the 
They settled in the " Hillsr 


&randson of Kalph "anless, Sr. 
All 


five miles north of Huntersville. He had four sons. 


ere industrious and skillful workers 


the Wanless brothers w 
who seemed to have been 


in 





iron, acquired from their father, 


genius in that line of industry, so useful to the people 


Wanless and his sons wrought 


2iOneer times, When Ralph 


they caused the forests to ring with their 





St the anvil, 


hers and sledges, their business was of essen- 





their time most of the implements used 








rz nee, In 
i ring lands, cultivating the ground, and building houses 
re de at home, In pioneer shops and for years Subsequent- 


» hoes, shovel plows, bulltongues, coulters, 








hoes, mattocks, broaq exes, frows, srubbing 


S, kettle bales, log chains, double 





vr hinges ang latches, and many other 





ahontas County by 
- T. Prioe. 



















: Yous t esters Gooner a 4 doz in 
Killa vor eos prosh acer 


Me FT < 
(jee cor jeted Gone 
Fee ct te ee w 


ng, jancy WA WICK GATENIQOD BORE, farrtt di foe Af 
and Her Descendants ( 7 


Qa net ornate: i 


married 


















































Warwick's family was first 
stevrood, Son of William Gatewood oF Mountain Grove- 





marriage, Jane Warwick, already ments oned, was 





; a previous 





the second wife of Willian Gatewood - 
was at Warlin's Bottom (now }larlinton), Poca- 
child of her first 


Gatewood was the only 
erest in the Marlin's 


Andrew 






ytas County 
Upon relinquishing all int 





11 property near Dunmore. 





he received the Glade 


+4 Washington College, he was regarded 4s 





Willian C. Preston of South Carolina 







in their academic rivalry. Ee 


A son and daughter survived him,--Charles 


vber became the first wife of John W. 








late lirs. Sally Ligon, wife or 
She was the mother of eight 
lirs. C. P. Dorr, irs. Fe Te 


lirs. Annette Coyner, the late 


losa Arbuckle, Mrs. Mabel 








gon were her 





©, irs, Nano; rte’ i 
noy Gatewood became 


daughters and one 


son 





died one morning just at the davming. Teeling 





she requested Jennie Johnson (who aftervard 





Jennie Lamb) to sing her favorite hym: 





+reveler unimown". 


"Gome 0 thou 


cer Rachel Cameron was married 









rst Clerk of Pocahontas 





was the 


seventy years of age, 





when ov 


ng was said 





a to single 
ons and three daughters. 


His wife Mary was 








and the 





Sons were Charles Woods, 


te 





» Who were Confedera 
ifedera 








wrs. Richard Callis Mrs. 
4 of five daughters + Mrs. Richard © llison, + 

the paren? z 

. 5 + -s, Rac Sr} 2 

4 ludington, -lirs. Lucy Hill, Mrs. Rachel Sheets and 

Margaret © 5 


iiss Namie Beard. 


m, and Mary Beard had wo sons. Edgar Beard 


eel and Mathew Lee Beard who married 








ard had five sons and three daughters. 





Moffett 


Beard who married Bessie Dysard of Clover 





Jacob Beard married Blanche Harper, near Hillsboro. 


Cameron Beard 





only daughter of Thomas Callison, 





Harry Beard was drovmed in Locust 








clieel of Hillsboro, Vest 








son, West Virginia. 











Jo . was ce married. To the first wife who was 
2 up, he bhr sor The _second Ww was 
. d one son, George, and four daughters-—- 





yington State, 





Nlec lMelleel of 














~h= 





and, near 


o lives in eo 
One daughter 


Hmmett Beard vin 


years abo} 
at Culpepper> 


Baltimore and Plummer lives 
ge of six years. 


who died at thea 
Beard's daughters » =-rSs 
x of bewisburé> 


and the late Cameron 


several virginia; 


Elia, Avon Clark had two 


Josiah 
of Greenbrier 


Gaughters, jirs. Thomas sydenstricke: 
County and irs. anarew Price of Hinton, 
Virginia. 


lirs, George licWeel had three dav 


Dunlap of Ponca City, 
of Ponca City. (One son died when 


Clark of Culpepper» 
ughters and two sons. ‘The 
Oklahoma; Tiss Rachel 


late lirs. Mary 





Teel and Miss ‘Anna licileel, 





a small boy. The other son aul lives near Vonea City. 
lirs. Margaret Livesay had no children. 
Mrs. Poage's second daughter Mary Vance, married Robert 


Beale of Botetourt County, Virginia and lived on Elk, Pocahontas 


ere he died leaving one child, llargaret Elizabeth, 





County, ¥ 
who married Dr. George B. Moffett, one of the first graduates in 


medicine that ever resided in Pocahontas. One of their sons-- 





enePoit. 34 ; 5 
Moffett, lived in lew York City and became a member of the 





Standard 4 Jor hi . 
Standard 011 Company which made him a wealthy man. Robert 


Moffett, +} 
Moffett, +1 





other s in New rc i 
1 on, died in New York. ‘Their only daughter, 


Very Winters, died whe 
Lax ers, died when about the age of six years 
y yea . 





Second marriage, lirs. Beale became the wife of 


Henzy %. ! 





bi the seg } an 
» the second Clerk of Pocal tas © ty 
C sahontas County 
excellent mar r 
+ man. Their only son was ¢ ie) 
y 8on was George Henry Moffett, a 
? 


ocahontar ir, OxX-c 
vtas bar, ox-speaker of the West Virginia 
5. 





ni a Journ: r \¢ rer 
nd wlist dn xtland, Oregon, 


rs, Henry } 


Offett's dz 1 ve was 
t's daughters a) ary Evelina vo 
2 








eaerate officer 





married to Colonel William P- Thompson, > Cont 
dence was in Wew York and prominent in the management 





e res 





ard O11 Company 


of the Standa 





ghter Rachel became the wife of Dre 





youngest dau, 


mey of Lewisburg Sally Gatewood, another daughter, 





der iicChesney of Charleston, Vest 





wife of Dre AL 










whose daughter lary Winters pecame the 





+erian Minister. 





m, a well jmorm Presb 


the third daughter of Mirs. Nancy Warwick Poage was 





A. Price of Botetourt County, Virginia and 





ur of their sons were in the Con- 











John Calvin, Josiah 1} cods and 





at Marlin's Bottom and taken 








wounded in the same skirmish 
mish, 
wavds rescued by friends. His 








netion at 








lieutenant in Capt: 




























\icCLure and re- 
pase 





Samuel pavis Price married Carolina 
Sam 5 

, pat Hi 2 
aed on Jackson's River where his widow and children 
side 


+o Andrew 


live. 
now deceased, was married 


Mary Margaret price, 


niin of whom was pure. 
Their home was near Lewisburg, 


is a Presby- 


yased the land pn which the town 





Vest 


@heir eldest son Dr. Henry W. MeLaughlin 





liinister, and is Secretary of Country Church and Sunday 


‘ee and Edgar are their other sons. Anna, 





School Extension. 


a and Grace are their daughters. 





aret,: inl 





liliam 17. Price, the eldest son of J. A. 





Concerni: 


Price, the following is taken from Herringshaw's 





merican Biography: 





clergyman, and author was born July 





nton, West Virginia. He was prepared for 








illsboro Academy and graduated in 1854 from 





Jaze. NOW ema cit 
lege, now called the Washington and Lee University, 


the first honor graduate in 1858. ° He 





studies at Union Seminary and was 


ea the same year to prea oe) ‘ 
© preach. His time has been devoted 





srian Church for for 





years; twelve 


try in Bath and Highland Counties: six 






>ok 


ingham County 





ni { w Dre James 
Vv {nia were married in 1865 . ‘heir children are 
irs: ? 


vara Prices 
price, Calvin V. 


v Re 
Anarew Price, susie A. Price, He Dey Dts Norman 


prite, Eaitor of the Pocahontas Times and 


N aware E v ie 
publisher who married Mabel Lockridge HMilligan; Anna 4rgini 
ae! ? 


i re Bank real estate and 
price, who married Frank R. Hunter, Banker, 


insurance pusinesse 
Dr. James Price  Hoxried Zura Sharp only child and 


daughter of William Sherp and Julia Moore Sharp, of harey » 
vocahontas County. lirs. Price died several years ago. 

Andrew Price, author, publisher and lecturer, State 
President of the West Virginia Historical Association, married 
Grace Clark, teacher and musician of note. Dr. Norman Hoe 
married Miss Jean Kinsey. 

Dr. Susan Price, noted physician end writer, of Wil- 
lismsburg, Virginia, has never married. 

Elizabeth Woods Poage, the fourth daughter, became the 
wife of Joel liathews of Selma, Alabama. Colonel Mathews was 
an extensive planter and ommed several hundred slaves. He 
tendered a colored regiment to the Confederate Congress, but 


the government would not receive them as soldiers and put them 


to work on fortifications. 


Colonel William Woods Poage married Julia Callison of 


yocust and lived avhile at Marlin's Bottom. 


His later years: 


Were passed near Clover Lick. He served nany years as @ member 
of the court. ‘Two of his sons, Henry lioffett and William 
Anthony were slain in the ‘ar, Henxy Moffett was a cavalry 
etticer ani vmo recklessly daring. Mrs, Sally W. Beery of 





-b- 





Virginia is his only surviving child. Willian 


Yount Clinton, 
: o less brave and lost his life near Middletown, 


Anthony was ni 
virginia, while on a scout. 

Te surviving sons of Colonel Poage, John Robert and 
if 


Quincy Woods are prosperous farmers on vhe erand old homestead 
uincy W 

ear Clover tick. ‘These prothers married sisters; daughters 
of Jacob Sharp whose mother was the intimate friend of Mrs. 


vance Warwick, long years ago. 





Tradition preserves some incidents that illustrate Major 





ck's personal traits. He was once at a house raising near 


Clover Lick. A young man made himself conspicuous, boasting 





Ffleetness of foot. The Major took one of his young 





and told him if he would beat that youngster at 


oot race he would make him a present. The race came off 





li. Warvwiek 





ted and told him to come over to the lick as soon 





at was there for him. When he did so, 





one of his fine colts. 


1at youth became a.distinguished Methodist Preacher-- 








a h. He traveled in West Virginia, Ohio 
ri and finally went over land to California, where 
c ed in 1699 at the advanced age of 95 During the 
t « the itineracy, he used horses that were the 





presented to him by Major 





treek, in Bath 


and Colonel J 





1 Baxter. 








about the only serious aifficulty he ever had with 


aides 


tual 


Tis was 
anyone) put the affair was nonorably settled by ™ 
eriends. _ In person, Jacob Warwick was tall, stoop shouldered E 





irs. Mary Ve Warwick was @ person of highly refined 
Yhen there was preaching at her house all present 
ited to stay for dinner. After the decease of his 





ris time was spent at the home of Major Charles 


she breakfast table. This occurred 


ing his eighty third year. 


He died at 


Damerone 


1826, when he was near’ 


? 
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Glover Lick 
j oer y sent in 





rt is @ continustion of the fir \ 
information Calvin Price to \ 
1 the ‘0. : 


f these names sre the 


This repo: 
put have gotten Mre 


+ thet time fave al 
product of his : 
} 
j 


not 8’ 
4 
| help me with it. Therefore the most ©: 
I went to history for the reasons of the migration, 


put talked it over 


\ help. 


with hime 


REASONS FOR MIGRATION AND CHARACTERISTICS 


OF FIRST SETTLERS OF POCAHONTAS 
Other nemes to pe found in Pocahontss that belonged to this Scotch-Irish 


migration end ho are not members of the first families (already named in 


other report) are Gillispie, Cochran, Hogsett, Kerr, Lockridge, Drinnin, 
NcCollem, McCoy, Slaven, Hannah, Hill, Kincaid, Irvine, McElwee, Wallace, Curry, 


Hamilton, Sherp, end McCutcheon. 
Then there was Renick, Clerk, Gibson, Johnson, Galford, Buckley, 

Kinnison, Adkison, Barlow, Gatewood, Jacksons Wooddell, Hull, Cooper, Duffield, 

Auldridge, Duncan, Beale, and Sutton that indicete English origin and Price, 
| Pritchard, Rucknan, and Poage that denote Welch. Though the Poages had gone to 
p northern Scotlend years before and migrated to Anerica from there, Williem 
} Poage and his ten children were able to pay their passege to America and for 
this resson belonged to the gentry. 


Then Kee, Doyle, Kelley, Lourey, and Cloonan are Irish, but Mr. Price says 
#11 of these people came to America i 
o America in hee Scotch-Irish migretion and as he 


laughingly expresses it, "There is no migration in the history of the world to 
I 4 vor’ 


compare to the Scotch. R 
pare he otch-Irish migration unless it be that of the children of 


Tereel to the land of Canaan," 


These Scotch-Ir wore & people who wer: ways ready to move farther on 
sootch=Irish € ly 
people who were always read ni f 


and were therefore 
refore excellent frontieranen. 
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4s interesting to note that for oenturies the British Isles had 
it 1 \ 


‘ 
n over-run and conquered by the Normans, Franks and Romans, but each time 


dee : 
alive : i 
ere able to reestablish their self-government and to keep . 
they ¥ 


emoors! b the idea to America. Th s h that = 
ey and to bring th erica. This is proof enous : 
demo y 


ooracy 08 dw endure. About the same time that the Sootc trish 
n and will i hat the Scotch 
o y 


dem 


ere CO} t, erica by the thousands Germans and French Huguenots were #150 Vi 
were coming to Am usends, German i t 1 


The 
s to French Protestants 
moving into the regions The term Huguenot refer: 


name Euguenot coming from King Hugo at whose house they met. They were after : 
i i osed by the leaders of the a 
a time able to form & political party which was opp ry s75 


Catholic Party. Therefore, the contest between these people became as much & 


political as « religious strife, and resulted in 4 series of religious civil 





wars. The Huguenots were forced to refugee to Germany end settle slong the 
Among these Huguenots were found such names es Maupin, Ligon, Devers 
Tacy, Busserd, and Dilley, (Dilles in Frence). While they were in Germany they 
hed intermerried with the Germans and were, therefore, not pure French when they 
came to America but they still possessed many of the characteristics of their 


As e general rule, they had been workers in shops and manu- 


fectures, s0 naturally they turned to blacksmithing, furniture making, tailoring | 


and sof 





‘th as @ means of earning a living here, and so these trades were 





4 es a very important part of the occupation of the early settlers. 


Beceute of wars and t 


yrennical government in Germany, and beceuse the Virginia 





ies made such liberal offers, the Huguenots along with many 


ercant cane to Amerion 





+ ; 
settled on the frontier, Among these Germans who came 
te Pocshontas are to be for 


nd such names as Lightner, Harper, Yeager, Arbogast, 
Berolé, Burr, Biple, Sheets, Cacebo 
: sebolt, Shrader, Burner, Sydenstricker, Varner, 
Hevener, Ceckley, Gums, Overholt and Shinaberry, 
eee © Wore the kind whe ‘ 
k who liked to settle down and remain in one 
plese, therer were not 
‘ , hee frontiers 
r rontiermmen, but were good for es- 
sebhiebing pernane 





“hey were rather inolined to take life as 
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a sort of come ea8Ys go easy existence, but after they inter- : 
4% cames 
married with the other nationalities they made good citizens. They were 


mostly tillers of the soile 


a : 
we 
Most of the people of Pocahontas are descendant of Indented Servants. Those 


who sold themselves into servitude for from two to six years for a passage to 


America. But thie was nothing against these people for it proved that they 


were very desirous to better their conditions and were willing to work to 
' 


attain their desires. Whether one belonged to the gentry or the commoners 


depended upon his ability to pay or not to pay his passage. 
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Joel and Rebecca 





jashington Hill, sony ° 





Hill, natives of Pocahontas County, is a grand-son 





the earliest settlers of this county, whose name 


of one of 


hrough 





ichard Hill. His ancestral blood courses ¥. 








f many worthycitizens. 


to this region from North Caroline soon after the close 





He was one of the more distin, 





levels District, 

















and David 





anthony, B. I. porn duly 30th, 1883, 





11 were James Frmklin Vatts 





The parents of lirs. 


ig Levels, Greenbrier County, December 17th, 1824 





same county Decemoer 17th, 1881. Rachel 





born in Greenorier County January 1830 


was 





n the same county in March 1562. 





Richard W. Hills's children are among the prominent 


West Virginia, Florida and the State of Washing- 








Pocahontas County's beloved citizen--the 





1ond 1 








ee ire county. He 
as Po as County's x bri x 
or 





ph Macon College. He was 


ninent citizen of Poca- 





ospitality 








S spent serving in some o 





death he 
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Jacob Marlin and Stephen Sewall- 


The first persons of English or Scotch-+rish antecedents to spend a 
in what is now Pocahontas County,were Marlin and Sewall. This was the \ 

er 

ter of 1750-51. Their camp was in the delta formed by Marlin Run and 4 


ough or drain near the east bank of Knapp's Creek. 


In the course of time-having agreed to disagree- they separated and were 


found living apart, by Colonel Andrew Lewis,warlin in the cabin and Sewall Dor 
in a hollow tree- Upon expressing his surprise at this way of living apart,, 121, 
distant from the habitation of other human beings ,Sewall told him they dif- pr) 
fered in sentiments and since the separation there was more tranquility, or 
a better understanding ,for now they were upon speaking terms,and upon each 2 
morning"it was good morning, Mr. Marlin, and 'Good morning,Mr. Sewalli? " 

"Under the new arrangement ,Sewall crossed the slough, and instead of 
puilding another cabin, went into a hollow sycamore tree on the west margin 

tn 


of the slough,quite near where the poard walk now crosses,and about in line 
with a walnut tree now standing onthe east bank of the drain and the court | 
house... ; 
"These persons differed,Sewall told Colonel Lewis, about their"relagian! 
There is a traditional hint that "immersion" was the theme of contention. 
But it is more than probable that one was a conformist and the other a non- | 
conformist to the thirty-nine articles of the English rubric. This is known 
to have been a very live question in those times, both before and after. 
This nev arrangement did not last long,and Sewall in search of less mo- 


Jestation about his religion,withdrew about eight miles to « | 
2 wave at 





eee, p. ve: 2 7 wi es farther on to | 
Be Run,near Marvin. hence he went forty mil r 
c a s t 
ii Creek,west Greenbrier,and was found and Slain by th Ss 
sle by: e a 
a Indians." 
"Historical Sketches of c st V. 
i ketches of Pocahontas Sounty ,W 
a : nty,; West Virginia 
: Vil11am T.Price, 
Priee-1901, 08 


pp-~105-106, 


fhe, 
“een 





porvenns 


Section 3- Part & 
—— 


om #rederick county, 


ear 1749 8 meu rr 


In the autumn of the y 
a uway into the wil- 


mental strain, wandaere 


laboring under some 
own as the Greenbrier country, 


@erness of what was at verwards kn 
revurn 

and although he was supposed to pe a lunatic, on his rev 

he relatea to his friends wuar ee Bee vasived & country where 


the rivers Tlowed away to the west, 4@ contrary direction to 





those of the valley- 


This story induced two pold adventurers named Jacob Marlin 
end Stephen Sewell to journey to the west for the purpose or 


whether or not this was true. They traveled on for 





crossed the Allegheny range and followed the 


course of a mountain stream through the pass which separates 





Mountains on the south from the Brown range on the 


th end on down that stream to the mouth of Knapps Creek 





flows into Greenbrier River, now in Pocahontas County-- 





n to stand on the banks of the Greenbrier 





pressed with the romantic scene tt 





t 


e it their future home. So they erected 


tlement in the Greenbrier Country 


ected, they disagreed. Nobne 


y quarrelfed apout, vv 





1t tradition ha 





+ 
Metta 

















ae 
cest in 1751 as agents and surveyors of the creenvrier 


ye 
e here for long, put moved fifty miles 


yell aid not liv 
gown the river to what is n0W known 48 stephen Hole Rumy 
ame & viotim of the Indians: 
Nerlin is said to nave yeturned to the east- However, 
Sewell 


ks of the country+ 


pon the landmar 
and Marlin in 


mn bear his name, 
in Pocahontas County- 


lert their names U: 


the streams and mountains whic. 


afterwards called Marlinton, 


rlins Botton, 
Mhese men came and went and it was as if they hed not been here, 
nent settlement was made 


is came and found them , land was so 





that a settler could take public land and lay it oLt 


e desired. At Marlins Bottom there were six or 





; acres of land formed py Greenbrier River and the 





ter the river at thie point. Andrew Lewis had 





as Jacob Marlin and Stephen Sewell were the 


aS 





5t bother to take title to the land they had 








type 
lived 
6% Lewis took first ot 
< first choice and surve 
8 eyed a ary 
eouts acres ExAte i boundary 
d went away to let it 
4 ripen into 
e E r : nt. 
ed and the families th 
8 \ oame Ss 
“3 e: we at oame silently 
ey made their home: 
B 1eiy homesteads on Stony Creek 
ené Price t t k a 
ie the 460 sore | 
sore Lewia Survey. 
’ ey tt t 
wh or Merlinton is 








-3- 


° ini 
+, on the oldest and pest title in West Virgin Ge 
1%, 0 


fs ed two 
In the making of this survey, andrew Lewis mark 


D1. hese 
trees as 8 corner, On the sixth day of Uctober 752 r 
re 


in W i is 
oaks are the oldest corner trees in West Virginia and, it 


i there 
believed in the Mississippl valley. So far as we know h 
ere no other corner trees standing in any of the surveys made 


by Lewis at that time. 


These trees were named the King George Oaks several years 


ago, This name never became popular, SO they were then 


called the "Charter Oaks". This name has been forgotten too, 


and the trees go by the name of "Corner Uaks". 


4& good deal of work has been done to preserve these 


trees but with little success. At the present time, only 


stumps of them are standing. They are located in the town 


of Marlinton, at the Rexrode Garage. 





Section 3 





f firs on knapps 
Moses Moore was one OL the first settlers pp 


q 7 g Th W 
creek more then one hundred and forty years age There was 





dian Trail or nyalley Draft", as it was once called 





1 old I 


+ which the savages traveled when on their missions of blood 





to the settlements on Jackson's River and in the Shenandoah 





This trail jed near by where Moses Moore lived, 


on land afterwards owned by his grandson Andrew Moore. 





have been expected, it was not long pefore Moses 








was carried into captivity, put at last he made his 






a returned to his home. Twice more the savages 


a prisoner to their towns on the Scioto. After 





turn the last time, he purchased all the lands lying 





rom the Dever place to the Herold place. 





uded several thousand acres, and as the records 





i 4 char . t + 
e in exchange two steel traps and two 








tupied the cabin homes in the county 


of the nir 





steenth century, the following 





bering about one hundred- fifty-—thr 
y-three, 


it is nearly all. 














nis wife 7 children 


Felix Grimes, 








samuel Waugh, r " 13 " 
James Waugh, 1 " 12 
saron Moore, " " 9 " 
William Moore, n " 5 * 
Robert Moore, " " 6 ne 
Timothy McCarty, " " 6 A 
Robert Gay, " ” 6 . 
Jeremiah Fr iel, " " 9 a 
Jacobd Warwick, w " 6 * 
Andrew Gwin, ” ” 2 7 
Sampson Mathews, a re 3 sons 
Josiah Brown, " " 6 4 
nn Sharp, " > E " 
William Sharp, — " it . 
Fitliea poagey = Q 4 ” 
no 5 " 
pe 6 : 
g 

9: ae Go. 

an 
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n from: Hardes i 
Hardesty's Encyclopedia. ; 
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cherscter. 











out of a forest noted i 





sugar maple and 


sus 









of Beaver Creek 








was Anne 


2 home on Cumming's Creek, 














ality. Waney Sharp 





Mir. Civey of the 
rder and lived in the same neighborhood - Ann 





+o Levi Cackley Junior. Rachel Sharp became 






ay and lived on Beaver Creek (at Beaver Creek WV 





Jliams 





Elk; Sam Gay on 





B. Gay upp 





Tucinda Sharp was married 


jed Susan, 2 





the West. Andrew 














£ svort, but 
f punting at the proper season, not only for sport, buy 





business, for the proceeds were useful in trad- 


He had 2~ 


ter of 








family supplies for the comfort of his home. 











ming home late one 





al adventure s. As he was ret 





a panther just in front of him,in some 


shot it. Another jumped on the back 





ally succeeded in stabbing it with his 





Killing it, after a desperate battle. 





and rode fast to r 





h-honme, fearin, 
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Chapter 5 





Every pioneer family gathered enough herbs through the 


Summer and fall months to last theoughout the year. These were 
hung to the rafters of the kitchen to dry, then were used to make 


teas to, use for illness. Some of these herbs such as sage, rue 


énd thyme were raised in their herb gardens. Many others such as 

cetnip, horehound, fennel, privey, slippery elm and many others | 
grew in profusion in most sections of the county, and all the pio- 

meer women had to do wes to gather and dry them. ‘the very first 

Goetors were these herb doctors, though most familys depended 

upon the mother knowing hoy how to diagnose the case and to know which 

tea to BING: for that pam igrular ailment. In almost every neighbor 


hood there “wes at least ove woman whole “tte more &killeq = ar 


the knowledge of caring for the Sick, aiding in child birth and. / 


im accident, who was called in if the family felt that th 
5 ey 


meeded help, and no pioneer 


She was able to help. There were on such things as st q 
erelizea 


woman ever turned a neighbor dowm if | 
bandaging in those days, | 


but every Piece of worn, soft, whi 
& . J te 


Gered and put away ina trunk or b 
ox, 
Sing of wounds 


5. Even after th 
ere Ww 
few country doctore, there were no te ae 


eléth “se carefully laun 
to be ueed for the drecs 


lephones until 1s9g &nd the 


8 one to ry 


Only Wey © doctor coula be gotten was to 
for som 


Beck Zor many milow to the doctor's ean de horse 
Sidena the 
wid have to mount ht * “ROH the agoton | 
no at bie horee ang ride te dive ctor 
; PAationt, tr | 


herefore, 






















have some practicel ynowledge 


Necessary for every family to 
the care of the sick, for it would sometine : 

z athetic 
_ even Gays before a doctor could be gotten. There is & P 


tradition that while John iicNeel, the pioneer, 


5 be meny hours oF 


was on the exD- 


5 be=- 
editbin to Point Pleasant in 1764, a child ves born end died 


fore his return. The mother with her owm hands prepared the coffin 
snd the grave, and buried it, thus performing the first burial 
rites ever peprorned in the Mcileel graveyard. 

Pioneer childran were taught very: young to not only 
heip with the chores , but to meet with emergancys that arose. 
On one occasion when the older members of the family of William 
MeCollam of Stony Creek, were at church the house caugnt on 
Zire and wes consumed with most of its contents. At the time of 
the burning, John, the eldest son, was ebout eight years 014; 
Lewrence os... two. In the confusion the baby boy seems to 


have been forfotten, ana when John asked where the baby was_he 





@eleep. John pressed his way through the smoke and heat at the 


sex Of his life, and brought his brother out alive, but in doing 


0 both were so badly burned as to have Sears upon their person 
s 


@e long #6 they lived. William McCollam toiled on however; re- 
Weiit his home, opened up more land, and in the meanwhile eleven 
@hiléren hed gathered around hig table, At the time when his care 
presence beemed most needed, it Seemed good to the God he 2 


a responsibility so impor 
pee/on had juat openea- the morning was Such as 


to cal] him away from 
tant. The 





to indic 
wy run, ond much wood wag nedded to \ pa 


©ep the kettles 
enough. On the 4th of March, botling 


1618, he had morning Prayer 
‘ayer, 












praise to Him who watones the sperro” when it felt 


ang 8 hymm of 
ree 


+ forth cheerfully t 
se was selected, wh 


A large red oak t 


o his work. 
a end fell 


‘and wen 
suited to his purpo ich soon vowe 
put somehow & Jimb from another 


s stalwart strokes, 


peneath hi 
that he ne~ 


yy furious force 


mote him with suc 
Though all this was 


tree in its rebound s 
at pappened- 


o be conscious of whi 
certainty of hi 


ver seemed 4 
s have® 


sudden, phere was no misgiving about the 


from his honest to ort to meet nis 


ing found rest ils and eff 
quties, the rest thet remains for the people of Bod. He nad 


learned from pis Scotch encestry to sing: 
"The sword, the pestilence, OF fire, 
Shell but fulfill their pest desire, 


From sin and sorrow set them free, 


Ana bring thy children, Lord to thee.” 


Jonn Wanless married Blizebeth Bridger. She was noted for 
her skill in nursing the sick, and her services were in demand 
fer and neer. Sick people had so much: confidence in her that 
they seemed to think there was no denger of dying if Mrs 


Wanless could be hed in time. 
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or 
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nod,after th 
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
eS 


BEAR STORY 





my , Asa Shinn 
Fe About the year 1880, Frencis McCoy and Rev 


2 x for a 
Meneili went into Bleck Mountain to watch § suck lic! 


Nei S a di- 
deer, McGoy was watching the lick end McNeill was quite 


stance away fixing camp for the nighte Just as dusk was turn- 
ing into night, McUoy heard a stick beeak behind his blind. 
Turning he saw a powerful big bear almost upon him. Bringing 
his set rifle into play, he aimed to shoot the bear through 
the head. dust as the gun fired the bear jerked up his head 
and the bullet struck low, breaking his jaw. That bear reached 
out his arms and embraced the man in a powerful huge McCoy was 
the strong man of these mountains, but a four hundred pound, 

i] seven foot bear was ea hand full for even so mighty a man as 
he. On the other hand McCoy was a pretty good arm full for 

e Se. 


any beare The bear tried to bite but could Note It was luck at 








both ends of the line=that he could not bit z} v 
n -e e@, for a bear will 


not raze vith his eble hind claws if he cannot grasp the 
object with his teeth. Out in the laurel, over rocks ana fall 
en timber, it was a powerful struggle; the bear would not let 
go end the man cowld not for fear of a sw 









eeping blow from the 


frout pave. McNeill had heard the shot amd went to hel 
elp to 


Dring in the deer, as he thought. He Witnessed a scene f, 
§ e ew 


have been privkleged to see--a strong man — 


in the embrace of 


emarkably well, 


of # great bear aha holding hie owe 
gmail chance of Shooting the bear Without hitty 
ng th 


There was 


= , ® man, 
Finelly Mcloy managed the bear around t : 
oa 


Gould place the muzzle of } & eainst » Side and bioy 
he im @ ¢ 8 GUN against nig a 
rlecti: 5 | 20 : - 
the everlecting day 1 ehte & of him . 
. 


oe 








plumb sight. 


McNeill always said that McCoys appearence was & 
He was covered with bear plood and nud, and his elothes seaaly 
torn. Except for scratches and bruises he Was not hurt. 

Asa Shinn McNeill died Merch 28, 1957, 26° 86 years. 
He was the son of Jonathan McNeill of Swago. and his people 


say this bear tale is a true ones 


(tieny people who do not know Pocahontas county, ao 
not believe our bear stories 88 true. They do not think we 
heave ss many bears es we claim to heve. They do not stop to 
think thet vast areas of the county is still a wilderness, 
not of vérgin timber as formerly, but of undergrowth and 


Jeurel which mekes an excellent hiding place for bearSe 


Then too this is a sheep county, ona EE Kade excellent 


food for them. Too, sa“ people did not hunt the bear 


50 yelentaessly we could not raise sheep.) 


For this reason such nomen as UVharley Tacy, Clifford Sharp, 


Amos Wodddell, Jake Jackson, Robert Gibson, James Gibson, 
Semuel Gibson, Ellis Dean,Ire King, Frank Rider, Forrest 
Rider, Arnold Rider, Hlmer Sharp, George Gay,7Norman Shaw 
render on invaluable service to the sheepmen of the county 
by 80 persistently waging war on the bears. In 1952 Ellis 
Dean hed 92 head of sheep. In the last eight years he has 


e014 sixteon honda of ewos. last spring he sola sev. 1 
en lambs 
fode7 he hes one ewo and ono lamb. Bears are th 
ne answer, 
feProm ---Pocahontas panee = May 1937 


oea “ w? June 6, 1940 





* In pionser times bear 


s were sometimes caught in bear pens, 


made by building e pen of rather large logs. Te front was 


“jezt open for the bear to enters The top made-of logs was 


constructed so that it would fall into the pen on top of the 


pear,when he attempted to remove the bait from the triggers 


thus secueing him underneath. 

Smaller enimals were caught with the steel trap, by snare 
end dead falls. Poison was responsible for the disappearence 
of the wolves, almost over might. 


% By-----Tom Bruffey of Lobelia 





Juanita S- pilley, 


Clover ick, We Va~ 


ntas county 


Pocaho 
fey p4, 1940 
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OO 


Other 6ccasions That Brought THem Together 


i s as a 
% The home of John and Sally Moore Smith on Stony creek wi 


place where good times could be nad, by the young people, &S fot 
times were known in pioneer days. 4¥ log rollings, wobl pickings, 
Beeeeectenines sana quiltings the youngsters met, fell in love, end 
4@ia much of their courting. Sunday would be preaching or all day 
prayer meetings, when it was not deemed right and proper to think 

or talk of any thing put Heaven and heavenly things. 

The grandest social evenfs would be the weddings. These occ- 
just as fast as the young folks thought themselves old: enough 
to themselves. For a_long time after the first settlement of 
county the inhabitants, as a rule, married young. There was no 

ion of rank and yery little of fortune. On these:. accounts 
ression of love resulted in marriage. A family establi- 

~ but much labor and nothing else. A glance at a pioneer 

e early 1800's serves to mark the manners of our for- 


the gra¢ ft ili i 

1e grade of civilization which has succeeded 

condition. 
wedding created a great sense ion and 

> people from 


T2 to I5 miles around 


1at this 


attended with 










Whe people came aronsed,to the wedding» 


o e,t 
4 coarse linen clothes, all homemade - Because, 


etores from which to buy teilored things: _ 


noreeconee with only @ girth with an attached & 


soiile. Leter leether sediles were mode. 


x shooting matches were also common in the county. 
jally in the fall months. John Barlow on buck 
pessionstely fomda of shooting, 
Methodist Kpiscopal, forbade shooting for prizes. 
match wes perangedt ite neighborhood, 


tator. 


“4n their jinsey 
nere vere n° 
Most of them came 


stirrup for ® 


espec- 
ley mountain wag 


put the rules of his church, 
A shooting 


and he attended as @ spec- 


The main prize wes a querter of beef. Near the close 


of the match a neighbor asked ifr. Berlow to shoot as a sub- 





te for h 





jir. Marlow consented, took careful aim, and 


pierced the center, thus geining the sevory piece of fat beef. 





pulos fellow member felt honor bound to report him 





Presiding ™lder. He was @eked to appesr before the. quarterly 


farence | bate : 
eonference. for trial, butt wes proven that he shot only to 


Gccom-odste ea friend and the cese vas dropped.’ 


, Tox chesing, and the hunt 


















tnt ne £ 
etion of life and property. Bears, fox, 
3 pars, kes, 








end wild cn 89 plentiful in Pocahsnta 
hontas 
eve been impoeteiple to raice 1 Eee ; 
ek ond poultry 
B$1108 thooe vil ‘mele f= = 








Pasket 4 





& ond outdoor pt 
std pleniche were ale 
Ber . @8pecielly during tho in+ ee 


1900's. The; Gre ©till hela outt 





of the Laqo’ 


ton in m 
1 many paste of 


oF panthers 


fecaus £ 
weceuse of @ necessity 








if they haa not 


VO'S and ea 





pty = the cou- 








reat occashons 


; i i 0 & 
+ Draining and Generel Muster days vere Bie ee 


er t 
for the men of the county. Refer to menueseript sen 


jn on Dec. 


22, 1939 
*K Apple cuttin omme f£ ynards beeen 
gS oam into popularity ® ter orchard E 


4y 1 3 b Or, 
to bear fruit and always took place in*the autumn et apple putt 





cing time. All the young people of the community would come 
ani help to pare the apples for the putter to be made the next 
day. After the apples were all pared, refreshments were served, 
end if it was not to late, games were played or they had a dence, 
Dances as the pioneer knew them, were what we know es the 
suuare or barn dance.. They also danced the Virginia reel. In the 
souere dance, figures were called and they danced to the music 


he "fiddle” and the banjo. It usually lasted until 


Hay rides were ais popular in the late 1800's. \hen 


e good déep snow fell, Some young man woula"hitch up" his fath 





+ pile the sled full of hay, heat some rocks to keep the 





erm, and take @ sled load of the neighbor boys aha girls fora 


e. Or if more vecy was desire ie 

i ore privecy was desired, each young man took hi 
3 = I is 

girl friend ina 





one horse sleigh. 


elling b 





ps8 were ve 





7 popular, too, during the latt- 
er 1800's and carly 1900's. 








duskings-- Ver J here Ww 
h due k uAlly there wae a managing boss and th 
. SS C née men 
were chosen off in te §+ Aloo evo = 
1Bo ey red oar was considered good 
i a good 
Suok oni who ever got the movt ro 
- rod onare was considered champion 
Mubitinge weusily took place ve 


m the sane 7 f g 
: mo night of the husking 
und eleven 20K bOth the > 

N ieking and the 





quilting were 








hoe down" OF 


suspended. Supper was served, and then came the 


sousre dance. In some communities the man who got the most 
ed ears had the privilege to kies the prettiest girl at the 
quilting. 

------ Price 


Kuistory of Pocahontas 


X From my “mother Georgia C. ere 
j « 





